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This briefing follows up the commitments made by the commissioner since 2019. 

Commitment State of play 

Africa

“It is my intention to build on the EU-Africa 
Alliance for Sustainable Investments and Jobs, 
towards a comprehensive European strategy for 
Africa”. 

On 9/3/2020, the Commission and the High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy / Commission Vice President (HR/VP) issued a 
joint communication titled ‘Towards a comprehensive 
strategy with Africa’. 
The long awaited 6th EU-African Union Summit was 
held on 17 and 18 February 2022 in Brussels. The 
Summit led to the adoption of a Joint Vision for 2030. 

Neighbourhood, development and 
international cooperation instrument 
(NDICI) 

“I intend to work with you and others to facilitate 
an agreement on the neighbourhood 
development and international cooperation 
instrument”. 

The NDICI – Global Europe Regulation entered into 
force on 14 June 2021 (and applies retroactively from 
1 Jan 2021). 
Under NDICI-Global Europe, Parliament engages 
twice per year in a geopolitical dialogue with the 
Commission. Two such high-level geopolitical 
dialogues have taken place, in June and Oct 2021, 
with the participation of Commissioner Urpilainen. 

Post-Cotonou Agreement 

“I will also make it my priority to conclude 
negotiations on the post-Cotonou Agreement”. 

The chief negotiators of the EU and the Organisation 
of African, Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS) 
reached an agreement in December 2020. The new 
agreement was initialled in April 2021, and the 
Commission submitted the proposal on the signing 
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https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/02/18/sixth-european-union-african-union-summit-a-joint-vision-for-2030/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/947/oj
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and provisional application of the agreement to the 
Council in June 2021. The signature of the new 
agreement has since been delayed, and the current 
Cotonou agreement has been extended until June 
2023. 
The European Parliament will have to give its consent 
to the new agreement. 

Gender in international partnership 

“We are going to make a Gender Action Plan III”. On 25/11/2020, the Commission and the HR/VP 
issued a joint communication to the European 
Parliament and the Council on the Gender Action 
Plan III, in which 85 % of all new external actions will 
contribute to gender equality and women's 
empowerment by 2025. This aim is also specified in 
the NDICI-Global Europe regulation.  

Education 

“Gender equality and the empowerment of 
women and girls will continue to be a top priority 
and will be mainstreamed in all our actions”. 
“I want in particular to step up our efforts in ... 
Sub-Saharan African countries”. 
In 2020, Commissioner Urpilainen said that 
she would increase EU education funding to 
10 % of spending for the countries in her 
portfolio.  

In November 2021, Commissioner Urpilainen 
announced that the EU will allocate EUR 6 billion 
during 2021-27 to improve education worldwide. 
This amount represents around 13 % of spending 
within her portfolio. This amount also represents EUR 
2 billion more than what was spent during 2014-2020. 

Forests and climate change 

“I will work on partnerships to promote forest 
protection, restoration, and afforestation”. 

In 2020, the Commission began developing ‘forest 
partnerships’ to support sustainable forest 
management in partner countries worldwide. 

“Supporting partner countries to mitigate and 
adapt to climate change and reduce biodiversity 
loss will be among my priorities and the focus of 
our investment”. 

The NDICI-Global Europe programme aims to spend 
30 % of its funds on climate objectives, and 7.5% of its 
funds to biodiversity goals in 2024 – increasing to 
10% in 2026 and 2027. 
The Commission has supported developing countries 
in cutting emissions and adapting to the impact of 
climate change under the Paris Agreement. 
The Commission launched new biodiversity projects, 
including ‘SWITCH to circular economy value chains’. 
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