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European Citizens' Initiative: 'End the cage age' 
Throughout the EU, millions of animals are reared in cages, in conditions that seriously harm their welfare. 
A European Citizens' Initiative, 'End the Cage Age', calls on the European Commission to end the practice of 
keeping animals in cages and to propose legislation to prohibit their use. In response to this initiative, the 
European Parliament is expected to hold a debate on the subject and vote a resolution during its June I plenary 
session. 

Background 
According to a report and a scientific briefing by Compassion in World Farming, every year in the EU over 
300 million animals are reared in cages or individual stalls. The EU has laws in place that protect the welfare 
of farmed animals, including a ban on individual stalls for pregnant sows and on conventional cages for 
laying hens. Nevertheless, still nearly half of egg-laying hens are kept in 'enriched' cages, and the use of 
cages for other species is not prohibited. The welfare needs of these animals cannot be met in caged 
systems. The idea of cage-free farming is increasingly gaining ground. Commercial alternatives already exist 
and some Member States have introduced national legislation banning certain forms of caged farming. The 
vast majority of the European public believe that more should be done to protect the welfare of animals. 

European Citizens' Initiative 
A European Citizens' Initiative (ECI) allows citizens to participate in shaping EU policy by directly requesting 
the European Commission to propose a legal act. The citizens' initiative 'End the Cage Age' was registered 
in September 2018. Coordinated by Compassion in World Farming and supported by over 
170 organisations, as well as by scientists and food companies, it collected nearly 1.4 million signatures and 
was officially submitted in October 2020. The initiative calls on the Commission to propose legislation to 
ban the use of cages for laying hens, rabbits, young hens (pullets), broiler breeders, layer breeders, quail, 
ducks and geese; and the use of farrowing crates for sows, sow stalls and individual calf pens. 
The Commission is obliged to respond to a successful ECI and to declare what actions it intends to 
undertake. The EU Commissioner for Agriculture announced that the Commission would adopt a 
communication in response to the 'End the Cage Age' initiative, tentatively scheduled for June 2021. 

European Parliament position 
In the European Parliament, a working group on cage-free farming, established in 2017, has been actively 
supporting the 'End the Cage Age' initiative. In addition, 101 MEPs from various political groups signed a 
letter of support addressed to EU Commissioners.  
In 2020, Parliament's Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs – at the request of the 
Committee on Petitions (PETI) in response to the ECI 'End the Cage Age' – commissioned a study analysing 
alternatives for cage farming. A public hearing on the ECI was held on 15 April 2021, organised jointly by 
Parliament's Agriculture (AGRI) and PETI committees. On 21 May 2021, a motion for a resolution was 
adopted by the AGRI committee. Committee members call on the Commission to speed up the review of 
the animal welfare legislation and back the phasing out of cages in farming, possibly by 2027, following an 
impact assessment and a properly funded transition for farmers. They also insist on ensuring compliance 
with EU standards for all products imported into the EU. The debate in plenary is scheduled for the June I 
plenary session. 

European Citizens' Initiative / motion for a resolution: 2021/2633(RSP); Committee responsible: AGRI; Rapporteur: 
Norbert Lins (EPP, Germany). 
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