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Policy dePartments
Policy departments consist of five units responsible for providing - both in-house 
and external - high-level independent expertise, analysis and policy advice at the 
request of committees and other parliamentary bodies (delegations, President, 
Bureau, Secretary-General). Their expertise covers all areas of activity of the 
European Parliament. Therefore they are closely involved in the work of committees 
which they support in shaping legislation on and exercising democratic scrutiny 
over EU policies.
Policy departments deliver policy analysis in a wide variety of formats, ranging 
from studies and in-depth analyses to briefings and the Fact Sheets on the EU. This 
written output serves a variety of purposes by feeding directly into the legislative 
work of a specific committee or serving as a briefing for delegations of Members. 
Apart from a few confidential documents, all texts produced by policy departments 
are available on the Parliament’s website for the benefit of all Members and the 
wider public.
Policy departments also organise events, including workshops and expert panels, 
that enhance Parliament’s analytical capacity and develop common approaches to 
current political issues.

All studies: www.europarl.europa.eu/studies

Disclaimer:  The items contained herein are drafted by the Policy Departments of the European Parliament and are pro-
vided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the 
author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European Parliament. The leaflet may contain links 
to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The Policy Departments do not necessarily endorse 
the views expressed on these websites.

Note on some policy objectives, financial needs and financial means in the context of the current 
and future multiannual financial framework -  March 2013

1. Infrastructure investments in the fields of energy, transport and broadband
2. Climate change
3. Research and development
4. External policy
5. Youth and education

(Available in EN)

contacts

Further inFormation

The multi-annual financial framework 2014-2020 from a gender equality perspective -  January 2012

A gender budgeting methodology has been developed on purpose to analyse in a gender 
perspective the MFF proposal for 2014-2020. The analysis has showed that the attention 
to gender is not evenly given by issue and that evaluation/monitoring in a gender 
perspective is still not as widespread as it should be to ensure an actual implementation 
of gender mainstreaming. The study has also revealed that it is possible to design and apply a gender 
budgeting methodology to the EU Budget. This is a very relevant result in view of a future introduction 
of gender budgeting in the EU budget procedure.

(Available in EN, FR and DE)

How can the EU deliver better aid? Unlocking innovation and optimizing European resources: 
innovative methods and strategic alliances to leverage European added value -  May 2013

The European Union - Member States and EU institutions alike - provides about 55% of world total official development 
assistance, making it by far the largest donor to developing countries. Since 2000, European aid was radically reformed, 
following criticism of the slow pace of implementation of the aid, the complexity of procedures, insufficient coordination 
with the assistance of the Member States and the lack of strategy which reduced the visibility of EU aid. This note analyses 
in detail the use of the innovative financial instruments in EU external action.

(Available in EN)

Policy Department 
Economic and Scientific Policy
Committees:  ECON, EMPL, ENVI, IMCO, ITRE
poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department 
Structural and Cohesion Policies 
Committees: AGRI, CULT, PECH, REGI, TRAN 
poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department 
Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs 
Committees: AFCO, FEMM, JURI, LIBE, PETI 
poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department 
Budgetary Affairs 
Committees: BUDG, CONT 
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department 
External Policies 
Committees: AFET, DROI, DEVE, INTA, SEDE 
poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu

background
Following the entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon, the European Parliament 
approves, on an equal footing with the Council, all the expenditure contained in 
the annual budget of the European Union. Annual expenditure must fall within 
the annual limits laid down in the Multiannual Financial Framework currently 
negotiated once every seven years.
The European Commission is responsible for the implementation of the EU 
budget. Around 95% of the EU budget goes to fund concrete activities on the 
ground in the many areas of EU policy.
The European Parliament ensures democratic control over the Commission. It is 
the duty of the European Parliament to monitor the correct use of the EU budget, 
how well goals are met and to ensure the correct implementation of EU law.

