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New EU fisheries agreement with Greenland 
The EU-Greenland Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement (SFPA) is a key component of EU fisheries 
relations in the North Atlantic. It allows EU vessels to fish in the waters of Greenland and has a pivotal role in the 
quota-exchange network in the region, as the EU swaps a significant part of its fishing opportunities in 
Greenlandic waters with Norway and the Faroe Islands for fishing quotas in their waters. Parliament's vote on 
giving its consent to the conclusion of a new agreement and protocol is scheduled for the October I part-session.  

Background  
After Greenland's withdrawal from the European 
Community in 1985, the EU maintained its fishing rights 
in Greenlandic waters through a fisheries agreement, 
providing financial compensation in return. In addition, 
Protocol 34 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 
European Union (TFEU) has linked duty-free import of 
Greenland's fishery products into the EU market to 
access of EU vessels to fish resources. The agreement 
was reshaped in 2007, as the EU's only SFPA with a 
northern country. Successive implementing protocols 
have determined the indicative level of EU fishing 
opportunities (further adjusted annually), and the 
Union’s financial contribution. During the latest 
protocol, which expired on 31 December 2020, most of 
the catch, after swaps with third countries and among 
Member States, was taken by Germany (63 % by value) 
and Denmark (30 %). 

European Commission proposal 
Following a favourable evaluation study, the Commission negotiated a new six-year agreement and its 
protocol. Initialled on 11 January 2021, both have applied provisionally since their signature on 22 April 
2021. The protocol covers a four-year period, renewable for two years. It allows 12 EU vessels to fish for 
Greenland halibut, Northern prawn, cod and redfish, as well as capelin, grenadier and possibly mackerel. 
The annual EU financial contribution is €16.52 million, of which €13.59 million represents access rights to 
Greenland's waters, while the remaining €2.93 million is dedicated to sectoral support for its fisheries policy. 

European Parliament position 
On 12 July 2021, the Committee on Fisheries (PECH) recommended that Parliament give its consent to the 
conclusion of the protocol. The Committee on Budgets contributed an opinion. PECH also adopted a 
motion for an accompanying resolution, making recommendations such as improving data collection and 
ensuring that stocks fished by the EU are managed sustainably. The motion highlights the importance of 
the relationship with Greenland and its geostrategic role in the North Atlantic and the Arctic. Given the 
delays in the application of the protocol, it calls for unused 2021 quotas to be carried over to 2022.  

Consent procedure: 2021/0037(NLE); Committee responsible: 
PECH; Rapporteur: Pierre Karleskind (Renew, France).  

 
 

Waters of Greenland 

 
Data source: Maritime Boundaries Geodatabase; Natural Earth. 
EU waters are shown in dark blue.  
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