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'This is Europe' debate in the European Parliament: 
Speech by Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Prime Minister of Greece, 

on 5 July 2022 
'This is Europe' – an initiative proposed by the President of the European Parliament, Roberta Metsola – 
consists of a series of debates with EU leaders to discuss their visions for the future of the European Union. 
On 5 July 2022, the Prime Minister of Greece, Kyriakos Mitsotakis, was the fourth EU leader to address the 
Parliament since its Conference of Presidents endorsed the initiative on 28 April 2022.1 Mr Mitsotakis 
mentioned EU solidarity frequently, in terms of how it had helped Greece during the economic crisis, how 
Greece could contribute to energy security, and how the EU should support Greece when dealing with 
migration challenges and relations with Turkey, as well as of the effective impact of solidarity in dealing 
with the Covid-19 pandemic. Another key theme in the Prime Minister's speech was crisis, and how the EU 
can better deal with future challenges by learning lessons from its handling of previous crises. One of 
Mr Mitsotakis's concluding messages was that the EU needs an 'agenda for resilience and development' to 
respond to major challenges in defence, migration, banking union, energy, coordinated action based on 
the Recovery and Resilience Facility, the deepening of democracy, addressing fake news, and developing 
the EU's role in the Western Balkans.  

Background 
Launched by Roberta Metsola soon after her January 2022 election as President of the European Parliament, 
the 'This is Europe' initiative is particularly relevant in the context of the Conference on the Future of Europe 
(CoFoE), a bottom-up exercise allowing European citizens to express their opinion on the Union's future 
policies and functioning. A similar initiative by the Parliament took place between January 2018 and 
April 2019, ahead of the European elections of May 2019, when different EU leaders spoke in the 
Parliament's plenary sessions about their views on the future of Europe. An EPRS analysis of these Future of 
Europe debates identified the various similarities and differences in the views expressed by EU leaders. 
After a year of discussions, on 30 April 2022, the plenary of the Conference on the Future of Europe adopted 
49 proposals containing more than 300 measures by which they might be achieved. The final CoFoE report 
was handed over to the Presidents of the EU institutions at the closing ceremony on 9 May 2022. The 
previous week, the Parliament adopted, by a large majority, a resolution on the follow-up to the CoFoE, 
calling for a Convention to be convened, on the basis of Article 48 of the Treaty on European Union. 

Figure 1 – Time devoted by Kyriakos Mitsotakis to various topics in his speech 

 
Source: EPRS. 

 
1 An earlier speech to the Parliament in this context by Estonian Prime Minister Kaja Kallas took place before this endorsement. 
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Main focus of Kyriakos Mitsotakis's speech 
While Mr Mitsotakis addressed a wide range of topics in his speech to the Parliament (see Figure 1), he 
devoted significant attention to: i) the Greek economy; ii) energy; iii) war in Ukraine, and iv) social policy.  

Greek economy 
In a clear nod to Greece's previous economic troubles, Mr Mitsotakis began his speech by stating that his 
country has suffered more than any other in Europe in recent years. However, ultimately his message on 
this topic was about how Greece has overcome these economic issues and is now in a new age of 
development. To emphasise this point, Mr Mitsotakis noted that, in one month, Greece would no longer be 
under the enhanced surveillance framework, that it is now the third fastest-growing economy in the EU, 
and that it will meet all its International Monetary Fund commitments two years ahead of schedule.  

Energy 
Mr Mitsotakis warned that inflation could lead to populism, and stressed that the EU should reduce its 
dependence on Russian energy, utilise more sustainable energy sources, and not be afraid to intervene in 
markets when they are not working for citizens. The Greek leader suggested that the EU should learn from 
its successes in tackling previous crises when responding to the energy crisis. He linked the issues of energy 
autonomy, the green transition and EU solidarity when he highlighted Greece's ability to contribute to 
energy security in Greece, the Western Balkans and eastern Europe, utilising infrastructure and renewables. 

Russia's war in Ukraine 
The Greek Prime Minister referred to Russia's war against Ukraine as a turning point for Europe, and noted 
that the effects of the war were spilling into all aspects of European society. Mr Mitsotakis also wove the 
issue of Turkey into this part of his speech. He warned that Russia's war on Ukraine could embolden other 
nations to make aggressive moves. Furthermore, he cautioned against the revival of 'imperial fantasies'.  

Social policy 
On social policy, Mr Mitsotakis touched on several topics. He noted that the Covid-19 pandemic had 
brought a new focus on the national health system in Greece and that the country was now moving towards 
free public general practitioner care for all. When discussing the improved economic situation in Greece, 
he also stressed that social and economic improvements went hand in hand, and emphasised changes such 
as an increase in the minimum wage and the introduction of a digital labour card to protect workers.  

EU solidarity 
The Greek leader outlined how Greece could contribute to EU solidarity in terms of energy. He praised the 
presence of EU leaders at the border within 48 hours, when migrants were attempting to breach the border 
between Turkey and Greece. However, Mr Mitsotakis called for more EU solidarity in terms of protecting the 
external EU border from Turkey's exploitation of migrants and its aggression against Greece and Cyprus. 

Specific proposals and positions 
The Prime Minister used the opportunity to present his views on how the EU should advance in specific 
policy areas, also making some new proposals, as summarised below.  

Table 1 – Specific proposals made by Kyriakos Mitsotakis per policy area 
Policy issue Priority action and proposals  
Energy  Energy markets should be reformed when they no longer work, and no EU country should be 

excluded from the EU energy network. 
Enlargement The Prime Minister supports EU enlargement into the Western Balkans.  
Russia's war 
in Ukraine 

We stand on the side of peace and international law.  

EU solidarity In a connected world, no state alone can manage a crisis of the dimension of the sovereign debt 
crisis, the refugee crisis, the pandemic and now the energy crisis. 

Turkey Greece will not tolerate challenges to its national sovereignty and territorial integrity. 
Source: EPRS. 
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