This leaflet gives examples of the 
information and analysis Members 
of the European Parliaments are 
provided by Policy Departments to 
help them to exert their duty in the 
best possible way in relation to the 
financing of the EU policies.

Scan the QR code or just click on the 
title of the publication to access it 
directly.

inside

The Fact Sheets provide an overview 
of European integration and of the 
European Parliament’s contribution 
to that process. Updated regularly, 
they cover six main areas: how the 
European Union works; citizens’ 
Europe; the internal market; the 
economic and monetary union; 
sectoral policies; and the EU’s 
external relations.
www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets

Fact sheets on the eu

EU budget and national budgets: facts, figures and impact -  March 2014
This note presents investigations on the relations between national budgets and the 
European budget. How are the EU level and the national levels interlinked? What is the 
current situation of public expenditure in the EU? How are other forms of multi-level 
governance of public expenditure, such as the US or Canada, organised and can they be 
compared to the EU? What are the added values of the EU budget? In particular, what are the impacts 
of the main investment tools of the EU budget? These are some of the crucial questions which are dealt 
with in this document.

(Available in EN)

Factual study on the follow-up of pilot projects and preparatory actions: 2009-2013 -  January 2014

This study examines budgetary resources for Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions 
in 2009-2014 and the outcome of PPs and PAs that have come to an end in this period. 
Taking account of both new and on-going projects, funding for 136 Pilot Projects and 95 
Preparatory Actions have been included in the budget since 2009. Since 2009, of the total 
budgetary resources available, on average Pilot Projects have used 88% and Preparatory Actions 54%. 
In terms of outcomes up until 2013, 63% of Pilot Projects and 86% of Preparatory Actions are either still 
on-going or have had legislative consequences.

(Available in EN)

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
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This study is a follow up to the 2011 study commissioned by the European Parliament’s 
Committee on Budgets “The implications of EIB and EBRD co-financing for the EU budget”. 
It explores how the recommendations made in that earlier study have been taken up by 
the actors within the EU institutions, evaluates how far changes have been implemented 
which are in line with the proposals contained within that report and reflects on how visible EP studies 
are in general. It finds that although visibility needs to be improved, this study has had a clear policy 
impact nevertheless.

(Available in EN)

The implications of EIB and EBRD co-financing for the EU budget - follow up -  March 2013

The efficiency of the use of financial instruments -  May 2012

All experts agreed on the efficiency of the use of financial instruments and the fact that 
the majority of these instruments under the current Multiannual Financial Framework 
reached their objectives. However, they also noticed some failures and problems which 
need to be clearly identified and considered in the proposals for the future. Experts called 
for simplification and more transparency, a clearer scope of action as well as a reduction in the number 
of financial instruments. More flexibility in order to adapt to market needs and a rigorous regulatory 
framework to be applied to all financial instruments are required.

(Available in EN)

The implications for the EU and national budgets of the use of EU instruments for macro-financial 
stability -  May 2012

The euro crisis has forced Member States and the EU institutions to create a series of new 
instruments to safeguard macro-financial stability of the Union. This study describes the 
status of existing instruments, the role of the European Parliament and how use of the 
instruments impinges on EU budget also through their effects on national budgets. In 
addition, we present a survey of other possible instruments that have been proposed in recent years 
in order to provide an assessment of how EU macro-financial stability assistance could evolve in the 
future and what could be its impact on EU public finances.

(Available in EN, executive summary in FR and DE)

The income of fully self-financed agencies and the EU budget -  September 2013

This study analyses the determination of fees, the treatment of budgetary surpluses and 
the discharge procedure of the two fully self-financed EU agencies, namely the Community 
Plant Variety Office and the Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market. It describes 
the current legal situation and discusses issues such as governance structures and rules on 
fee determination and the treatment of surpluses. The study presents and examines current proposals 
for review of the existing rules and procedures for fee determination, treatment of surpluses and 
budgetary discharge of fully self-financed EU agencies.

