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EN 

European Union Agency for Asylum 
After years of stalemate, a provisional agreement was reached in June 2021 between negotiators of Parliament 
and Council on a 2016 proposal for an amending regulation on the European Asylum Support Office (EASO). This 
EU agency provides tools and operational assistance to help Member States prepare for an influx of asylum 
applicants and to implement EU asylum legislation on the ground. EASO also supports Member States that face 
particular asylum-related pressures. Following a vote in the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home 
Affairs (LIBE) in July 2021, the provisional agreement is due to be discussed during the October I plenary session. 

Background 
The European Asylum Support Office (EASO) provides Member States with support in fulfilling their 
obligations under the Common European Asylum System (CEAS). Since its establishment in 2010, EASO's 
role has been gradually strengthened to reflect changes in the EU's legal framework on asylum and to 
respond to the growing needs of Member States, especially when they face increased pressure on their 
asylum systems as, for example, Greece and Italy did in 2015-2016. To enable the agency to deliver 
operational support to Member States, EASO's budget has seen a nearly tenfold increase since 2014, 
growing from €14.6 million in 2014 to €142 million in 2021. 

European Commission proposal 
Under the 2016 European agenda on migration, the Commission proposed to expand the mandate of EASO 
by turning it into the European Union Agency for Asylum. Although co-legislators found a first provisional 
agreement on the proposal in June 2017, the file was put on hold while waiting for progress on other CEAS 
reform proposals. Completing this reform was a key part of the New Pact on Asylum and Migration of 
September 2020, with the Commission calling on the co-legislators for swift adoption of the regulation. 
The proposal builds on EASO's current activity, extending its tasks, notably by creating an independent EU 
agency in charge of developing operational standards, indicators, guidelines and exchange of best 
practices on asylum-related matters; endowing the agency with enough staff and funds to support EU-wide 
relocation and resettlement; assisting cooperation with third countries and regularly publishing country-
of-origin reports; setting up a pool of 500 experts from Member States to help in crisis situations; 
introducing a fundamental rights officer responsible for a new complaints mechanism; and overseeing the 
implementation of asylum rules through a new monitoring mechanism that will mostly apply from 
31 December 2023 and fully once the Dublin regulation is revised. 

European Parliament position 
Members of the European Parliament welcomed the strengthening of EASO's mission, including in the 
processing of asylum applications by national authorities and in addressing the root causes of migration in 
third countries. Parliament insisted on enhancing the respect of fundamental rights and the agency's 
accountability, namely through the creation of a fundamental rights officer and a new complaints 
mechanism. Parliament also wanted the Agency to monitor the implementation of the CEAS in Member 
States every three years instead of every five years as proposed by the European Commission. Following a 
provisional agreement between the negotiators of the co-legislators, and the subsequent vote in the LIBE 
committee, the text is scheduled for debate and a vote during the October I plenary session. 

First-reading report: 2016/0131(COD); Committee responsible: 
LIBE; Rapporteur: Elena Yoncheva (S&D, Bulgaria). For further 
information see our 'EU Legislation in progress' briefing.  
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