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EN 

Establishing the instrument for financial support 
for customs control equipment  

During the June I 2021 plenary session, the European Parliament is scheduled to debate and vote at second 
reading the provisional agreement reached in interinstitutional negotiations on the proposal for a regulation of 
the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the instrument for financial support for customs control 
equipment, as part of the Integrated Border Management Fund.  

European Commission proposal 
As part of its 2018 proposal for an Integrated Border Management Fund (IBMF), in the context of the 2021-
2027 multiannual financial framework (MFF), to support Member States in managing the EU’s common 
external borders, the Commission proposed – alongside the instrument on border management and visas – 
an instrument for financial support for customs control equipment. This instrument aims to fill the gaps 
under the existing Customs programme (in place since 1991), which provides funding for cooperation 
between customs authorities, electronic systems and administrative capacity-building and existing 
national initiatives, but excludes the possibility and means to fund equipment used for customs controls at 
EU external borders. Specifically, the instrument would allow the purchase, maintenance and upgrade of 
eligible detection equipment for customs controls, and concerns equipment also used for wider control 
purposes (e.g. border control and security). It would complement actions under the Customs programme, 
which continues to oversee the assessment of equipment needs and training for the use of such equipment 
once purchased. 

European Parliament position 
The Parliament's Committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO) adopted a report on the 
instrument, which was referred back to the committee after the January 2019 plenary session. Amendments 
were then voted at first reading during the April 2019 plenary session. These included, among others, 
ensuring the equipment’s optimal cybersecurity and safety standards and optimal customs risk 
management, as well as transparency through reporting requirements on the part of the Commission. In 
October 2019, following the European elections, the IMCO committee decided to open interinstitutional 
negotiations, with a common understanding reached at a trilogue meeting in November 2019. Once the 
MFF figures were agreed in late 2020, further trilogue meetings were held, and a provisional agreement on 
the regulation was reached between the co-legislators in March 2021. The provisional agreement integrates 
Parliament’s amendments on optimal cybersecurity and safety standards of equipment and provides for 
the entry into force of the regulation with retroactive effect, as of 1 January 2021, in order to allow 
implementation to start from the beginning of the 2021-2027 MFF. On 31 March 2021, Coreper, for the 
Council, approved the compromise agreement on the proposal, which was then endorsed by the IMCO 
committee on 14 April 2021. On 27 May 2021, the Council adopted its first-reading position. Parliament now 
needs to formally adopt the text at second reading, with the vote scheduled during the June I plenary 
session, on the basis of a recommendation from IMCO committee. 

Recommendation for second reading: 2018/0258(COD); 
Committee responsible: IMCO; Rapporteur: Jiří Pospíšil (EPP, 
Czechia). 
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