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Dear Reader, 

Forced labour is far from being a pheno-
menon of the past. In 2021, 28 million 
people found themselves in forced la-
bour. No region of the world is exempt. 

The INTA committee has been calling for 
such a ban as early as 2010. More re-
cently I introduced a motion for a reso-

lution calling for a forced labour instrument, which was adopted by an 
overwhelming majority in June 2022. 

Now the Commission has answered our call, with a draft regulation prohibi-
ting products made with forced labour. The European Parliament is ready to 
analyse the proposal and develop its position. 

A paper commissioned by INTA considers options for the EU ban, as well as 
the likely economic and social impact. I encourage you to read the analysis, 
which will inform our political work in the coming months. 

Bernd Lange, MEP 

Chair of the Committee on International Trade 
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online sales  
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Study presentation   
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DROI Right to Participate: legitimacy 
of electoral systems in authoritarian 
regimes     
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budget in international climate 
finance    
Workshop  
30 January 2023 

FOCUS 

This in-depth analysis examines the abili-
ty of EU trade policy tools to tackle the 
import and circulation of forced labour 
products effectively in the European 
single market.  

The paper requested by INTA compares 
the option of an EU import ban on forced 
labour goods to the option of a marke-

ting prohibition of such products, in light of the European Commission’s pro-
posal for a Regulation on prohibiting products made with forced labour on 
the Union market, published on 14 September 2022.  

Scan the QR codes 
to access the publications 

Policy Department for Economic,  
Scientific and Quality of Life Policies 
ECON - FISC - EMPL - ENVI - ITRE - IMCO 
poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu 

Policy Department for Structural and 
Cohesion Policies 
TRAN - REGI - AGRI - PECH - CULT 
poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu 

Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and 
Constitutional Affairs 
JURI - LIBE - AFCO - FEMM - PETI 
poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu 

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs 
BUDG - CONT 
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu 

Policy Department for External Relations 
AFET - SEDE - DROI - DEVE - INTA 
poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu 

Policy Department for External Relations 

AT A GLANCE 
Policy Departments’ Monthly Highlights 

CONTACTS 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

mailto:poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu
mailto:poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu
mailto:poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu
mailto:poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu
mailto:poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/702570/EXPO_IDA(2022)702570_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/702570/EXPO_IDA(2022)702570_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/702570/EXPO_IDA(2022)702570_EN.pdf


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

Restrictive measures are the first tool available to Member States to slow the spread 
of an infectious disease, but they inevitably have implications for fundamental 
rights. The study requested by COVI analyses the impact of COVID-19 measures on 
democracy and fundamental rights in the EU taking into account comparative expe-
rience within EU Member States and relevant third countries. The study finds, inter 
alia, that a one-size-fits-all approach to vaccine hesitancy is unlikely to work. 

Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies  

Over the past decades, China has become a major player in global fisheries and 
aquaculture, in particular through the operations of its distant water fleets. The  
study for the PECH reviews China’s marine fisheries and aquaculture and its trade of 
fishery products. It recommends, among other things, to develop an  
appropriate strategy to respond to China’s increasing domination of the global fish-
meal supply, and calls for more transparency on Chinese fishing activities.    

Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies   

Applications based on distributed ledger technology such as NFTs bring about many 
legal questions. This study, commissioned by JURI, aims to provide an overview at 
Intellectual Property Rights and distributed ledger technology with a focus on IP  
issues relating to art NFTs and tokenised physical art works. 

Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs  

The study analyses cost of consultants in legislation drafting, their contracted activi-
ties over the past 10 years, as well as  ethical issues, raised by current practices. It 
was requested by CONT and examines the evolution of European Commission’s use 
of experts and its budgetary, legal and political implications.    

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs 
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COVI  Social and Economic consequences of COVID-19 - Jan 2023 Policy departments provide in-house and  
external expertise to support EP  
committees and other parliamentary bod-
ies in shaping legislation and exercising  
democratic scrutiny over EU policies.  

Send your details to: 
ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu 

All publications: 
www.europarl.europa.eu/

supporting-analyses 

DEVE Assessment of the overall actions needed to implement the agenda 

 2030 before its 2030 deadline - Jan 2023 

LIBE     Social media platforms and challenges for democracy, rule of law 

 and fundamental rights - Feb 2023 

CONT Transparency and accountability of EU funding for NGOs active 

 in EU policy areas within EU territory - Jun 2023 

TRAN  Assessment of the potential of sustainable fuels in transport -  
 Feb 2023 
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