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HIGHLIGHTS
from the European Parliament hearing of

JOHANNES HAHN
European Commissioner

for European Neighbourhood Policy
& Enlargement Negotiations

Johannes Hahn, the recently-confirmed
European Commissioner for European
Neighbourhood Policy & Enlargement
Negotiations, appeared before the
European Parliament's Committee for
Foreign Affairs (AFET) on 30 September
2014 to answer MEPs' questions.

In that hearing and in his answers to the
questionnaire prepared for the meeting
in advance, Commissioner Hahn made a
number of statements of interest to the
European Parliament.

This document provides a summary of
his most salient points 1.



Highlights from the European Parliament hearing of Johannes Hahn

Enlargement
'Quality before speed': prioritise rule of law,
economy and democracy
"I see three 'make or break' issues for future enlargement
negotiations: the rule of law and fundamental rights, the
economy, and a properly functioning democracy; these
three, alongside the necessary administrative capacities.
These are essentials, and in our negotiations my leitmotiv,
will be 'quality before speed'. Early in my mandate I will
bring forward proposals on how we can better support
these priorities for reform."

On the economy specifically, take the EU
governance as an example
"I would also like to improve the way we support countries
to meet the economic criteria. We need to reflect the very
substantial changes in the EU's own economic governance
and use them as extra levers to push reforms in the
enlargement countries. We need to prioritise jobs, growth
and investment through an increased focus on key
structural reforms."

"We will allocate increased IPA funding (...).and work with
International Financial Institutions to multiply our leverage
on the reform process [...] and work with international
financial institutions to create critical mass in the key areas
and generate more visible results."

"We will continue to provide technical assistance under
TAIEX (...)"

Build awareness within the EU on the benefits of
enlargement...
"We need not only to negotiate with our partners about a
future accession but also to convince our people in the
Member States about the benefits of future enlargement for
them too, in terms of growth and jobs in the Member
States."

...and encourage enlargement countries to be in
line with the acquis, values and principles of the
EU.
"I will use the full range of tools available, in particular the
frameworks for the accession negotiations, to encourage
countries to continue on the right track. The system of
benchmarks across the 35 negotiating chapters provides us
with levers to encourage continued alignment. The most
recent negotiating frameworks introduced the possibility to
stop negotiations on other chapters, if progress on rule of
law chapters slows down."

On democratic transformation
"In terms of democratic transformation, national
parliaments need to be at the heart of the reform process
(...) to ensure democratic accountability and inclusiveness.
We will work even more closely with local society actors to
anchor reforms across society."

Western Balkans
Focus on the regional aspect….
"We need to do all we can to promote regional cooperation
and help solve bilateral issues. Our partners cannot
progress on their European path if they do not overcome
the legacy of their past first."

"We have to consider the Balkans as a whole and see how
we can develop the region."

... by investing in infrastructure...
"[...] one of the areas of concentration in the future could –
and should – be to work on very concrete projects which
also connect the countries of the Western Balkans, not only
by words but also by action."

"It is in our mutual interest that the transport and energy
infrastructure in Western Balkans is aligned with the TEN-T
and TEN-E networks: sharing concrete objectives can help
ease political cross-border tensions".

... and enhancing mobility.
"I will further work to turn brain drain into brain circulation
through better designed programmes for mobility."

Turkey
On opening new chapters
"There is an Ankara Protocol and, as long as these
conditions are not fulfilled, there are definitely impediments
to reopening or opening new chapters."

Modernise the Customs Union with Turkey
"I would like to modernise the Customs Union, widening it
to cover services, procurement and agricultural products."

EEA & EFTA countries
No 'cherry-picking' on EU four freedoms
"With the High Representative / Vice President, I will work
with these important partners to deepen cooperation,
always insisting that the internal market and our four
freedoms must be respected. There can be no cherry-
picking."
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European Neighbourhood Policy
The need to reshape the ENP…
"If you look into my mission letter, given to me by President
Barroso, he clearly asks me to come forward, within one
year of taking office, with a proposal for a new, reformed
neighbourhood policy".

...by expanding the role for local stake-holders...
"I want to see more local buy-in, with a strengthened role
both for businesses and civil society."

...with a genuinely differentiated approach.
"The policy needs to be more flexible and allow for a quick
response when our partners need us."

"Differentiation is a core element of the ENP, and we should
go further to take into account the situation in each
country. I will make sure that they receive all the support
they need, in a tailor-made way, to continue the political
and economic reform processes."

The core values of the EU will continue to guide the
ENP, with increasing use of conditionality.
"Human Rights conditionality must be used astutely to give
us more leverage over reforms. It also impacts on other
areas including trade, political dialogue and migration. I
will strengthen these tools, broadening the more-for-more
principle, developing a long-term strategy for promoting
European values and in particular by targeting support to
civil society in our partner countries."

"In the past, we have probably had too much emphasis on
more-for-more, although it is justified to look at
opportunities (…) to address the less-for-less issue in an
adequate manner. Our main concern should be to assist
these countries (...)".

Eastern neighbourhood
Prioritise the crisis in Ukraine
"A priority for me in the East must be to contribute to a
solution of the crisis in Ukraine."

