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Vacancy for a Parliament vice-president 
In the context of ongoing investigations by Belgian authorities for alleged wrongdoing, on 13 December 2022 
the European Parliament voted by an overwhelming majority to strip Eva Kaili of her post as vice-president.  
Parliament is expected to vote on the election of a new vice-president during its first plenary session of 2023.  

Background  
Opening the December 2022 plenary session, Parliament's President, Roberta Metsola, declared that, 
having relieved Eva Kaili of all tasks and responsibilities relating to her role as vice-president, she would 
convene an extraordinary meeting of the Conference of Presidents (CoP) to launch a Rule 21 procedure 
(Early termination of an office) against Kaili. Metsola also stated that, like many of her fellow MEPs, fighting 
corruption was the reason why she was in politics. The following day, Parliament voted, by 625 to 1 (with 
2 abstentions), to end Kaili's term of office as vice president, to which she was appointed at the mid-term 
renewal in January 2022. The vote followed a unanimous vote in the CoP to launch the Rule 21 procedure. 
Parliament is expected to elect a new vice president during its January I 2023 plenary session. This is not 
the first time that Parliament has voted to fill a vice-president vacancy. The most recent example dates back 
to November 2020, although the context was very different. That time, Parliament elected Roberta Metsola 
as First Vice-President, replacing Mairead McGuinness, who had been appointed a Commissioner. 

Election and duties of Parliament's vice-presidents 
The 14 vice-presidents are elected for a two and a half year term during the first sitting of the parliamentary 
session (and again at mid-term), immediately after the election of the president (Rules 17 and 19). The duties 
of a vice-president (Rule 23) include replacing the president in the discharge of his or her duties, for instance 
chairing plenary sittings when the president is absent, and sitting as a member of Parliament's Bureau 
(Rule 25). The Bureau – composed of the president, 14 vice-presidents and 5 quaestors, the latter in an 
advisory capacity only – is broadly responsible for taking financial, organisational and administrative 
decisions to ensure the Parliament's smooth functioning. Three vice-presidents are also responsible for 
conciliation, the final stage of the ordinary legislative procedure, and, in that capacity, are permanent 
members of Parliament's delegation to the Conciliation Committee (Rule 77(3)). The vice-presidents 
responsible for relations between the European Parliament and national parliaments report regularly to the 
CoP (Rule 27(3)). The same is expected of the vice-president in charge of consulting with European civil 
society on key European issues (Rule 27(5)). The President may delegate any duties to the vice-presidents, 
including representing Parliament at specific ceremonies (Rule 23(3)).  

Parliament procedure to fill a vacancy 
According to Rule 20, if the president, or one of the vice-presidents or quaestors needs to be replaced, their 
successor must be elected in accordance with the respective rules for elections to the office concerned. This 
means that the successor to Eva Kaili will be elected on the basis of Rule 17 – election in a secret ballot by 
an absolute majority of votes cast. However, if a third round of votes is necessary, a relative majority would 
be sufficient (abstentions and spoilt votes do not count). If the number of nominations is lower than the 
number of seats to be filled, the candidates shall be elected by acclamation, unless Members or a political 
group or groups reaching at least the high threshold request a secret ballot (Rule 15).  
It should be underlined that a vice-president's successor takes the place of their predecessor in order of 
precedence for the remainder of their term (Rule 20(1)), however the new vice-president does not 
automatically take on the responsibilities previously held by his or her predecessor. 
This is an updated and revised version of an 'at a glance' note published in November 2020. 
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