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Dear Reader, 

The number of farms in EU-27 declined by about 
32% between 2003 and 2016, from 15 to 10 
million. According to projections, the EU might 
lose an additional 6.4 million farms by 2040, 
resulting in a remaining number of approxima-
tely 3.9 million farms across the EU, an impres-
sive 62% decrease as compared to 2016 figures. 

This decrease poses an existential challenge to the multifunctional European 
farming model, which is key to our transition to a sustainable food system 
that ensures our food security while having a neutral or positive environ-
mental impact at the same time. A threat compounded by the fallout from 
the war in Ukraine and the related possible disruptions in food supply-chains.  

Against this background, the upcoming study commissioned by the AGRI 
Committee on “The future of the European farming model” will provide 
useful input on how we can reconcile our farming model with these long-
term trends and the need to keep the EU’s position as an agricultural power-
house. 

Norbert Lins, MEP 
Chair of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development 

BUDG  The New EFSD+ and the EIB’s 
External Lending Mandate 
Study presentation  
20 April 2022  
 

EMPL Occupational safety and 
health: adjusting provisions in the 
light of COVID-19  
Study presentation 
28 April 2022 - from 13.45   

DID YOU KNOW? 
You can check all past and future events  
organized by committees and policy  
departments on the committee website  
under the Events tab. 

FOCUS 

The COVID-19 pandemic has signifi-
cantly reduced ridership across pu-
blic transport networks. Since the 
outbreak, the public transport sector 
has lost 40-70% of passengers. 

This thematic briefing provides the 
European Parliament’s Committee 
on Transport and Tourism (TRAN) 

with an overview of the repercussions of the COVID-19 pandemic on the 
public transport sector, as well as policy recommendations to address the 
challenges emerging from the crisis. 

Scan the QR code 
to access the publication 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

The new proposed regulation addresses targeted issues and closes some loopholes, 
but it does not radically change the regulatory framework. This study is an in-depth 
analysis of the key changes to Regulation 1141/2014 on the statute and funding of 
European political parties and foundations. It assesses to what extent the changes 
strengthen the capacity of Europarties to contribute to forming a European political 
awareness and expressing the will of EU citizens. 

Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs  

This study provides an overview of the EFSD+, a core part of the NDICI-Global Eu-
rope Instrument. The document situates the EFSD+ in the context of previous EU 
experiences with the use of blended finance and guarantees to address external 
action objectives, focusing on the EIB’s External Lending Mandate (ELM) and the 
European Fund for Sustainable Development (EFSD). 

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs  

The UN 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) includes SDG 10 
on reducing inequalities within and among countries. The EU committed to achieving 
the UN’s sustainable development goals internally, and to supporting partners to 
meet the goals worldwide. This study for the DEVE Committee considers what pro-
gress the EU has made so far. The authors suggest that maintaining political will may 
prove to be the biggest challenge in the future. 

Policy Department for External Relations   

Economic globalisation and integration have led to an increase in the mobility of 
taxpayers and aggravated tax competition in the area of personal income and 
wealth taxation. The report requested by FISC finds that two main instruments are 
used by EU governments to compete for mobile taxpayers: (top) personal income 
and wealth tax rates and preferential tax arrangements for foreigners. Currently, the 
fiscal costs of tax competition appear to be limited but there can be wider economic 
costs. 

Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies   
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BUDG The next revision of the financial regulation and the EU Budget 

   galaxy - March 2022 

Policy departments provide in-house and  
external expertise to support EP  
committees and other parliamentary bod-
ies in shaping legislation and exercising  
democratic scrutiny over EU policies.  

Send your details to: 
ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu 

All publications: 
www.europarl.europa.eu/

supporting-analyses 

AGRI The future of the European farming model - April 2022 

DROI     External policy tools to address modern slavery and  forced 

 labour  - April 2022 

PETI Harmonisation of EU environmental law -  April 2022 

ECON Green Bonds: An assessment of the recent EU Green Bonds  

 proposal and its potential to prevent green washing - April 2022 
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