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European education area: Better education for all 
Education is not only a right, but also a foundation for personal fulfilment and a stepping stone to employability 
and active citizenship. In her political guidelines, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen pledged 
to make the European education area a reality by 2025. Parliament will take the discussion further during its 
May II plenary session, with questions to the Commission and Council on the topic. 

An evolving vision 
European leaders endorsed the idea of a European education area (EEA) for the first time at the 2017 
Gothenburg Social Summit. The Commission laid out its vision for the establishment of an EEA by 2025 in 
three documents. A 2017 communication argued that the creation of an EEA would support job creation, 
economic growth and social fairness. In 2018, a second communication brought together a set of initiatives 
in the fields of education, training, youth and culture to help secure a more competitive, inclusive and 
cohesive Europe. These initiatives included Council recommendations on the mutual recognition of 
diplomas, the teaching and learning of languages, and high quality early childhood education and care 
systems. In its third communication of 2020, the Commission outlined its renewed vision for the EEA and 
practical ways to achieve it, structured around six dimensions:  
 quality education that equips young people; 
 systems that are inclusive and that promote gender equality;  
 education and training policies and investments geared to the digital and green transitions;  
 well supported, highly competent and motivated educators with varied careers;  
 closer and deeper cooperation between higher education institutions;  
 education cooperation as part of external policies.  

For each of these dimensions the Commission identified a series of actions and initiatives, as well as an 
enabling framework, together with means of tracking progress. 
The Council of the EU responded with a resolution on a strategic framework for European cooperation in 
education and training for the 2021-2030 period, to structure collaboration between the EU and Member 
States and achieve their collective vision. The following seven EU-level targets must be attained to 
implement the EEA in full. 
By 2025: 
 at least 60 % of recent graduates from vocational education and training should benefit from 

work-based learning;  
 at least 47 % of adults aged 25 to 64 should have participated in learning during the last 12 

months. 
By 2030: 
 less than 15 % of 15-year-olds should be low-achievers in reading, mathematics and science; 
 less than 15 % of pupils in their eighth year of schooling should be low-achievers in computer 

and information literacy; 
 at least 96 % of children between the age of three and the starting age for compulsory 

primary education should participate in early childhood education and care; 
 less than 9 % of pupils should leave education and training early; 
 at least 45 % of 25 to 34 year-olds should have a higher education qualification. 

In May, the Parliament is due to vote on a resolution on 'micro credentials, individual learning accounts and 
learning for a sustainable environment' in the EEA, following debate with the Commission and Council. 
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