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Commitments
made at the hearing of

CARLOS MOEDAS
Commissioner for Research and Innovation

In his answers to the questionnaire
and during the hearing on 30
September 2014 before the
Committee on Industry, Research and
Energy, the commissioner-designate
Carlos Moedas made a number of
commitments. Commitments relevant
to the Committee on Industry,
Research and Energy are highlighted
in this document.1



Briefing - Commissioners-designate hearings

European Research Area
Towards completion
"We must finalise the European Research Area
and accelerate the actions of the Innovation
Union. We need to improve policy coordination,
namely through better monitoring and the
European Semester. We need to explore
synergies with the European Structural and
Investment Funds at national and regional level,
strategies across all Member States to
strengthen research capacities and innovation. "
"I stated – and I deeply believe – that the
European research area is crucial for Europe, not
only because it is a research, science and
innovation project but because it is important
for the whole European project. The European
research area, as you know, represents the way
to lower the barriers to actually get better
cooperation and a better flow of information".

"My priority is to advance with the creation of
the framework conditions that enable the full
potential of European research, science and
innovation."

Gender
"I will also be particularly vigilant on the gender
dimension – not just because this is a question of
fairness, but because we cannot afford to waste
any talent."
"We need to continue the gender dimension and
to fight the gender imbalance (...). So, by mid-
2015, the Member States have committed to
producing a road map, (...), I will be ferocious
about making sure that this road map is
implemented."

Horizon 2020
Implementation of Horizon 2020 and the
Innovation Investment Package
"We now need to ensure that the 80 billion
Horizon 2020 programme is implemented in the
most effective and efficient way."
"We need to pay special attention to tackling the
societal challenges faced by our citizens:
implementing the Innovation Investment

Package, developing innovative financial
instruments (including for SMEs), and focusing
on energy efficiency and competitive low-carbon
energy, especially on renewables."
"My focus will be: delivery, delivery and delivery."

Excellence research
"My priority will be to defend the value of
excellence in science and research. The
foundations for Europe’s global standing and
potential in research, science and innovation
rest on the creative freedom of its scientists and
researchers, especially those engaged in frontier
research projects."
"Fundamental research for me is the stream that
actually leads into the rivers of technology and
innovation. And it is for this reason that I am
such a strong supporter of the European
Research Council. Furthermore, it will allow us to
build a new generation of young, talented and
dynamic scientists and researchers".

H2020 budget
"...to ensure continuity of payments and
establish correspondence between
commitments and payments."

Simplification measures
"The importance of simplification in Horizon
2020 is crucial"; "...simplification is an on-going
process."

Industry including SMEs
"Projects like Industry 4.0 and others will be at
the top of my agenda, because they are the ones
that will make Europe a continent that will be
able to compete in a world that we do not know
yet exactly what it will be."

"I think that the crucial role of the Commission in
terms of how you move science to SMEs is
actually a very strong part of Horizon 2020.
Today, when you look at Horizon 2020 and you
see that – with the help of this Parliament if I am
well informed on that point – 20% of both the
line for societal challenges and the line for
leadership and industry technologies are for
SMEs. You are basically talking about EUR 8.6
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billion. There is a very strong focus on SMEs, so
this is definitely one thing that will be on the
agenda in the future."

Key enabling technologies
"I will be watching those priorities, I will be very
attentive to the high-level expert group, which
has drafted interesting recommendations, and I
will try to follow and to focus on such important
matters for Europe."

Private investments in Research

"We will have really to focus on our capacity of
going from the frontier research to the applied
research and to the innovation and so I would.
One of the major points is, as you know, not a
problem of public investment, because what is
lacking here is the private side. ... How do you get
more private investment? For that you have
PPPs, like joint technology initiatives, where you
have private money getting into the system, and
that is extremely important. So we have to find
ways of leverage and to incentivise the private
sector investing more in research and
development".

PRIMA
"I think that it is an initiative that we are looking
at very carefully. As you know, in terms of the
way it can be made, we can actually talk about
just one option – that is just one option in the
table, which is Article 185 on joint programming.
But that is just one option; there are other
options, and I know that we are looking at it as
we speak. So it is something that we will look at
for the future and we will look at all the options."

Sustainability
Energy and Climate share in H2020
"As regards the energy challenge – 85% for non-
fossil fuels, specifically for renewables, storage
and efficiency - that is actually very clear and I
will make sure that will happen. The same is true
in respect to climate-friendly areas, where I will
make sure to respect the 35% – and I repeat, 35%
– of Horizon 2020 that will have to be invested in
climate-friendly areas. The circular economy and

the fact that we live on a planet where we have
to obtain raw materials in a different way so that
we can maintain our earth and our planet for
the future is not just because of Horizon 2020. I
will be very vigilant in those areas while working
with you. "

Climate change
"In terms of CO2 and greenhouse gas emissions,
first of all I would say that we know, in Europe
today, that climate change is a fact. So our
objective has to be to have research and science
that can help us in dealing with these facts and
making things better for the future."

Renewables
We have to look at renewables as something
that is part of our future. We can get renewables
cheaper, of course, if we have more research,
and we will work on that."

Leadership
"I would say that, in terms of sustainability and
green growth, this should be one of the
examples where Europe actually is – and will be
– the leader. What we have to look at is that
green growth is also about economic growth.
We should look at green growth as a tool for
economic growth, because it is, and because
without that we cannot grow in a sustainable
way, and if you do not grow in a sustainable
way, then do not even bother. No one should
think that, even in terms of their private life or
private businesses."

Cooperation with the European
Parliament
Openness
"I am committed to co-operating closely with the
European Parliament so that we can effectively
address the serious economic and societal
challenges facing the European Union, which we
can tackle through research, science and
innovation. I will be particularly present in the
important debates we will need to have, and I
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will regularly attend the ITRE Committee,
guaranteeing a direct flow of information with its
Chair".

Respecting the well established procedures and
the Framework Agreement
"It will be a priority for me to fully respect and
implement the provisions of the Framework
Agreement in relation to planned initiatives or
ongoing procedures, by ensuring equal treatment in
my relations with the Parliament and the Council,
where these institutions have equal competences"

"As regards trade agreements, I understand that all
relevant committees will be appropriately involved
when necessary, especially on the TTIP negotiations,
which cover a wide range of issues. On my side, I
intend to pay a particular attention to the
framework conditions needed to ensure a
constructive cooperation in the field of research,
science and innovation."

Transparency
"I will publish information of all meetings with
stakeholders and lobbyists and I will contribute
towards the goal of a new Inter-institutional
agreement regarding a mandatory lobby register".

1 Quotes are either taken from the commissioner-
designate's answers to the questionnaire or from the
hearing held on 30 September 2014. In case of multiple
quotes on the same issue, only one is reported here to
enhance legibility. Some quotes may be free
translations of the original language spoken.
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