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Commitments
made at the hearing of

CORINA CREŢU
Commissioner for Regional Policy

In her answers to the questionnaire
and during the hearing on 2
October 2014 before the
Committee on Regional
Development, commissioner-
designate Corina Creţu made a
number of commitments.
Commitments relevant to the
Committee on Regional
Development are presented in this
document1.



Briefing - Commissioners-designate hearings

General competence, European
commitment and personal
independence
New organisation of the Commission
“As Commissioner for Regional Policy I will closely
liaise with the Vice-President for Jobs Growth,
Investment and Competitiveness to make sure the
Commission delivers its strategic agenda. I see a
great opportunity in this set up to pool the resources
to ensure that the investments of the Cohesion
Policy can make a substantial contribution to the
Jobs, Growth and Investment package announced
by the President-elect. ”

Personal independence
“I have always acted in the European interest and I
intend to continue doing so. [...]I guarantee that I
will avoid any position or situation which could put
in question my independence, impartiality and
availability to the Commission and I will inform the
President-elect of any situation which might involve
a conflict of interests in the performance of my
official duties.”

Management of the portfolio and
cooperation with the European
Parliament
Responsibility and accountability to the
Parliament
“I will take my political responsibility for the
activities in the field of Regional Policy without
prejudice to the principle of collegiality and I will
carry out my responsibilities in full cooperation with
the other members of the Commission and in
accordance with the working methods established
by the President-elect. [...] As a member of the
College I know I am accountable to the directly
elected Members of the European Parliament In this
respect, the equal treatment of the European
Parliament and the Council will be a must in my
day-to-day activities.”

Enhanced transparency, cooperation and
follow-up to Parliament's positions and
requests for legislative initiatives
“Members of the European Parliament can be
assured that I will fully commit myself to a
transparent flow of information towards the
European Parliament, as foreseen in the Framework
Agreement between the Institutions. I will ensure
that the European Parliament receives all relevant
documents and information in a timely fashion and
on equal footing with the Council. Concerning the
follow-up to European Parliament's positions and
requests, I will apply the provisions of the
Framework Agreement and, in my areas of
responsibility, make sure that the Commission
responds to parliamentary resolutions or requests
made on the basis of Article 225 TFEU, within 3
months after their adoption."

Transparency and trust
“The relationship between the Commission and
Parliament should be based on transparency,
mutual trust, respect and the common goal of
working together in the interest of our citizens. That
is why I intend to work closely together with you to
fulfil our common European objectives successfully."

Cohesion Policy reform and the
EU2020 goals
Impact of the ESI Funds to reach the Europe
2020 goals
“My services will closely follow programmes to make
sure that cohesion policy makes it full contribution
to the achievement of Europe 2020 goals. I will pay
particular attention to the contribution that the
Funds under my responsibility should make to the
Digital Single Market and the European Energy
Union."

Provisions on partnership
“I will pay particular attention to the application of
the European code of conduct on Partnership.”



October 2014

An integrated approach
“The new regulatory framework provides for
possibilities to implement such integrated
approach, for example in the context of smart
specialisation strategies, synergies between
cohesion policy and other EU funds or of sustainable
urban development. I will pay particular attention
to the take-up of these opportunities and encourage
regions and cities to share their experience.”

Zero tolerance of fraud
“Since cohesion policy accounts for roughly a third
of the EU budget, I will pay close attention to all
measures necessary to ensure that the funds are
properly managed in line with the Financial
Regulation and the principles of sound financial
management. I will have zero tolerance of fraud.”

Regulatory framework possibilities for
simplification of the support for SMEs
“I intend to work with Member States to ensure that

these are fully realised and exploited.”

Cohesion Policy and the programme
of the European Commission
Jobs, growth and investment package
“I believe regional policy will make a major
contribution to President Juncker’s jobs, growth and
investment package – through its investment in the
real economy, its capacity to leverage private sector
resources and its involvement of regional and local
authorities, social partners and civil society
organisations.”

Cohesion policy and the main Commission
priorities
“This policy will be central to the delivery of the main
Commission priorities in areas such as innovation,
small and medium-sized enterprises, the Digital
Single Market, the European Energy Union, the
climate change objectives, the Trans-European
Networks and social inclusion."

Effective policy
“I will make sure that the new elements set out in the
new regulatory framework for a more effective
policy are delivered: a stronger focus on
performance, including on ensuring that the new
conditionality provisions of the funds are respected
and perform their role; close links with European
priorities in full accordance with the requirements of
the economic governance framework; and a
stronger territorial focus."

Good governance and the urban issues
“I intend to make full use of the new opportunities
offered by the Urban Network and pilot projects to
promote experimentation and exchanges of
experience.”

Conditionality mechanisms
Country-specific recommendations and
reprogramming requests
“There will be limited need for reprogramming in the
years following the adoption of the Partnership
Agreements and programmes. Stability of
programmes should be the general rule, as ESI
Funds typically support multi-annual investment
strategies.”

The scope of reprogramming
“I will ensure that if reprogramming is used it will be
just to address new emerging economic and social
challenges identified in the relevant CSRs and
Council recommendations under the economic
governance mechanisms or to maximise the growth
and competiveness impact of the available ESI
Funds in Member States under financial assistance."

Proportionality and equality of treatment
“I will work closely with my colleagues in the
Commission to ensure that these provisions are
applied in a proportionate and effective manner,
respecting equality of treatment between Member
States, and taking into account where appropriate
the economic and social circumstances of the
Member State."
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Position of the European Parliament
“I as Commissioner will consider seriously all
relevant information and give due consideration to
any elements arising from, and opinions expressed
through the structured dialogue with the European
Parliament.”

Implementation of cohesion policy:
parliamentary involvement
Reporting to the REGI Committee
“I, as well as my services, am ready to report to the
REGI Committee on specific issues whenever the
Committee would consider useful and ensure a
follow-up of views expressed."

Debate about the policy post 2020
“We should also engage in a debate about the
further development of the policy for post-2020
early on [...]. The budgetary and legislative
proposals for the next round should be based on a
broad debate with the EP, with the consultative
Committees, with the stakeholders in Member
States and regions and also with the academic
world.”

Policy performance and the results it delivers
“I would like to work with this committee to see how
these questions can be discussed in greater detail
and how the results of the policy can be
communicated better to citizens.”

1 Quotes are either taken from the commissioner-
designate's answers to the questionnaire or from the
hearing held on 2 October 2014. In case of multiple
quotes on the same issue, only one is reported here to
enhance legibility. Some quotes may be free
translations of the original language spoken.


