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policy departmentS
Policy departments consist of five units responsible for providing - both in-house 
and external - high-level independent expertise, analysis and policy advice at the 
request of committees and other parliamentary bodies (delegations, President, 
Bureau, Secretary-General). Their expertise covers all areas of activity of the 
European Parliament. Therefore they are closely involved in the work of committees 
which they support in shaping legislation on and exercising democratic scrutiny 
over EU policies.
Policy departments deliver policy analysis in a wide variety of formats, ranging 
from studies and in-depth analyses to briefings and the Fact Sheets on the EU. This 
written output serves a variety of purposes by feeding directly into the legislative 
work of a specific committee or serving as a briefing for delegations of Members. 
Apart from a few confidential documents, all texts produced by policy departments 
are available on the Parliament’s website for the benefit of all Members and the 
wider public.
Policy departments also organise events, including workshops and expert panels, 
that enhance Parliament’s analytical capacity and develop common approaches to 
current political issues.
All studies: www.europarl.europa.eu/studies

Disclaimer:  The items contained herein are drafted by the Policy Departments of the European Parliament and are pro-
vided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the 
author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European Parliament. The leaflet may contain links 
to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The Policy Departments do not necessarily endorse 
the views expressed on these websites.

Impact of the economic crisis on the social, economic and territorial cohesion of the European Union 
-  June 2014

The objective of this study is to provide an overview of the various consequences that the economic and financial crisis has 
had on the economic social and territorial cohesion of the European Union. In this context, the study uses a combination 
of quantitative and qualitative methods (including statistical analysis and case studies) necessary to determine the main 
factors of impact of the crisis, as well as how different regions have adapted their strategies for the use of EU structural 
funds.

contactS

Forthcoming publication

Democratic control in the Member States of the European Council and the euro zone summits -  
January 2013

In the context of the crisis, the European Council is increasingly central to the governance 
of the European Union. Even if national parliaments have originally focused their 
involvement in EU affairs on the ordinary legislative process, most of the chambers have 
started to develop specific activities, before or after European summits. From ex-ante 
influence to ex-post accountability, seven different models of control have been identified. Beyond 
their differences rooted in national democratic systems, they call for twelve recommendations listed 
in this report.

(Available in EN)

The implications for the EU and national budgets of the use of EU instruments for macro-financial 
stability -  May 2012

The euro crisis has forced Member States and the EU institutions to create a series of new 
instruments to safeguard macro-financial stability of the Union. This study describes the 
status of existing instruments, the role of the European Parliament and how use of the 
instruments impinges on EU budget also through their effects on national budgets. In 
addition, we present a survey of other possible instruments that have been proposed in recent years 
(e.g. E-bonds and Eurobonds) in order to provide an assessment of how EU macro-financial stability 
assistance could evolve in the future and what could be its impact on EU public finances.

(Available in EN, executive summary in FR and DE)

Policy Department 
Economic and Scientific Policy
Committees:  ECON, EMPL, ENVI, IMCO, ITRE
poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department 
Structural and Cohesion Policies 
Committees: AGRI, CULT, PECH, REGI, TRAN 
poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department 
Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs 
Committees: AFCO, FEMM, JURI, LIBE, PETI 
poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department 
Budgetary Affairs 
Committees: BUDG, CONT 
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department 
External Policies 
Committees: AFET, DROI, DEVE, INTA, SEDE 
poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu

background
This leaflet gives you access to a compilation of papers prepared by the European 
Parliament’s Policy Departments in relation to the crisis and its consequences. 
A wide range of issues are discussed here, from the social effects of the crisis, to 
the impacts of the recession on public spending. The discussions not only focus 
on the direct repercussions of the crisis (on employment, living conditions, 
mental health, SMEs, etc.). They also deal with its indirect outcomes, namely 
the reforms introduced at EU and national levels and the new instruments set 
up as a response to the crisis. The analysis goes even beyond: we will see that, 
above all, the economic downturn has modified the way of considering policies 
and has raised fundamental issues such as EU governance.

Scan the QR code or just click on the title of the publication to access it directly.

The Policy Departments’ newsletter 
offers a monthly overview of the 
main upcoming events organised 
in the European Parliament, 
a summary of key studies in 
preparation and a direct link to the 
major studies published recently.