(Available in EN, executive summary in FR and DE)

European Council conclusions on the multiannual financial framework 2014-2020 and the CAP -  July 2013

This is the second working paper on the CAP inside the Multiannual Financial Framework 
for the 2014–2020 period. The purpose of this document is to provide a comparison 
between the European Council Conclusions of 7–8 February 2013 and the positions of 
the EP at the current stage of the financial and sector specific CAP negotiations. The aim 
is to provide qualitative and quantitative information to Members of the Committee on Agriculture 
and Rural development relating to the financial concerns of the CAP in order to support the on-going 
trilogue negotiations.

(Available in EN, FR and DE)

SMEs participation under Horizon 2020 -  November 2013

This study focuses on an assessment of the future share and role of SMEs in Horizon 2020 
and on an understanding of the proposed mechanisms for SME participation. To this end, 
the study explores the features that characterise the research context for SMEs, notably 
their current participation under FP7, the modalities and the benefits of their participation 
in research activities. Moreover, it provides facts and figures on the objectives, governance and 
functioning of the dedicated SME instruments and modalities foreseen under Horizon 2020.

(Available in EN)

Use of Structural Funds for cultural projects -  July 2012

EU policies are moving towards a comprehensive understanding of culture as a tool 
contributing to urban regeneration, attractiveness, entrepreneurship, innovation, jobs 
and sustainability. Cities and regions are going through the same path. Unfortunately, the 
new Cohesion Policy proposal for 2014-2020 only partially captures the pervasiveness of 
cultural investment. This report analyses the use of Structural Funds (SFs) in the period 2007-2013 and 
provides advice on how to facilitate access to SFs for culture under the new Policy.

(Available in EN, FR and DE, executive summary in 22 languages)

Overview of financial instruments used in the EU multiannual financial framework period 2007-2013 
and the Commission’s proposals for 2014-2020 -  March 2012

The 2006 Inter-institutional Agreement called for greater use of financial instruments in 
the EU budget for the multiannual financial framework 2007-2013. The EU seeks to extend 
its budget funds through actions financed by loans, risk-bearing or equity investment 
instruments, by pooling through EU Trust funds from multiple sources, through creating 
synergies with European Investment Bank funds in mixed instruments for risk capital, guarantee funds, 
long terms loans, and with private funds and public-private partnerships. The study analyses current 
instruments and concludes with a review of expectations for the forthcoming multi-annual financial 
framework period, 2014 to 2020.     (Available in EN, executive summary in FR and DE)

Financial engineering instruments in Cohesion policy -  May 2013

This study provides an overview of the current situation as well as of the advantages and 
the challenges linked to the use of Financial Engineering Instruments (FEIs) in Cohesion 
policy. Based on this ‘easy-to-read’ guide to FEIs and the lessons learned so far, the study 
presents recommendations on how to improve the use of innovative financial instruments 
in the future.

(Available in EN, FR and DE)

EU budget support for research and innovation -  February 2012

The aim of the Common Strategic Framework (CSF) is to improve the efficiency of research 
and innovation funding at national and EU levels, primarily by bringing together, within 
a single unitary framework, the three main existing sources of funding for research and 
innovation – the FP7, the CIP and the EIT initiatives. The current study aims to provide a 
set of specific recommendations focused on reinforcing, streamlining, simplifying and synchronising 
the complementarity of all the above-mentioned instruments in one programme, while also paying 
attention to synergies with national programmes and other related policies and bodies.