"The Commission's Support Group for Ukraine will play a
key role as a focal point for our work".

Securing Energy Supply
"The Connecting Europe facility, the new instrument, plays
an important role not only within the European Union but
also in connecting us outside the Union."

On decentralisation in Ukraine
"I think decentralisation in principle is always a good and
promising, and usually a very successful, approach. It is
about ownership in the region, it is about safeguarding

ethnic concerns (…) so in principle it could also contribute
to a settlement of the ongoing conflict."

Wholeheartedly support the three Association
Agreement signatories: Ukraine, Georgia and
Moldova
"I am determined to ensure Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova
get all the support they need to make their own democratic
choices, and to undertake the necessary political and
economic reforms."

Move forward in dialogue with Russia
"I believe it is important to stay in contact, to keep channels
of mutual exchange open. I think we have to demonstrate
our Russian colleagues that neighbourhood policy (…)
should not be understood to endanger Russia. I think we
have to see that it should be of mutual benefit for
everybody if we are able to improve our relationship (...). I
will do everything which is possible in that way".

Southern neighbourhood
Work for a political process to be maintained in
Syria
"In Syria, we face a huge political and humanitarian crisis. We
must not allow it to be overshadowed by turbulence
elsewhere in the neighbourhood. Efforts for a political
process must be maintained".

Pay attention to developments in Libya and work
to strengthen state authorities
"We must not let Libya slip into chaos. I will work to
strengthen the state authorities and support a political
dialogue to help the transition towards a stable and
inclusive order."

Work to improve the humanitarian situation in Gaza

“I think we have to do everything to guarantee the
delivery of goods and other things to the people in Gaza.”

Engage critically and constructively with Egypt...
"In Egypt, a complex political situation and hard economic
conditions underline the need for critical and constructive
engagement".

...especially in terms of supporting a strong and
vibrant civil society
"In Egypt (…) we have seen the introduction of a new law
dealing with this, and we have to see what the real impact
of that will be (…) I am rather vocal on this because I am
convinced that a lively civil society is a must in order to
guarantee our fundamental rights."
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Cooperation with the European
Parliament
To continue an open and constructive dialogue with
the EP
"I am committed to continuing our open and constructive
political dialogue on any matters of my portfolio."

...by discussing and responding to the EP's
positions and requests in a timely manner...
"Concerning the follow-up to European Parliament's
positions and requests, I will apply the provisions of the
Framework Agreement, and, in my areas of responsibility,
make sure that the Commission responds to parliamentary
resolutions or requests made on the basis of Article 225 TFEU,
within 3 months after their adoption."

...with special emphasis on legislative initiative
reports.
"The future Commission will be particularly attentive to
legislative initiative reports."

Regularly cooperate with the responsible
Committee by participating in meetings with AFET,
group coordinators, rapporteurs, and inter-
parliamentary debates
"I will inform you regularly in writing on my visits to our
partner countries and I am ready to engage in frequent
meetings with the AFET bureau, group coordinators and
rapporteurs to discuss Parliament's position and to share
information. A key element for me will be your inter-
parliamentary meetings with the Parliaments of the partner
countries (...) and I will attend myself whenever timing and
venue allow."

...by presenting progress reports and strategy
papers immediately after adoption by the College;
keeping the EP informed on developments in
neighbouring and pre-accession countries,
including preparations of agreements and
negotiations…
"I will present the annual progress reports and strategy
papers directly after adoption by the College and before
presentation to the press."

"I will engage in a constant dialogue with the European
Parliament to inform you about developments in the
neighbouring and pre-accession countries and our

relations with them, including the preparation and
implementation of international agreements (…) I will
ensure that the Parliament has the opportunity to express
its views and make recommendations at all stages."

...and by closely involving the EP when revising
the ENI and IPA, and in reshaping the ENP
"I will conduct a Strategic Dialogue with the European
Parliament in preparing the mid-term review on the
implementation of the instruments and before presenting
any new or substantially revised programming document
of a strategic nature during the period of validity of the ENI
and IPA."

"I will work closely with the HR/VP on the changes that are
necessary to bring the ENP into today's world. I will closely
associate the European Parliament in this process and look
forward to an intense dialogue to ensure that the European
Parliament's expertise, as reflected in its resolutions on the
matter, is used to its full potential."

"I would welcome the opportunity to make a clearer
connection between our discussions on political matters
and debates on deployment of our financial assistance."

Political reporting and EP scrutiny
"I will ensure that all letters, written questions and other
communications from Members of the EP are replied to in a
comprehensive and timely way".

"I will instruct my services to continue to share reports from
EU Delegations related to the accession process and I will
work with the HRVP on how best to ensure a regular flow of
information (...)"

"I am fully committed to implementing the obligations set
out ENI and IPA II regulations, including those related to the
empowerment to adopt delegated acts".

1 Quotes are either taken from Commissioner Hahn's
answers to the questionnaire or from the hearing held on
30 September 2014. In case of multiple quotes on the same
issue, only one is reported here. Some quotes may be free
translations of the original language spoken.
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