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EN 

Single market, competitiveness of enterprises 
and European statistics 2021-2027 

In 2018, under the new Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for 2021-2027, the Commission put forward a 
proposal for a programme aimed at improving the functioning of the single market, at fostering the 
competitiveness of companies, particularly small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), and at ensuring the 
provision of high quality statistics in all EU policy areas. Following an early second-reading agreement reached 
on 8 December 2020, Parliament is expected to formally adopt the text at second reading in April, finalising the 
legislative procedure. 

Background  
The single market, a cornerstone of the EU, is facing a rapidly changing context, marked by the digital 
transition. While long-standing barriers to the proper functioning of the single market still need to be 
addressed, new obstacles have also been emerging. 

European Commission proposal 
On 2 May 2018, the Commission adopted its proposals for a new MFF for 2021-2027, including a proposal 
for a new programme dedicated to supporting the smooth running of the single market ('SMP'). The SMP 
streamlines EU action, covering activities that were financed under six programmes, such as COSME.  

European Parliament position  
Parliament adopted its position at first reading on 12 February 2019, before the European elections. On 
8 October 2019, Parliament's Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO) adopted 
its decision to enter into interinstitutional negotiations, the mandate for negotiations being Parliament's 
first-reading position. The conclusive trilogue meeting took place on 8 December 2020. The provisional 
agreement reached at early second reading was endorsed by Coreper on 18 December 2020 and approved 
by IMCO on 11 January 2021. The Council adopted its first-reading position on 13 April 2021. IMCO is 
expected to vote in the coming days on its recommendation for second reading, with a view to Parliament 
debating its second reading during the April session, and thus finalising the ordinary legislative procedure.  
The SMP has an overall budget of €4.2 billion (current prices), 2.9 % higher than the Commission proposal. 
This amount represents 8.5 % of Heading 1 of the MFF ('Single Market, Innovation and Digital'), or 0.3 % of 
the total MFF. The SMP budget has been allocated across six specific objectives: (i) €557 million (13 % of the 
total budget) to make the internal market more effective (of this amount, €452 million will address obstacles 
and support the development, implementation and enforcement of Union law, and €105 million will aim 
to improve market surveillance and consumer protection); (ii) €1 billion (24 %) to strengthen the 
competitiveness and sustainability of SMEs; (iii) €220 million (5 %) to improve the European standardisation 
process; (iv) €198 million (5 %) to promote the interests of consumers and ensuring a high level of consumer 
protection and product safety; (v) €1.7 billion (40 %) to promote a high level of health and safety for 
humans, animals and plants in plant, animal, food and feed areas; and (vi) €552 million (13 %) to develop, 
produce, disseminate and communicate high-quality European statistics.  

Recommendation for second reading: 2018/0231(COD); 
Committee responsible: IMCO; Rapporteur: Brando 
Benifei (S&D, Italy).  
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