(Available in EN, executive summary in FR and DE)

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/490670/IPOL-JOIN_ET(2013)490670_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/workshop/join/2012/490665/IPOL-JOIN_AT(2012)490665_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2012/453237/IPOL-JOIN_ET(2012)453237_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2012/453237/IPOL-JOIN_ET(2012)453237_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/490677/IPOL-JOIN_ET(2013)490677_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2013/495846/IPOL-AGRI_NT(2013)495846_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/518738/IPOL-ITRE_ET(2013)518738_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2012/474563/IPOL-CULT_ET(2012)474563_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2012/453232/IPOL-JOIN_ET(2012)453232_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2012/453232/IPOL-JOIN_ET(2012)453232_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/495870/IPOL-REGI_ET(2013)495870_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2012/453234/IPOL-JOIN_ET(2012)453234_EN.pdf
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This study is a follow up to the 2011 study commissioned by the European Parliament’s 
Committee on Budgets “The implications of EIB and EBRD co-financing for the EU budget”. 
It explores how the recommendations made in that earlier study have been taken up by 
the actors within the EU institutions, evaluates how far changes have been implemented 
which are in line with the proposals contained within that report and reflects on how visible EP studies 
are in general. It finds that although visibility needs to be improved, this study has had a clear policy 
impact nevertheless.

(Available in EN)

The implications of EIB and EBRD co-financing for the EU budget - follow up -  March 2013

The efficiency of the use of financial instruments -  May 2012

All experts agreed on the efficiency of the use of financial instruments and the fact that 
the majority of these instruments under the current Multiannual Financial Framework 
reached their objectives. However, they also noticed some failures and problems which 
need to be clearly identified and considered in the proposals for the future. Experts called 
for simplification and more transparency, a clearer scope of action as well as a reduction in the number 
of financial instruments. More flexibility in order to adapt to market needs and a rigorous regulatory 
framework to be applied to all financial instruments are required.

(Available in EN)

The implications for the EU and national budgets of the use of EU instruments for macro-financial 
stability -  May 2012

The euro crisis has forced Member States and the EU institutions to create a series of new 
instruments to safeguard macro-financial stability of the Union. This study describes the 
status of existing instruments, the role of the European Parliament and how use of the 
instruments impinges on EU budget also through their effects on national budgets. In 
addition, we present a survey of other possible instruments that have been proposed in recent years 
in order to provide an assessment of how EU macro-financial stability assistance could evolve in the 
future and what could be its impact on EU public finances.

(Available in EN, executive summary in FR and DE)

The income of fully self-financed agencies and the EU budget -  September 2013

This study analyses the determination of fees, the treatment of budgetary surpluses and 
the discharge procedure of the two fully self-financed EU agencies, namely the Community 
Plant Variety Office and the Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market. It describes 
the current legal situation and discusses issues such as governance structures and rules on 
fee determination and the treatment of surpluses. The study presents and examines current proposals 
for review of the existing rules and procedures for fee determination, treatment of surpluses and 
budgetary discharge of fully self-financed EU agencies.

(Available in EN, executive summary in FR and DE)

European Council conclusions on the multiannual financial framework 2014-2020 and the CAP -  July 2013

This is the second working paper on the CAP inside the Multiannual Financial Framework 
for the 2014–2020 period. The purpose of this document is to provide a comparison 
between the European Council Conclusions of 7–8 February 2013 and the positions of 
the EP at the current stage of the financial and sector specific CAP negotiations. The aim 
is to provide qualitative and quantitative information to Members of the Committee on Agriculture 
and Rural development relating to the financial concerns of the CAP in order to support the on-going 
trilogue negotiations.

(Available in EN, FR and DE)

SMEs participation under Horizon 2020 -  November 2013

This study focuses on an assessment of the future share and role of SMEs in Horizon 2020 
and on an understanding of the proposed mechanisms for SME participation. To this end, 
the study explores the features that characterise the research context for SMEs, notably 
their current participation under FP7, the modalities and the benefits of their participation 
in research activities. Moreover, it provides facts and figures on the objectives, governance and 
functioning of the dedicated SME instruments and modalities foreseen under Horizon 2020.

(Available in EN)

Use of Structural Funds for cultural projects -  July 2012

EU policies are moving towards a comprehensive understanding of culture as a tool 
contributing to urban regeneration, attractiveness, entrepreneurship, innovation, jobs 
and sustainability. Cities and regions are going through the same path. Unfortunately, the 
new Cohesion Policy proposal for 2014-2020 only partially captures the pervasiveness of 
cultural investment. This report analyses the use of Structural Funds (SFs) in the period 2007-2013 and 
provides advice on how to facilitate access to SFs for culture under the new Policy.

