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Dear Reader, 

The COVID pandemic has demonstrated the 
essential nature of care work and its central role 
in the economy and society. Despite this critical 
role, care is still undervalued and overwhel-
mingly carried out by women.  

Gender inequalities are thus at the heart of the 
care economy and directly linked to women’s 
position, not only on the frontline of unpaid and 
low-paid work in the globalised care economy 
but also in society in general.  

In this context, I would point out the study 
“Gender equality: Economic value of care from the perspective of the appli-
cable EU funds”. It examines the gendered nature of the EU care economy, 
the impact of COVID-19 on care and the care sector, and the extent to 
which gender equality and care are considered in the EU’s Recovery Plan . 
 

Evelyn Regner, MEP 

Chair of the Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM) 

Fact Sheets provide 
non-specialists with 
a straightforward 
and accurate over-
view of the EU insti-
tutions and policies, 
and of the role  the European Parliament 
plays in their development.  

With access to around 180 Fact Sheets, 
readers will find that this is a concise yet 
comprehensive source of information. 

Fact Sheets cover five main areas: How the 
European Union works; Economy, science 
and quality of life; Cohesion, growth and 
jobs; Citizens: fundamental rights, security 
and justice; and the EU’s external relations.  
 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets 
 
 

FOCUS 

This study is an in-depth analysis 
of the policy and legal state of 
affairs of gender pay discrimina-
tion in the EU.  

It is a comprehensive compara-
tive study covering a number of 
European countries and it in-
cludes policy recommendations 
to move towards a shared and 

well-informed solution to wage discrimination in the EU. 

Scan the QR code 
to access the publication 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

This study aims to give an overview of the selection process of the locations of the decentra-
lised EU agencies. The European Union has decentralised a number of functions, locating agen-
cies across the EU. There are many factors influencing the choice of the seat(s) of an agency, 
including the political aim to evenly distribute the agencies.  

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs  

The workshop discussed the prospects of the International Criminal Court. With a 
new Prosecutor and a growing list of controversial cases, the Court stands at the 
crossroads. What role can the International Criminal Court (ICC) play in a global con-
text of pervasive impunity and a backlash against human rights? Can the ongoing 
ICC review process strengthen the Court and its legitimacy, and how can the EU con-
tribute? Members, experts, activists and EU representatives discussed the way 
forward. 

Policy Department for External Relations  

The share of older people (aged 65+) in the EU is set to increase from 20,3% in 2019 
to 31,3% in 2100. Policies on active and healthy ageing are thus vital. The study re-
quested by EMPL committee focuses on active ageing policies and access to services 
for the ageing population in the EU-27 in five areas: economic activity, social partici-
pation, health and well-being, long-term care, and supportive environments inclu-
ding housing, transport, and securing financial independence. 

Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies   

With the support of Cohesion Policy cross-border cooperation in healthcare has 
been the source of many fruitful initiatives over the last decades. The main objective 
of this study is to analyse the role of Cohesion Policy in cross-border cooperation in 
healthcare. It reviews the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and examins the EU 
response. It also identifies possible solutions and policy recommendations for impro-
ving cross-border cooperation in healthcare.  

Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies  

FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS JOIN THE NETWORK 

Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the policy departments of the European Parliament and are provided for general 
information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily  
represent the official position of the European Parliament. © Images and photos used under the license or the right of use by the European  
Parliament. 

BUDG Identifying patterns of fraud with EU funds under shared  

 management, similarities and differences between member 
 states - December 2021 

Policy departments provide in-house and  
external expertise to support EP  
committees and other parliamentary bod-
ies in shaping legislation and exercising  
democratic scrutiny over EU policies.  

Send your details to: 
ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu 

All publications: 
www.europarl.europa.eu/

supporting-analyses 

ITRE The road to energy efficiency - December 2021 

SEDE     Security and defence in the Indo-Pacific: what is at stake for the 

 EU and its strategy? - December 2021 

TRAN The future of transport in the context of the recovery plan -  

 January 2022 

AFCO Institutional reforms to increase crisis preparedness  -  

 January 2022 
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