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Northwest Atlantic fisheries management 
During the June II plenary session, Parliament is expected to vote on a provisional agreement with the Council 
on the transposition of fisheries management measures for the Northwest Atlantic. As a contracting party to the 
Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO), the European Union must transpose its measures so that they 
apply to vessels flying the flag of EU Member States. The agreement also provides for new delegated powers to 
be granted to the European Commission in order to facilitate faster transposition in the future.  

Background 
Fishing in areas outside national jurisdiction is subject to cooperation within the framework of regional 
fisheries management organisations (RFMOs). NAFO is an RFMO covering the Northwest Atlantic Ocean 
and has 13 members, including the European Union. Its Regulatory Area covers the area outside the 
national waters of the United States, Canada, St Pierre et Miquelon and Greenland. NAFO adopts 
conservation and enforcement measures (CEMs) for fisheries in the Regulatory Area, except for sedentary 
species (e.g. shellfish) or species managed by other international fisheries bodies, i.e. salmon, tunas/marlins, 
and whales. In 2020, 47 EU vessels were authorised to fish in the area and they catch large quantities. 
According to 2019 catch statistics, EU vessels landed about 51 000 tonnes, mainly by vessels belonging to 
Portugal (45 %) and Spain (36 %), but also to Estonia (11 %), Denmark (5 %) and Germany (4 %). In terms of 
weight, most species landed by EU vessels were Atlantic redfish (40 %), Atlantic cod (20 %), Greenland 
halibut (18 %), skate (6 %), northern prawn (5 %) and great blue shark (4 %). 

European Commission proposal 
On 29 May 2020, the Commission put forward a proposal to transpose the CEMs adopted by NAFO in 2019. 
The proposal amends Regulation 2019/833, the previous transposition. Besides a number of technical 
amendments and textual changes, the new provisions introduce a complete ban on fishing for Greenland 
shark (Somniosus microcephalus), as well as an obligation to minimise incidental catch and mortality of this 
endangered species; improve the information flow between EU Member States, the Commission and the 
NAFO Secretariat and acknowledge the coordinating role of the European Fisheries Control Agency; spell 
out the need for port-state consent to be given to inspectors from another NAFO member. The Commission 
also requested the power to adopt delegated acts to amend certain provisions on mesh sizes, sorting grids 
or grates and toggle chains in northern prawn fishing, and area restrictions for bottom-fishing activities, in 
order to transpose future CEMs in time ahead of the following fishing season. 

European Parliament position 
On 16 November 2020, Parliament's Committee on Fisheries (PECH) unanimously adopted its report on the 
proposal. It amends the proposal to cover the most recent 2020 CEMs too. This includes a seasonal closure 
and specific technical and control measures for the cod fishery in a specific area, as well as an extension of 
the current ban on bottom-fishing activities in some areas. The agreement resulting from interinstitutional 
negotiations largely follows Parliament's position. The text, endorsed by Coreper, for the Council, on 12 May 
and approved by PECH on 25 May, will be subject to a plenary vote during the June II plenary session. 

First-reading report: 2020/0095(COD); Committee 
responsible: PECH; Rapporteur: Isabel Carvalhais (S&D, 
Portugal). For further information, see our 'at a glance' note, 
'Northwest Atlantic fisheries management measures'.  
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