Receive this monthly newsletter:
ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

newSletter

The Fact Sheets provide an overview 
of European integration and of the 
European Parliament’s contribution 
to that process. Updated regularly, 
they cover six main areas: how the 
European Union works; citizens’ 
Europe; the internal market; the 
economic and monetary union; 
sectoral policies; and the EU’s 
external relations.
www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets

Fact SheetS on the eu

The social and employment situation in Greece -  October 2013

This report provides an overview on the social and employment situation in Greece, as 
well as an overview on the policies put forward as a response to the crisis in the areas 
of employment, poverty and social exclusion. A special section in the report is allocated 
to the overview of presidency priorities. The last section of the report addresses current 
important issues in employment and social affairs.

(Available in EN, executive summary in FR and DE)

Gender aspects of the effects of the economic downturn and financial crisis on welfare systems -  
February 2013

This study explores the impact on women of the economic and financial crisis of 2007/8 
and 2009/10, in terms of social welfare systems across the EU. It reviews EU level statistics 
and provides six in depth case studies of EU Member States, which explore the gender 
impacts of reforms introduced as a result of the crisis.

(Available in EN, executive summary in FR and DE)

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/474392/IPOL-AFCO_ET(2013)474392_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2012/453237/IPOL-JOIN_ET(2012)453237_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2012/453237/IPOL-JOIN_ET(2012)453237_EN.pdf
mailto:poldep-economy-science%40ep.europa.eu?subject=
mailto:poldep-cohesion%40ep.europa.eu?subject=
mailto:poldep-citizens%40ep.europa.eu?subject=
mailto:poldep-budg%40ep.europa.eu?subject=
mailto:poldep-expo%40ep.europa.eu?subject=
www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2013/507491/IPOL-EMPL_NT(2013)507491_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/474396/IPOL-FEMM_ET(2013)474396_EN.pdf
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This study reviews the effect of the current crisis on Europe’s economy, as well as measures 
taken by governments and social partners to support SMEs in the crisis. The study discusses 
in detail the experience and potential of two main types of measures (short-time working 
arrangements and skills development and training) for a number of Member States. Most 
of them have implemented measures in the form of packages rather than stand-alone individual 
measures. The study reviews recent experiences with such packages in Austria and Lithuania and ends 
with conclusions and recommendations.

(Available in EN, executive summary in FR and DE)

The impact of the financial crisis on the job creation potential of SMEs -  September 2012

Structural and cohesion policies for 2020: tools to overcome the crisis -  November 2011

This note illustrates the crucial contribution of structural and cohesion policies to the 
“Europe 2020” strategy. It also highlights the role that the Parliament could play in 
strengthening these policies, which are all subject to the ordinary legislative procedure 
and will all undergo a far-reaching reform by 2014.

(Available in EN, FR and DE)

The impact of the financial crisis on European defence -  May 2011

This study provides a comprehensive and detailed overview on the impact of the financial 
crisis on EU Member States defence spending. In addition, it examines the potential of 
overcoming the need to cut defence spending by greater cooperation in the framework of 
the European Union and by drawing upon the innovations in the Lisbon Treaty. It includes 
recommendations to be developed by the European Parliament and decision makers at the national 
and EU level in order to address the economic crisis whilst ensuring Europe retains defence capabilities 
to respond to future security challenges.

(Available in EN)

Social housing in the European Union -  January 2013

This briefing paper provides an overview of the social housing sector in the EU area. It 
details the response of the sector to the 2007–2008 financial crisis. In addition, it sheds 
light on the most recent developments at the EU level on the conflicting interests that are 
necessary to reconcile within the sector: ensuring adequate and affordable housing for all 
citizens, yet guaranteeing open competition among market players. Finally, innovative social housing 
projects are presented.

(Available in EN, executive summary in FR and DE)

Mental health in times of economic crisis -  June 2012

This report summarises the presentations and discussions held at the European Parliament 
workshop organised on 19 June 2012 which aim was to exchange views on the detrimental 
effects of the economic crisis on the mental health of European citizens. The workshop 
reviewed evidence on the link between mental health and the global financial crisis and 
included a panel discussion on possible solutions to tackle the issue.

