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BOOKS AND BOOK LOVERS IN THE EU

At a time when many schools, libraries and bookshops 
around the world remain closed and people are spending 
more time at home, books can do wonders in combating 
isolation, while stimulating readers' minds and creativity. 
Every year since 1995, on 23 April, World Book and Copyright 
Day is celebrated all over the world. Launched by UNESCO, 
the event is an opportunity to celebrate the importance of 
reading and promote a lifelong interest in books.

Research shows that during the pandemic, 33 % of people 
worldwide have read more books or listened to more 
audiobooks while at home. Access to online educational 
resources from publishers has also increased very substantially 
during lockdown. For example, in Italy, 4.4 million digital 
textbooks were downloaded from educational publishers' 
platforms during the first six weeks of school closure. 
Similarly, online libraries in Paris recorded 1 000 downloads 
a day at the end of March 2020, compared with the usual 
figure of 200.

Reading is the second most popular cultural activity in the 
EU after watching or listening to a cultural programme. 
Statistics show that female university degree holders are the 
most prolific readers, regardless of their level of income. In 
2015, on average, households in the EU spent 12 % of their 
total cultural expenditure on books, with the Portuguese 
spending 27 %, the Croats, Italians and Maltese 19 % and 
Spaniards 18 %.

Blind, visually impaired and print-disabled readers need 
access to books in special formats. Thanks to EU legislation, 
copyright holder authorisation is no longer needed for 
publications of this kind.

Books can be expensive, so the EU allows EU countries to 
apply reduced VAT rates for printed material – a minimum 
of 5 %, with zero-rate exemptions. A similar provision 
concerning electronic publications was adopted in 
October 2018.

Each year since 2009, the European Union Prize for Literature 
(EUPL) has been rewarding emerging literary talents, 
promoting the circulation of literature within Europe, and 
sparking greater interest in non-national literary works. 
Since its creation, 135 authors from the 41 countries 
currently involved in the 'creative Europe' programme have 
received the prize, showcasing 33 European languages. To 
help winning authors and their books cross European and 
international borders, an EUPL anthology is published every 
year, featuring excerpts from the laureates' books in both 
the original language and an English or French translation.
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Countries with the highest shares of their populations 
having read at least one book
(as a leisure activity) within the previous 12 months. 
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Most popular cultural activities in the EU:
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