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EN 

Strengthening Europol's mandate 
In December 2020, the Commission proposed to amend the Europol Regulation to improve the agency's 
cooperation with private parties, reinforce its role in research and innovation for law enforcement and remedy 
the legal gaps in the processing of personal data. During the May I plenary session, Parliament is set to vote on 
the provisional agreement resulting from interinstitutional negotiations.  

Background 
Europol, the EU's law enforcement agency, supports Member State's law enforcement authorities in 
countering serious crime and terrorism. The agency has been governed by Regulation (EU) 2016/794 
(Article 88 TFEU) since 2017. However, a series of shortcomings have already been identified, in particular 
in relation to the agency's processing, analysis and exchange of information, and in terms of data 
protection. Moreover, in light of the evolving security landscape and to address the challenge of new 
technologies in the area of internal security, as emphasised by the EU's Security Union Strategy 2020-2025, 
a need to strengthen Europol's mandate has emerged.   

European Commission proposal 
On 9 December 2020, the Commission presented a proposal for a regulation on a revised mandate for 
Europol, focused on three main aspects: enabling effective cooperation with private parties and third 
countries; allowing Europol to process large and complex datasets, addressing the agency's 'big data 
challenge'; and strengthening the agency's role in research and innovation for law enforcement. Moreover, 
the proposal aims to assign new tasks to Europol. These include: strengthening cooperation with the 
European Public Prosecutor's Office (EPPO) and the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF); the competence to 
request national authorities to start investigations in relation to a crime affecting EU interests, but 
concerning only one Member State; as well as enabling the agency to enter alerts in the Schengen 
information system (SIS) on third-country national suspects and criminals (see related proposal on SIS). 

European Parliament position 
Following the opinion of the Committee on Budgets, the Committee on Civil Liberties in charge of the file 
adopted its draft report on 12 October 2021, and Parliament entered into interinstitutional negotiations. 
The report supports enhancing Europol's role, including allowing the agency to receive personal data 
directly from private parties and to conduct EU security research projects. However, the report also calls for 
enhanced safeguards, democratic oversight and accountability, proposing, for example, the appointment 
of a fundamental rights officer at Europol. On 1 February 2022, Council and Parliament reached a 
provisional agreement on the text. This includes reinforced cooperation with private parties and third 
countries, a new role for Europol in research and innovation, and improved rules on big data analysis and 
data protection. Supervision of Europol is increased, with more powers for the European Data Protection 
Supervisor, enhanced monitoring by the Europol Joint Parliamentary Scrutiny Group and a new 
fundamental rights officer. Finally, Europol's Executive Director may propose that a Member State's 
authorities investigate a non-cross-border crime affecting a common EU interest and Europol may propose 
that Member States enter information alerts in SIS regarding third-country nationals. 

First-reading report: 2020/0349(COD); Committee 
responsible: LIBE; Rapporteur: Javier Zarzalejos (EPP, Spain). 
For further information see our 'EU Legislation in progress' 
briefing.  
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