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This briefing follows up the commitments made by the commissioner since 2019. 

Commitment State of play 

Crisis management & emergency response 

“I intend to vigorously pursue a strengthened 
implementation of rescEU – the Enhanced 
Union Civil Protection Mechanism – in close 
collaboration with the Member States.” 

A Commission Implementing Decision establishing 
rescEU capacities to manage low probability risks with 
a high impact was issued on 26 March 2020. 
In June 2020 the Commissioner proposed allocating 
EUR 2 billion to reinforce rescEU direct crisis response 
tools. 
A 2020 Commission proposal reforming rescEU was 
adopted by the EU and entered into force in May 2021.  
The new EU Civil Protection Mechanism (EUCPM) has 
actively supported the EU response in relation to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, evacuation efforts from 
Afghanistan, and emergency assistance for Ukraine. 

Humanitarian response, including gender 
considerations 

“In fragile countries, especially those with 
protracted crises, we need to work towards a 
humanitarian-development- peace nexus.” 

A communication on the EU’s humanitarian aid in the 
context of the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond – 
including the Commission’s rapid response capacity 
and ways to enhance work on the humanitarian 
development-peace nexus – was adopted in March 
2021.  
An implementation follow-up report was delivered in 
March 2022. 
The first European Humanitarian Forum, co-hosted by 
the Commission and the French Council presidency on 
21-23 March 2022, produced policy deliverables on 
climate and environment and other topics raised by the 
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communication, such as humanitarian access, 
capacities, and efficient use of resources. 
In response to the situation in conflict countries, the EU 
continued to deliver humanitarian aid as well as 
development assistance. In Afghanistan, the 
Commission has spoken of ‘humanitarian plus’ aid. 
In general, the resources do not match the global 
needs, as the situation in Ukraine has made evident. 

“Humanitarian aid should bear in mind this 
specific situation of women and girls [...] special 
needs also include sexual and reproductive 
health services.” 

On 25/11/2020, the Commission and the High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy / Commission Vice President (HR/VP) issued a 
joint communication on the Gender Action Plan III, 
including a section on ‘Promoting sexual and 
reproductive health and rights’. 

Disaster prevention and preparedness 

“I intend to intensify the EU’s efforts to prevent 
disasters from occurring in the first place, while 
also strengthening our capacity to adapt to a 
changing environment.” 

The EU’s latest ‘Overview of Natural and Man-made 
Disaster Risks the European Union May Face’ was 
published in 2021, drawing on risk assessments 
developed by EU Member States and the European 
Commission’s cross-sectoral policy and scientific work.  
The 2021 Communication on the EU’s humanitarian 
action foresees increasing the share of climate funds 
dedicated to enhancing resilience and adaptation in 
the most disaster-prone countries and regions, and 
offers new guidance on disaster preparedness among 
the EU’s humanitarian partners. 
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