(Available in EN)

The role of the social protection as an economic stabiliser: lessons from the current crisis -  December 2010

This report aims to shed light on the role played by social policies and the social 
protection system in the context of the crisis. It shows that social protection, in particular 
unemployment benefits, minimum income support and progressive taxation, have 
significantly contributed to reducing the depth and the duration of the recession in EU 
Member States and to stabilising labour markets and consumption. Further action, however, is needed 
to overcome inequalities in access to social protection faced by non- standard workers, and in designing 
a suitable exit strategy from discretionary stimulus in order to limit the fiscal constraints generated by 
anti-crisis policies.     (Available in EN, executive summary in DE)

Consumer protection aspects of financial services -  February 2014

Inadequate consumer protection, especially in the U.S. mortgage market, not only led 
to considerable consumer detriment but was a major contributor to the global financial 
crisis. In the EU, mis-selling of financial products has also resulted in significant consumer 
harm. Considering the significant potential detriment that financial services can cause to 
individual consumers and to the Single Market, consumer protection policy needs to properly focus 
on this area. A number of recommendations to strengthen consumer protection in the area of financial 
services are put forward in this study.

(Available in EN)

Review of the new European System of Financial Supervision (ESFS), Part 1: the work of the European 
Supervisory Authorities (EBA, EIOPA and ESMA) – the ESFS’s micro-prudential pillar -  October 2013

Responding to the challenges of the financial crisis, the EU adopted a new financial 
supervisory framework: the European System of Financial Supervision and its European 
Supervisory Authorities (ESAs). This report reviews and assesses the performance of the 
ESAs. It reasons that the ESAs have been established successfully but need a stronger 
foundation, in particular enhanced governance when taking decisions on supervisory consistency 
across the EU. A key conclusion is that the benefits of legal and regulatory harmonisation (Single 
Rulebook) will be lost without consistent implementation and application. Finally, the report contains 
recommendations to improve the ESAs’ effectiveness and efficiency.     (Available in EN)

The contribution of competition policy to growth and the EU 2020 Strategy -  July 2013

This study researches the link between competition policy and economic growth. In 
particular, the authors investigate the contribution from the competition instruments – 
antitrust, merger control, sector specific measures, liberalisation and State aid – to achieve 
the goals of the EU strategy set up in response to the crisis, that is, the EU2020 Strategy. 
The analysis is based on ten case studies of practical application of competition instruments in various 
sectors. The authors conclude that competition policy contributes significantly to the EU 2020 Strategy 
and to economic growth, and the authors make recommendations for improvements of competition 
policy to further strengthen that contribution.     (Available in EN)

Challenges of multi-tier governance in the EU - effectiveness, efficiency and legitimacy -  March 2013

This compendium aims at providing unique insights into the major questions of efficiency, 
effectiveness and legitimacy that the EU governance is currently facing notably in the 
context of the economic crisis. While dealing with the lessons from the past experiences 
of the differentiated integration, they put naturally a specific focus on current challenges 
with the respect to the Economic and Monetary union. The impact of those developments on the 
European institutions and their decision-making processes and mechanisms of its legitimation is 
analysed. Options for managing this increasing tension towards differentiation within the EU in the 
future are presented.     (Available in EN)

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2012/492443/IPOL-EMPL_ET(2012)492443_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2011/460074/IPOL-JOIN_NT(2011)460074_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2011/433830/EXPO-SEDE_ET(2011)433830_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2013/492469/IPOL-EMPL_NT(2013)492469_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/workshop/join/2012/492440/IPOL-ENVI_AT(2012)492440_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2010/451484/IPOL-EMPL_ET(2010)451484_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2014/507463/IPOL-IMCO_ET(2014)507463_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/507446/IPOL-ECON_ET(2013)507446_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/507446/IPOL-ECON_ET(2013)507446_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/492479/IPOL-ECON_ET(2013)492479_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/474438/IPOL-AFCO_ET(2013)474438_EN.pdf
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and provides six in depth case studies of EU Member States, which explore the gender 
impacts of reforms introduced as a result of the crisis.

(Available in EN, executive summary in FR and DE)

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/474392/IPOL-AFCO_ET(2013)474392_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2012/453237/IPOL-JOIN_ET(2012)453237_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2012/453237/IPOL-JOIN_ET(2012)453237_EN.pdf
mailto:poldep-economy-science%40ep.europa.eu?subject=
mailto:poldep-cohesion%40ep.europa.eu?subject=
mailto:poldep-citizens%40ep.europa.eu?subject=
mailto:poldep-budg%40ep.europa.eu?subject=
mailto:poldep-expo%40ep.europa.eu?subject=
www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2013/507491/IPOL-EMPL_NT(2013)507491_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/474396/IPOL-FEMM_ET(2013)474396_EN.pdf
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