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EN 

Discharge for the 2019 budget:  
European Council and Council 

In April 2021, the European Parliament decided to postpone the decision on granting discharge to the European 
Council and Council for the 2019 budget, and presented a number of observations. Parliament’s Committee on 
Budgetary Control has examined the situation again, and, in its second report, recommends not granting 
discharge to these two institutions. The vote on the second discharge report is scheduled for the October II 
plenary session. 

Discharge procedure 
Through the discharge procedure (Article 319 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union), the 
European Parliament scrutinises how the EU budget has been implemented, verifying compliance with 
relevant rules. Parliament has the exclusive competence to grant, postpone or ultimately refuse discharge 
for the execution of the EU budget for each section (Rules 100 and 104(3) and Annex V of the Parliament's 
Rules of Procedure). The EU budget is structured with separate sections for the budget of each EU 
institution, with the exception of the European Council and the Council, which share the same section 
(Article 46 of the Financial Regulation). Parliament’s Committee on Budgetary Control (CONT) prepares 
discharge reports for each EU institution and body, taking into account the Court of Auditors' annual report 
and statement of assurance, the annual activity reports, Council’s recommendation, the hearings and the 
institutions' replies to CONT. The reports adopted by CONT make a recommendation to plenary, and, in the 
accompanying motion for resolution, present observations to be addressed by the institution concerned.  

Committee on Budgetary Control's position 
In April 2021, Parliament decided to postpone the decision on granting discharge to the European Council 
and the Council for the 2019 budget (section II) due to the lack of cooperation from the Council, and called 
on the Council to resume negotiations in view of finding an agreement on the annual discharge procedure. 
Parliament has refused to grant discharge to the Council every financial year since 2009. 

On 27 September, CONT voted on a second report and proposed to refuse the granting of discharge. In 
the accompanying motion for resolution, it regrets the Council’s continuing refusal to engage in loyal 
cooperation in the framework of the discharge procedure, which prevents Parliament making an informed 
decision, and its lack of respect for Parliament’s role as guarantor of the democratic accountability of the 
Union budget. CONT reiterates the need to improve cooperation on the discharge procedure, through a 
memorandum of understanding between Parliament and Council, and confirms Parliament’s readiness to 
start negotiations on such a document. CONT recalls that each institution is individually responsible for the 
implementation of its respective budget sector, that Council’s expenditure must be scrutinised in the same 
way as that of other institutions, and that the two sections – European Council and Council – should be 
separated. CONT regrets that the Council does not carry out impact assessments of its amendments to 
Commission proposals nor provide a comprehensive summary of key performance indicators. It further 
expresses concern that no action to enhance the ethical framework, transparency and avoidance of 
conflicts of interest of Member States' representatives has been reported, thus jeopardising the reputation 
of the Council and the Union as a whole. CONT finally regrets the lack of information on the measures taken 
to ensure equal opportunities, gender equality and geographical balance in the Council.  

2019 Discharge: General budget of the EU - European Council and Council (section II); Discharge procedure 
2020/2142(DEC); Committee responsible: CONT; Rapporteur: Pascal Durand (Renew, France). 
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