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European political parties: Statute and funding 
During the November I plenary session, Parliament is due to vote on an implementation report concerning the 
Regulation on the statute and funding of European political parties and foundations. Parliament has to report 
on the application of the Regulation, and propose modifications where appropriate, by 31 December 2021, and 
every five years thereafter. The Commission is also required to present a parallel implementation report and a 
legislative proposal to amend the current regulation, if appropriate, and is expected to do so in November 2021. 

Background 
The Regulation on the statute and funding of European political parties and foundations characterises 
European political parties as non-profit political alliances of national parties, represented in at least one 
quarter of the Member States and bound by EU founding values (Article 2 Treaty on European Union, TEU). 
National parties cannot be affiliated to more than one European party, to ensure a certain political affinity. 
European parties contribute to forming European political awareness and to expressing the will of citizens 
of the Union, as stated in Article 10(4) TEU and Article 12(2) of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU. 
European political foundations are non-profit entities affiliated to European parties (one per party) that 
complement their activities. European parties and foundations must each be registered by the Authority 
for European Political Parties and Foundations, which oversees them and can impose sanctions if they do 
not comply with the registration requirements or the applicable rules on funding and data protection. Ten 
European parties and ten foundations are currently registered by the Authority. Registered parties and 
foundations enjoy European legal personality and can receive funds from the EU budget. Grants from the 
budget cannot exceed 90 % of the expenditure of European parties (95 % for foundations), thus obliging 
European parties to finance 10 % of their expenditure through their own resources.  

European Parliament position 
The report of the Committee on Constitutional Affairs takes stock of the implementation of the Regulation 
and proposes several modifications to the current wording. It proposes to simplify the conditions to create 
and register a European party, and to set minimum rules applicable to their structure and functioning at EU 
level. Democratic and transparent procedures, including for the election of candidates, should be required. 
As regards membership, the report calls for party membership to be opened to national parties from other 
European countries, thus allowing European parties to collect membership fees from those non-EU members, 
a possibility barred by the Court of Justice of the EU's ruling in ACRE v Parliament (T-107/19). As regards 
funding, the report proposes to extend the categories of revenue parties can receive beyond donations 
(from natural and legal persons) and contributions (from members) as allowed at present, and to lower the 
level of own resources required to receive grants from the EU budget to 5 %. It also calls on the Commission 
to consider modifying the funding model for European parties, moving from the current scheme, in which 
90 % of the EU funding is allocated in proportion to parties’ share of seats in the European Parliament, to a 
scheme based on the number of votes each party receives in European elections. The report also contains 
several proposals to reduce the administrative burden on parties and foundations for the presentation of 
their annual accounts (i.e. abandoning International Financial Reporting Standards) while strengthening 
transparency as regards their financing. Finally, the report also proposes a relaxation of the rules applicable 
to the expenditure of political parties, thus allowing them to finance any activity that increases European 
political awareness, including referendum campaigns relating to the implementation of the EU Treaties.  

Own-initiative report: 2021/2018(INI); Committee responsible: AFCO; Rapporteurs: Rainer Wieland (EPP, Germany) 
and Charles Goerens (Renew, Luxembourg). 
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