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Connecting Europe Facility and 'smart TEN-T' 
To ensure efficient, modern and sustainable connections, the EU is developing trans-European networks in the 
areas of transport, digital and energy. In June 2018, the European Commission proposed to renew the main EU 
programme financing infrastructure, the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), to speed up investment in key 
network projects. In parallel, the Commission proposed a mechanism to facilitate the permit-granting processes 
in the area of transport ('smart TEN-T'). The European Parliament is expected to vote at second reading during 
the July plenary session on the agreed texts resulting from interinstitutional negotiations. 

Background 
To support the roll-out of trans-European networks, the EU set up the Connecting Europe Facility 
programme (CEF) for the 2014-2020 financial period. This financing instrument has channelled EU funding 
to key projects in the areas of transport, energy and digital infrastructure. Following a mid-term evaluation, 
the Commission proposed to renew the programme in the 2021-2027 funding period, to further support 
infrastructure networks and cross-border links.  

European Commission proposals 
Compared to the first CEF, the proposed CEF 2.0 underlines synergies between the transport, energy and 
digital sectors, seeking more effective EU action and lower implementation costs. It will also support cross-
sectoral projects in areas such as connected and automated mobility and alternative fuels. In line with long-
term EU decarbonisation targets, 60 % of the CEF budget is to be spent on climate objectives.  

European Parliament position 
Parliament's Committees on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) and on Transport and Tourism (TRAN) 
adopted their joint report on the proposal on the CEF in November 2018, and the Parliament then adopted 
its first-reading position on 17 April 2019. Trilogue negotiations concluded in March 2021 with a provisional 
agreement. The new CEF would support key infrastructure projects with about €30 billion (in constant 2018 
prices), significantly lower than what Parliament asked for. It would be split between transport 
(€22.9 billion), energy (€5.2 billion) and digital networks (€1.8 billion). The agreed text was approved on 
15 April 2021 in a joint meeting of ITRE and TRAN. The Council adopted its first-reading position on 
14 June 2021. Parliament now needs to formally adopt the text at second reading. Having first rejected the 
rules proposed by the Commission for the distribution of the €10 billion transferred from the Cohesion 
Fund, Parliament accepted a compromise capping rule for the financial share available to any Member State 
under the competitive part of the allocation. For Parliament, opposed to any prior ring-fencing of funds, 
most difficult was to agree that €1.4 billion would be designated for the completion of major missing cross-
border railway links between cohesion countries, a point insisted on by the Council.  

In June 2018, the Commission also proposed a regulation to speed up permit-granting processes for projects on 
the TEN transport network. The 'smart TEN-T' directive was provisionally agreed in June 2020 by TRAN and 
Council negotiators, but could not be adopted before CEF 2.0 was agreed, as its annex listing the pre-identified 
sections of the TEN-T core network links to the corresponding annex of CEF 2.0. The Council adopted its first-
reading position on 14 June 2021, and Parliament now needs to formally adopt the text at second reading. 
 

Recommendations for second reading: 2018/0228(COD) (a), 
2018/138(COD) (b); Rapporteurs: Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP) 
(a), Henna Virkkunen (EPP) (a) and Dominique Riquet (Renew) 
(a+b). For more information see our 'EU Legislation in progress' 
briefing.  
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