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'This is Europe' debate in the European Parliament: 
Speech by Micheál Martin, Taoiseach of Ireland,  

on 8 June 2022 
'This is Europe' – an initiative proposed by the President of the European Parliament, Roberta Metsola – 
consists of a series of debates with EU leaders to discuss their visions for the future of the European Union. 
Following the first speech in this series by the Italian Prime Minister, Mario Draghi, on 3 May 2022, the Irish 
Taoiseach (Prime Minister), Micheál Martin, was the second EU leader to address the Parliament, on 8 June.1 
Mr Martin suggested numerous ways to strengthen and further develop the Union, notably by increasing 
its budget. He also expressed his support for Treaty change, if necessary, as well as for Ukraine's application 
for EU membership, and stressed the need to protect EU values and apply EU laws. 

'In our Union we are better together, we are stronger together, we achieve most and best 
when we work together.'  Micheál Martin 

Background 
Launched by Roberta Metsola soon after her January 2022 election as President of the European Parliament, 
the 'This is Europe' initiative is particularly relevant in the context of the Conference on the Future of Europe 
(CoFE), a bottom-up exercise allowing European citizens to express their opinion on the Union's future 
policies and functioning. A similar initiative by the Parliament took place between January 2018 and April 
2019, ahead of the European elections of May 2019, when different EU leaders spoke in the Parliament's 
plenary sessions about their views on the future of Europe. An EPRS analysis of these Future of Europe 
debates identified the various similarities and differences in the views expressed by EU leaders. 
After a year of discussions, on 30 April 2022, the plenary of the Conference on the Future of Europe adopted 
49 proposals containing more than 300 measures by which they might be achieved. The final report of the 
CoFE was handed over to the Presidents of the EU institutions at the closing ceremony on 9 May 2022. 
The previous week, the Parliament adopted, by a large majority, a resolution on the follow-up to the CoFE, 
calling for a Convention, based on Article 48 of the Treaty on European Union, to be convened. 

Figure 1: Time devoted by Micheál Martin to various topics in his speech 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: EPRS. 

                                                             
1 The 'This is Europe' debates will continue, with the next expected to feature being the Croatian Prime Minister, Andrej Plenković,, in the plenary 
session of 22-23 June 2022, and other leaders invited to subsequent sessions. 
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0141_EN.pdf
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Main focus of Micheál Martin's speech 
Mr Martin addressed a wide range of topics in his speech to the European Parliament (see Figure 1). 
However, he devoted a significant amount of attention to the following themes: i) Peace in Ireland; ii) Irish 
EU membership and its benefits; and iii) European integration.  

Peace in Ireland 
Paying tribute to John Hume, former MEP and Nobel Peace Prize winner (a bust of whom he had unveiled 
in the Parliament in Strasbourg the previous evening), as well as to the European Parliament for its support 
for the Good Friday/Belfast Agreement, Mr Martin stressed the 'need to find a unique solution that would 
work for Northern Ireland'. He deplored the 'bad-faith efforts to undermine' the withdrawal agreement and 
called on the UK government 'to engage with good faith, seriousness, and commitment. Unilateral action 
to set aside a solemn agreement would be deeply damaging.' 

Irish EU membership and its benefits  
Speaking shortly after the 50th anniversary of Irish citizens' vote to join the EU, Mr Martin stressed the 
transformative nature of EU membership, which has had a positive impact across all dimensions of Irish 
society, enabling sustained progress. For him, Europe is not a threat to sovereignty, but an enabler of 
sovereignty. 

European integration 
The Taoiseach said that the 'Union must be strengthened', having signalled at European Council meetings 
that Ireland supports more 'ambition and urgency in developing the Union'. Mr Martin indicated that he 
was 'open to Treaty change if this proves necessary'. However, first one should 'do what we can within the 
existing framework'. In his response to questions from the MEPs, he specified that Treaty change could be 
necessary regarding enlargement, a European Parliament right of initiative, and public health. 

Specific proposals and positions 
The Taoiseach used the opportunity to lay out his views on how the European Union should advance in 
specific policy areas, including some new proposals, as summarised below. 2  

Table 1: Specific proposals made by Micheál Martin per policy area 

Policy issue Priority action and proposals (quotes) 
EU budget Even though we are a net contributor, we supported a larger budget for the Union. 

Support for 
Ukraine 

We must stand with Ukraine, not just during this war, but in the months and years ahead. 
Our agenda must be Ukraine's reconstruction, its securing of democracy and its inclusion 
within our Union. 

Enlargement I strongly support Ukraine's application for membership.  

Protecting 
EU values 

We stand resolutely with all those who share the core values of peace, democracy and 
progress in Europe – and believe that protecting these values demands a strong EU. The Union 
cannot work if its members refuse to follow the laws, which apply to us all. 

EU sanctions 
on Russia 

We strongly support the toughest possible sanctions – and we do so understanding that this 
involves costs for us all. 

Food 
security 

Ireland will support the EU in playing its part in effective and swift international coordination 
to ensure a comprehensive global food security response. 

Climate and 
energy 

Redouble efforts to accelerate decarbonisation of our society, break our dependence on 
fossil fuels, and provide a more resilient, secure and sustainable energy system for future 
generations. Regions which are most affected must get a genuine opportunity to transition 
to a longer-term, more secure and more prosperous role in energy production. 

Source: EPRS. 

                                                             
2  Under the terms of an agreement between the political parties making up the Irish government, it is expected that Micheál Martin will step down 
from the office of Taoiseach on 15 December 2022. Former Taoiseach Leo Varadkar, the current Tánaiste (i.e. Deputy Head of the Government of 
Ireland) and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment, will then most likely be elected for the second part of this government's term in office.  
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