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Strengthening EU rules on waste shipments 
During its January I plenary session, Parliament will vote on the report adopted by its Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) on a Commission proposal to revise EU rules on shipments 
of waste. The report as voted would then form Parliament's position for trilogue negotiations with the Council. 

Background 
Waste movements across borders are subject to Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 (the Waste Shipment 
Regulation – WSR). The WSR covers the export and import of waste from the EU to third countries, as well 
as intra-EU shipments. It transposes into EU law the obligations of the Basel Convention on the control of 
transboundary movements of hazardous wastes and their disposal, and the provisions of the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) decision establishing a control system for waste 
shipments destined for recovery within the OECD area. In the new circular economy action plan, the 
European Commission committed to review the WSR with the aim of easing shipments of waste for reuse 
and recycling in the EU; ensuring that the EU does not export its waste challenges to third countries; and 
tackling illegal waste shipments more effectively. In 2021, EU waste exports to non-EU countries reached 
33 million tonnes. Around 67 million tonnes of waste are shipped between EU Member States every year. 

European Commission proposal 
The proposal tabled by the Commission on 17 November 2021 would allow EU exports of non-hazardous 
waste only to those non-OECD countries that explicitly give their consent to receive EU waste, and 
demonstrate their ability to treat this waste in an environmentally sound manner. Prior to exporting waste, 
exporters would have to make sure that the facilities they ship waste to have undergone an audit by an 
independent and accredited third party. The Commission would monitor EU waste exports to OECD 
countries more closely, with the possibility to suspend them in the event of concerns regarding possible 
environmental damage at destination. Intra-EU shipments would be facilitated through the digitalisation 
of procedures for issuing and exchanging information and documents, with the creation of a central 
electronic system. Shipments of waste for disposal within the EU would be allowed only in specific cases. 

European Parliament position 
The legislative report adopted by the ENVI committee on 1 December 2022 seeks to strengthen the 
proposal, notably on transparency, monitoring, and scrutiny of waste management in third countries for 
the purpose of waste exports. Labour standards would be considered in the assessment of the receiving 
country's ability to treat waste sustainably. Audit requirements would be clarified, and provisions on 
whistle-blower protection introduced. The report would put an end to EU exports of non-hazardous plastic 
waste to non-OECD countries; and phase out plastic waste exports to OECD countries within 4 years of the 
regulation's entry into force. An EU risk-based targeting mechanism would be established to guide Member 
State inspections to prevent and detect illegal shipments. Inspection outcomes would be made public. The 
report awaits a vote during the January I plenary session. The text as adopted will then become Parliament's 
position for negotiations with the Council, which has still to agree on a general approach. 

First-reading report: 2021/0367(COD); Committee 
responsible: ENVI; Rapporteur: Pernille Weiss (EPP, Denmark). 
For further information see our 'EU Legislation in progress' 
briefing.  
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