
AT A GLANCE  
Plenary –  July 2021 

EPRS | European Parliamentary Research Service 
Author: Dessislava Yougova, Members' Research Service 

PE 690.692 – July 2021 
This document is prepared for, and addressed to, the Members and staff of the European Parliament as background material to assist them in 
their parliamentary work. The content of the document is the sole responsibility of its author(s) and any opinions expressed herein should not 
be taken to represent an official position of the Parliament. Reproduction and translation for non-commercial purposes are authorised, provided 
the source is acknowledged and the European Parliament is given prior notice and sent a copy. © European Union, 2021 
eprs@ep.europa.eu  (contact)     http://www.eprs.ep.parl.union.eu  (intranet)     http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank  (internet)     http://epthinktank.eu  (blog) 

 

EN 

Eighth Union Environment Action Programme 
The Environment Action Programme (EAP) provides a framework for the EU's overall environmental policy 
development and guide policy-making through identifying priorities and setting out a long-term vision and 
goals. In October 2020, the Commission adopted a proposal for a decision on a general EU Environment Action 
Programme to 2030, to continue from the seventh EAP, which expired at the end of 2020. The European 
Parliament is expected to vote on the proposal during the July 2021 session, fixing its position for trilogue talks. 

Background 
According to the European Environment Agency's State of the Environment report, the EU faces urgent and 
unprecedented environmental challenges and will not achieve its 2030 goals and long-term vision of 'living 
well within the limits of the planet' without increasing and accelerating efforts during the next ten years to 
address biodiversity loss, climate change impacts, and over-consumption of natural resources. 

European Commission proposal 
According to the proposal, the eighth EAP would keep the 2050 vision of 'living well, within planetary 
boundaries', while aiming to accelerate the EU transition to a climate-neutral, resource-efficient, clean and 
regenerative economy. It builds on the environmental and climate objectives of the European Green Deal 
and provides an enabling framework for their achievement. The proposal identifies six thematic priority 
objectives in areas of climate neutrality, adaptation and resilience to climate change, circular economy and 
regenerative growth, a zero-pollution environment, protecting and restoring biodiversity, and reducing 
pressures from production and consumption. The Commission proposes stronger implementation, and an 
improved monitoring and review process. A key initiative is a new monitoring framework to measure the 
EU's and Member States' progress in implementing the EAP objectives, in particular a set of key indicators 
related to the state of the environment, the main pressures and the effectiveness of the response. 

European Parliament position 
On 15 June 2021, the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety adopted its report on the 
proposal. It points out that the priority objectives should be achieved by 2030 at the latest, and strengthens 
the new programme with a view to it becoming a governance tool guiding the EU's environmental policy 
beyond the Green Deal. It expands the set of conditions needed to meet the EAP's objectives, promoting for 
instance a 'think sustainability first' approach, and lists concrete actions to reach these conditions. It 
emphasises the role of the EAP in preserving and enhancing the EU's natural capital and for protecting 
people's health and wellbeing. It highlights the need for a sustainable wellbeing economy for the Union, 
combining prosperity and social progress with a healthy environment. The eighth EAP should enable the 
achievement of this systemic change and ensure that the environmental and climate transition leaves no one 
behind and helps to reduce inequalities. The committee's report aims at integrating the sustainable 
development goals, biodiversity, and social objectives into the European Semester process. It also calls for the 
phasing out of all fossil fuel subsidies by 2025 and all other environmentally harmful subsidies by 2027. By the 
end of 2021, the Commission should present a single scoreboard, including headline indicators, and develop 
a set of 'beyond GDP' indicators by 30 June 2023. Monitoring should be annual, while evaluation should take 
into account the coherence of EU policies with the EAP's objectives and the cost of action and inaction. 

First-reading report: 2020/0300(COD); Committee 
responsible: ENVI; Rapporteur: Grace O'Sullivan (Greens/EFA, 
Ireland). 
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