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Common Provisions Regulation 2021-2027 
In the context of the 2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), the European Commission adopted a 
proposal for the Common Provisions Regulation, which sets out common rules for eight EU funds: the European 
Regional Development Fund, the Cohesion Fund, the European Social Fund Plus, the Just Transition Fund, the 
European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund, the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, the Internal 
Security Fund, and the Border Management and Visa Instrument. The European Parliament is due to vote at 
second reading during the June II plenary session on the agreed text of the Common Provisions Regulation, 
resulting from interinstitutional negotiations.  

Background 
The proposed Common Provisions Regulation for 2021-2027 sets out new rules for EU cohesion policy 
(European Regional Development Fund, the Cohesion Fund, the European Social Fund Plus) as well as 
several other shared management funds (i.e. implemented jointly with the Member States). While building 
on the previous rules for the 2014-2020 MFF, it introduces new policy objectives and numerous 
simplification measures to facilitate the implementation of EU funds on the ground. 

European Commission proposal 
The Commission adopted its proposal on 29 May 2018. The proposal was then amended twice, in 
January 2020 to account for the establishment of the Just Transition Fund, and in May 2020 to facilitate 
recovery from the coronavirus pandemic through additional flexibility in using the funds. The proposal 
establishes five new policy objectives: a smarter Europe, a greener Europe, a more connected Europe, a 
more social Europe, and a Europe that is closer to citizens. It introduces new co-financing rates for different 
types of regions, allocation criteria additional to GDP (e.g. unemployment, education, migration and 
climate), and strengthens the 'enabling' conditions for investment and the link with the European Semester. 
Combining grants and financial instruments is also made easier. The proposal also aims to improve 
communication of the results of EU-funded projects. 

European Parliament position 
On 22 January 2019, Parliament's Committee on Regional Development (REGI) adopted its report on the 
proposal. Parliament adopted its first-reading position on 27 March 2019. Trilogue negotiations followed in 
the new parliamentary term after the European elections, ending in a political agreement with the Council 
reached on 1 December 2020. After further technical work, a final political trilogue meeting took place on 
11 February 2021. The provisional agreement was approved by REGI on 16 March 2021. The text of the 
agreement includes many points made by Parliament. It raises the co-financing rates for the different types 
of regions, increases the resources earmarked for sustainable urban development, keeps the n+3 
decommitment rule (i.e. spending of funds by the end of the third calendar year after their commitment) 
and changes the wording of some policy objectives (e.g. adding a reference to competitiveness, net zero 
carbon economy and resilience). The Council adopted its first-reading position on 27 May 2021. Parliament 
now needs to formally adopt the text at second reading, with the vote scheduled during the June II plenary 
session, on the basis of a recommendation from REGI adopted on 15 June 2021. 

Recommendation for second reading: 2018/0196(COD); 
Committee responsible: REGI; Rapporteurs: Andrey Novakov 
(EPP, Bulgaria) and Constanze Krehl (S&D, Germany). For 
further information see our 'EU Legislation in progress' 
briefing. 
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