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Protests in Iran over the death of Mahsa Amini 
For the past two weeks, Iran has seen massive protests over the death in police custody of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini, 
a Kurdish woman arrested for allegedly violating Iran's compulsory veiling laws. Protests have spread to more than 
150 cities across Iran, including universities. The government has reacted violently to the protests, leading to at 
least 75 deaths and over a thousand arrests. Iranians are protesting not just against Amini's death, but also against 
an increasingly repressive regime that targets women, journalists and minorities. During its current mandate, the 
European Parliament has adopted eight resolutions condemning human rights violations in Iran. 

Current situation 
Wearing a headscarf in public is mandatory for women in Iran. On 13 September 2022, Mahsa Amini was 
arrested by the morality police for wearing her headscarf (hijab) improperly. Following three days in police 
custody, she died on 16 September 2022. Her funeral in her native Kurdistan in north-western Iran on 
17 September 2022 sparked protests that quickly spread to cities all over the country, including the capital 
Tehran. According to reports, the protests are led by women, who have taken off and burned their hijabs 
and cut their hair, in solidarity with Amini. Commentators have described the protests as 'notable for their 
vehemence in opposing regime policies'. However, commentators also see these demonstrations as part of 
a 'continuum of protests addressing a wide range of concerns'. Iran has regularly seen demonstrations in 
recent months over economic conditions, including 'skyrocketing living costs', and in protest against the 
clerical regime. The protesters have included teachers, retirees, and farm workers, among other groups. 
Inflation is running high and the government has increased the prices of certain commodities drastically.  

The Iranian government's response to the protests 
Iran's president Ebrahim Raisi has vowed to 'deal decisively' with the protests, and at least 75 people have 
died during the crackdowns. In an attempt to contain the demonstrations, the regime has arrested protest 
leaders and shut down social media platforms. Authorities have often restricted access to the internet in 
the past to prevent protesters from sharing visual material and information on social media. The authorities 
have also organised pro-government counter-demonstrations. President Raisi has spoken with Amini's 
family and has called for an investigation to determine the cause of her death. 

Women's rights in Iran 
Since the Islamic Revolution in 1979, women's rights in Iran have been restricted. Several laws introduced 
after the revolution imposed a public dress code for women, including a mandatory headscarf. Under 
President Hassan Rouhani, a relative moderate, the enforcement of the dress code was relaxed and women 
increasingly defied the modesty laws. In 2017, police in Tehran announced that they would stop arresting 
women for modesty violations. However, after President Ebrahim Raisi – an 'ultraconservative cleric' – took 
office last year, the morality police started to enforce the dress code once more. On 15 August 2022, 
President Raisi signed a decree to enforce the country's headscarf and chastity law, which resulted in a new 
list of restrictions regarding how women can dress. Simultaneously, reports surfaced of authorities in Iran 
cracking down increasingly on women deemed to be in violation of rules on wearing the hijab. 

Internet restrictions 
The government has shut down the internet almost entirely, in particular restricting access to social media 
and messaging platforms, such as Instagram and WhatsApp, as well as LinkedIn and Skype, and has 
announced that internet restrictions will remain in place while the protests continue. Experts describe these 
as the most severe internet restrictions since the 2019 protests. In response, the US Treasury Department 
has given permission to information technology firms to provide Iranian citizens with internet services 
despite the ongoing implementation of US sanctions on Iran, thus enabling (Elon Musk's company) 
SpaceX's Starlink satellite service to operate in Iran. However, technical challenges relating chiefly to a lack 
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of connection terminals, but also to legal challenges, reportedly remain regarding the supply and use of 
terminals inside Iran. 

Human rights situation in general 
Iran has ratified only six international human rights treaties, including the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights – ICCPR (in 1975 before the Islamic Revolution), but not the Convention on the 
Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women. The protection of fundamental rights is anchored 
in the country's constitution. Nevertheless, according to Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch, 
the human rights situation in Iran continues to deteriorate. In 2019, Iran's judiciary clamped down 
dramatically on peaceful dissent, sentencing scores of human rights defenders to decades-long prison 
sentences, including a number of prominent human rights lawyers. Since the – flawed – election of 
Ebrahim Raisi to the presidency in September 2021, the human rights situation has deteriorated still further. 
The rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly have been heavily suppressed, torture and 
other ill-treatment remained widespread and systematic, and women, lesbian, gay, bi, trans and intersex 
people and ethnic and religious minorities face widespread discrimination. Executions have also seen a 
marked rise; in 2022, the country has already executed 419 people, 25 % more than in the whole of 2021, 
which also saw an increase over previous years. 

EU position on human rights in Iran  
The EU has been concerned about the human rights situation in Iran for years. In 2011, the EU imposed 
targeted sanctions, in response to serious human rights violations in Iran. Travel restrictions and an asset 
freeze were introduced with respect to persons 'complicit in or responsible for directing or implementing 
grave human rights violations in the repression of peaceful demonstrators, journalists, human rights 
defenders, students or other persons who speak up in defence of their legitimate rights'. Restrictive 
measures can also be imposed against anyone who is 'complicit in or responsible for directing or 
implementing grave violations of the right to due process, torture, cruel, inhuman and degrading 
treatment, or the indiscriminate, excessive and increasing application of the death penalty'. These sanctions 
currently apply to 84 people. On 23 March 2012, in view of the gravity of the human rights situation in Iran, 
additional restrictive measures were introduced, namely an embargo on equipment that may be used for 
internal repression and on equipment that may be used to monitor or intercept internet and telephone 
communications on mobile or fixed networks. The above measures have been extended on an annual basis 
ever since. On 11 April 2022, the Council extended the targeted sanctions until 13 April 2023. 

EU response to security crackdown in Iran 
On 25 September 2022, the High Representative/Vice-President of the Commission, Josep Borrell, speaking 
on behalf of the EU, condemned the widespread and disproportionate use of force against non-violent 
protestors as 'unjustifiable and unacceptable'. The EU and its Member States have urged the Iranian 
authorities to abide strictly by the principles enshrined in the ICCPR, to which Iran is a party. They have 
called on Iran to stop the violent crackdown on protests immediately and ensure internet access and the 
free flow of information. The EU and its Member States have also called on Iran to clarify the number of 
deaths and arrests, release all non-violent protestors, and ensure due process for all detainees. Moreover, 
they have called for the killing of Mahsa Amini to be duly investigated, and for any person proven 
responsible for her death to be held accountable. 
The EU is considering imposing further sanctions against Iran in response to the widespread and 
disproportionate use of force against the protesters, including further economic sanctions. On 
22 September, the US announced that it would impose sanctions on the morality police and security forces. 

European Parliament position 
During its current term, Parliament has so far adopted eight resolutions critical of human rights violations in 
Iran. These include a resolution on the situation of imprisoned EU-Iranian dual nationals in Iran; three 
resolutions on human rights defenders in Iran, including two resolutions highlighting the case of Nasrin 
Sotoudeh, a prominent human rights lawyer and winner of the 2012 Sakharov Prize; a resolution critical of the 
situation of women's rights defenders; a resolution on the violent crackdown on anti-government protests in 
2019; a resolution on the case of Ahmadreza Djalali; and a resolution on the death penalty in Iran. 
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