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Dear Reader, 

The COVID-19 pandemic, along with 
the overall weakening of the norms 
underpinning the international re-
gime against CBRN threats, has 
brought to the forefront questions on 
the current state of the EU’s prepa-
redness for and response to CBRN 
incidents.  

While responding to CBRN events is primarily the prerogative of the EU 
Member States (EUMS), the COVID-19 pandemic is a reminder that CBRN 
incidents have the potential to overwhelm the response capacities of seve-
ral or even all EUMS. To prepare for such situations, it is crucial that the EU 
has robust tools to anticipate, prevent, protect, and respond to CBRN crises 
and assist EUMS in a timely and effective manner when necessary. This stu-
dy will enable the Subcommittee on Security and Defence (SEDE) to formu-
late recommendations on EU preparedness regarding CBRN threats. 
 

Nathalie Loiseau, MEP,  

Chair of the Subcommittee on Security and Defence 
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FOCUS 

The landscape of Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN) 
threats has evolved rapidly in the past 
few years, increasing the risk of prolif-
eration. 

This study, requested by the SEDE 
committee, provides an update of the 
current level of each of the C, B, R and 
N threats. The authors also recom-

mend adopting a ‘Team Europe’ approach to creating and maintaining a 
strong task force based response capacity, with additional contributions 
from EU Member States. 

Scan the QR code 
to access the publication 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

Shadow banking is a part of the financial sector where regulatory standards are loo-
ser than for regular banks. This means more diversity and resilience but also greater 
risk. The study requested by ECON committtee identifies the components of the 
shadow banking system and analyses both the advantages, e.g. enhanced support to 
the real economy, but also concerns that shadow banking can lead to systemic risks. 
It makes five horizontal recommendations for better macroprudential regulation. 

Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies   

This briefing presents the opportunities and challenges for the use and deployment 
of alternative fuels infrastructure in the EU for heavy-duty vehicles, in particular 
trucks. While alternative fuels and zero-emission powertrains offer major reduction 
potential, without sufficient and appropriate recharging and refuelling infrastruc-
ture they will fail to deliver. To date, policymakers and other stakeholders have fo-
cused mainly on creating fuelling infrastructure for passenger cars rather than 
trucks. 

Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies   

In the domain of digital services, the extent to which consent in consumer contracts 
represents real agreement can be called into question. This study addresses the re-
gulation of targeted and behavioural advertising in the context of digital services. It 
analyses EU law on consent to processing of personal data and discusses ways of 
improving the quality of consent as well as ways of restricting its scope as a legal 
basis for the processing of personal data. 

Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs   

This study examines the impact of organised crime on EU’s finances. Taking together 
the expenditure and revenue sides, the research suggests that between 1% and 2% 
of the EU budget is defrauded each year. The study also assesses measures at the EU 
and Member State levels to combat the problem and recommends actions to help 
reinforce these measures. 
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committees and other parliamentary bod-
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