(Available in EN, FR and DE, executive summary in 22 languages)

Overview of financial instruments used in the EU multiannual financial framework period 2007-2013 
and the Commission’s proposals for 2014-2020 -  March 2012

The 2006 Inter-institutional Agreement called for greater use of financial instruments in 
the EU budget for the multiannual financial framework 2007-2013. The EU seeks to extend 
its budget funds through actions financed by loans, risk-bearing or equity investment 
instruments, by pooling through EU Trust funds from multiple sources, through creating 
synergies with European Investment Bank funds in mixed instruments for risk capital, guarantee funds, 
long terms loans, and with private funds and public-private partnerships. The study analyses current 
instruments and concludes with a review of expectations for the forthcoming multi-annual financial 
framework period, 2014 to 2020.     (Available in EN, executive summary in FR and DE)

Financial engineering instruments in Cohesion policy -  May 2013

This study provides an overview of the current situation as well as of the advantages and 
the challenges linked to the use of Financial Engineering Instruments (FEIs) in Cohesion 
policy. Based on this ‘easy-to-read’ guide to FEIs and the lessons learned so far, the study 
presents recommendations on how to improve the use of innovative financial instruments 
in the future.

(Available in EN, FR and DE)

EU budget support for research and innovation -  February 2012

The aim of the Common Strategic Framework (CSF) is to improve the efficiency of research 
and innovation funding at national and EU levels, primarily by bringing together, within 
a single unitary framework, the three main existing sources of funding for research and 
innovation – the FP7, the CIP and the EIT initiatives. The current study aims to provide a 
set of specific recommendations focused on reinforcing, streamlining, simplifying and synchronising 
the complementarity of all the above-mentioned instruments in one programme, while also paying 
attention to synergies with national programmes and other related policies and bodies.

(Available in EN, executive summary in FR and DE)
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perspective the MFF proposal for 2014-2020. The analysis has showed that the attention 
to gender is not evenly given by issue and that evaluation/monitoring in a gender 
perspective is still not as widespread as it should be to ensure an actual implementation 
of gender mainstreaming. The study has also revealed that it is possible to design and apply a gender 
budgeting methodology to the EU Budget. This is a very relevant result in view of a future introduction 
of gender budgeting in the EU budget procedure.
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The European Union - Member States and EU institutions alike - provides about 55% of world total official development 
assistance, making it by far the largest donor to developing countries. Since 2000, European aid was radically reformed, 
following criticism of the slow pace of implementation of the aid, the complexity of procedures, insufficient coordination 
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Factual study on the follow-up of pilot projects and preparatory actions: 2009-2013 -  January 2014

This study examines budgetary resources for Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions 
in 2009-2014 and the outcome of PPs and PAs that have come to an end in this period. 
Taking account of both new and on-going projects, funding for 136 Pilot Projects and 95 
Preparatory Actions have been included in the budget since 2009. Since 2009, of the total 
budgetary resources available, on average Pilot Projects have used 88% and Preparatory Actions 54%. 
In terms of outcomes up until 2013, 63% of Pilot Projects and 86% of Preparatory Actions are either still 
on-going or have had legislative consequences.

(Available in EN)

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2012/462426/IPOL-FEMM_NT(2012)462426_EN.pdf
mailto:poldep-economy-science%40ep.europa.eu?subject=
mailto:poldep-cohesion%40ep.europa.eu?subject=
mailto:poldep-citizens%40ep.europa.eu?subject=
mailto:poldep-budg%40ep.europa.eu?subject=
mailto:poldep-expo%40ep.europa.eu?subject=
www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2014/490688/IPOL-JOIN_NT(2014)490688_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2014/490683/IPOL-JOIN_ET(2014)490683_EN.pdf
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