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FOCUS ON: Publications for COMAGRI in 2014

This Focus On gives an overview of the documents published by Policy Department B for the
European Parliament Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development during 2014.

Policy Department B provides high-level independent expertise, analysis and policy advice to
assist parliamentary bodies. Written expertise is prepared either in house or by outside
researchers.

Policy Department B also organises events such as workshops, policy hubs and conferences.

THE FIRST CAP REFORM UNDER THE ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE: A POLITICAL
ECONOMY PERSPECTIVE
Summary: This study evaluates how the most recent CAP reform was affected by the enhanced role of the EP;
assesses the extent to which maximum influence was exercised by the EP negotiators and provides insights to
assist the EP in its approach to future reform negotiations.
Authors: Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS): Louise Knops, Johan Swinnen, with contributions from Alan Matthews,
Alan Swinbank, Alessandro Olper, Attila Kovacs, Christilla Roederer-Rynning, Imre Ferto, Kaley Hart and Maria Garrone.

December
2014

155 p.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF RISK MANAGEMENT TOOLS SUPPORTED BY THE 2014 US FARM
BILL AND THE CAP 2014-2020

Summary: The 2014 Farm Bill includes risk management tools as an integral component of national agricultural
policy whereas the CAP 2014-2020 seems to include them as an afterthought. While EU principles are sound,
policies remain in limbo. They suffer from a double dichotomy: two CAP pillars and two administrative levels for
implementation. Ten recommendations are proposed for transforming the current state of limbo for EU
agricultural risk management policy into a coherent CAP linked to world markets. They cover (1) EU coordination
between public safety nets and private risk management tools, (2) flexible funding with improved reserve funds
and precautionary savings, and (3) field tests to take full advantage of the creativity of private-public partnerships
and to create an experience curve.
Author: UMR SMART-LERECO, Agrocampus Ouest INRA: Jean Cordier.

December
2014

148 p.

FOCUS ON: RISKS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE EU AGRI-FOOD SECTOR IN A POSSIBLE EU-US TRADE
AGREEMENT

Summary: This Briefing summarises the conclusions of a study on ‘Risks and Opportunities for the EU Agri-
Food Sector in a Possible EU-US Trade Agreement’  prepared by an international team of researchers for the
Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development of the European Parliament. On 14 June 2013, the Council
adopted a mandate for the European Commission to negotiate a trade and investment agreement with the
United States (the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership or TTIP). On 17 June 2013, at the G8
summit in Lough Erne (United Kingdom), Presidents Van Rompuy, Barroso and Obama officially launched
the bilateral negotiations. The latest Round of negotiations (7th) took place between 29 September and 3
October 2014.
Author: Policy Department B, AGRI: Guillaume Ragonnaud.

December
2014

4 p.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/529067/IPOL_STU%282014%29529067_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/529067/IPOL_STU%282014%29529067_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/540343/IPOL_STU(2014)540343_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/540343/IPOL_STU(2014)540343_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2014/540344/IPOL_BRI(2014)540344_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2014/540344/IPOL_BRI(2014)540344_EN.pdf
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COMMITMENTS MADE AT THE HEARING OF PHIL HOGAN - COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE

Summary: In his answers to the questionnaire and during the hearing on 2 October 2014 before the
Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development, commissioner-designate Phil Hogan made a number of
commitments. Commitments relevant to the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development are
highlighted in this document.
Author: Policy Department B, AGRI: Guillaume Ragonnaud.

October 2014

TRENDS IN EU-THIRD COUNTRIES TRADE OF MILK AND DAIRY PRODUCTS

Summary: This document gives an overview of EU-third countries trade of milk and milk products. After
outlining EU dairy trade in 2013, it reports salient trends in EU-third countries trade in milk and milk
products. Finally, it elaborates on the outlook for 2012-2023 and on the expected increase in consumption in
emerging countries.

Authors: Policy Department B, AGRI: Guillaume Ragonnaud.

September
2014

39 p.

EU-UKRAINE RELATIONS IN THE FIELD OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD INDUSTRY

Summary: This document analyses EU-Ukraine relations in the agri-food sector. After a presentation of Ukraine’s agri-
food sector and trade flows of agri-food products, the analysis focuses on EU support to Ukrainian agriculture and on
the latest developments in Ukraine’s agri-food law.

Authors: Policy Department B, AGRI: Guillaume Ragonnaud.

August 2014

4
7 p.

RISKS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE EU AGRI-FOOD SECTOR IN A POSSIBLE EU-US TRADE
AGREEMENT

Summary: The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) is under negotiation. This report provides a
detailed overview of EU-US agricultural trade. It analyses current barriers to trade, paying special attention to
nontariff measures. This information is then used in a computable general equilibrium model of international
trade to assess the potential impact of the TTIP on agri-food exports, imports and value added. This study also
includes a general discussion on the opportunities and risks of a TTIP for the EU agricultural sector.
Translations: FR, BG
Authors: AgroParisTech & Centre d’Études Prospectives et d’Informations Internationales (CEPII) Jean-Christophe Bureau; Paris
School of Economics (PSE) & Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique (INRA) Anne-Célia DIsdier; (CEPII) Charlotte Emlinger;
Jean Fouré; (University of Munich & Ifo, Institute—Leibniz Institute for Economic Research at the University of Munich) Gabriel
Felbermayr; (Paris School of Economics & CEPII) Lionel Fontagné; (CEPII & INRA) Sébastien Jean.

July 2014

154 p.

FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS AND LEGAL FRAMEWORKS OF DERIVATIVES MARKETS IN EU
AGRICULTURE: CURRENT STATE OF PLAY AND FUTURE PERSPECTIVES

Summary: For the first time, new EU laws regulate the agricultural commodity derivatives markets and
their participants. By 1st July 2014, some important technical standards and other instruments that
determine the effectiveness and the enforcement of these laws still needed to be decided. This study finds
that the price discovery and hedging functions of European agricultural commodity derivatives markets
and their related infrastructure in the physical agricultural markets need improvements from the
perspective of European farmers and the agricultural sector.
Author: SOMO, Myriam Vander Stichele.

July 2014

120 p.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2014/529078/IPOL_BRI(2014)529078_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/529076/IPOL_STU(2014)529076_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2014/513997/IPOL-AGRI_NT(2014)513997_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/514007/AGRI_IPOL_STU(2014)514007_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/514007/AGRI_IPOL_STU(2014)514007_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/514007/AGRI_IPOL_STU(2014)514007_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/514008/IPOL_STU(2014)514008_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/514008/IPOL_STU(2014)514008_EN.pdf
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WELCOME PACK NEW MEMBERS OF COMAGRI [EP Internal link]

Summary: The Welcome Pack for Members has been compiled to provide Members with information on
certain aspects of parliamentary and Committee activities. Policy Department B prepared the section of the
Welcome Pack for Members providing an analysis of COMAGRI’s policy areas. The analysis looks at the
possible future policy challenges facing the European Parliament during its eighth legislative term. In
addition, Policy Department B prepared the section giving an overview of the services provided to
committees by the Policy Departments.
Authors: Policy Department B, AGRI: Albert Massot Marti and Guillaume Ragonnaud.

July 2014

PRECISION AGRICULTURE: AN OPPORTUNITY FOR EU-FARMERS – POTENTIAL SUPPORT
WITH THE CAP 2014-2020
Summary: Precision Agriculture (PA) is a whole-farm management approach using information technology,
satellite positioning (GNSS) data, remote sensing and proximal data gathering. These technologies have the goal
of optimising returns on inputs whilst potentially reducing environmental impacts. The state-of-the-art of PA on
arable land, permanent crops and within dairy farming are reviewed, mainly in the European context, together
with some economic aspects of the adoption of PA. Options to address PA adoption are discussed, including
measures within the CAP 2014-2020 legislation and the important contribution of advisory services across Europe.
Authors: Joint Research Centre (JRC) of the European Commission; Monitoring Agriculture ResourceS (MARS) Unit H04;
Pablo J. Zarco-Tejada, Neil Hubbard and Philippe Loudjani.

June 2014

56p.

FAMILY FARMING IN EUROPE: CHALLENGES AND PROSPECTS

Summary: This document discusses the definitions, challenges and future prospects of family farming in the EU.
Some challenges, such as market volatility and climate change, are general for all EU farm structures, but some are
specific to family farmers: their smallness, lack of power within the food chain, and intergenerational farm
succession. However, family farming – often by pluriactive and/or diversified households – is likely to continue to
dominate EU farm structure in the foreseeable future, despite trends towards larger family and non-family farms.
Action at both EU and national policy levels could help towards a more sustainable and resilient family farm sector.
Authors: University of Kent: Ms Sophia Davidova, University of Aberdeen: Mr Kenneth Thomson.

April 2014

65 p.

CAP 2014-2020 TOOLS TO ENHANCE FAMILY FARMING: OPPORTUNITIES AND LIMITS
Summary: Family farming is the predominant business model in European agriculture. The key challenges faced
by family farms are considered in this In-Depth Analysis and the effectiveness of policy measures in the EU, both
the current measures and those agreed for the 2014 to 2020 period, in tackling these challenges is examined. The
main conclusions are that Pillar I policies have transferred substantial funds to family farms and have ensured the
survival of many farms that would have otherwise gone out of business. However, the more targeted policies
contained in Pillar II have been, and continue to be, more effective in addressing the specific challenges facing
Europe’s family farms.
Author: Teagasc, Dr. Thia Hennessy.

April 2014

59p.

EU MEMBER STATES IN AGRI-FOOD WORLD MARKETS: CURRENT COMPETITIVE POSITION
AND PERSPECTIVES

Summary: This report assesses the competitive position of the European Union (EU) agri-food sector in the world
market by examining the influence and scope of policies affecting competitiveness. Considering recent Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP) changes, the method combines a value-chain approach with trade performance
indicators, surveys of stakeholders, case studies and policy assessment. While the EU has recently evolved from
being a net importer to a net exporter of agri-food products, the report explores the existing weaknesses in the
EU’s competitive position in agri-food international markets, focusing on internal and external policy actions
aimed at creating value.
Authors: CIHEAM-IAMM, Montpellier, Michel Petit; Czech University of Life Sciences, Prague, Zuzana Krístková; Institute for Food
and Resource Economics, University of Bonn, Thomas Heckelei; Pellervo Economic Research PTT, Helsinki, Kyösti Ilmari Arovuori,
Perttu Pyykkönen; Università degli Studi di Napoli - ‘Federico II’, Fabian Capitanio; Universitat Politècnica de València, José-María
García Álvarez-Coque, Raúl Compés-López, Victor Martínez-Gómez.

April 2014

166 p.

http://www.commhand.ep.parl.union.eu/commhand/cms/Welcome/AGRI/agri_pdfs
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2014/529049/IPOL-AGRI_NT(2014)529049_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2014/529049/IPOL-AGRI_NT(2014)529049_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2014/529047/IPOL-AGRI_NT(2014)529047_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2014/529051/IPOL-AGRI_NT(2014)529051_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/514006/IPOL_STU(2014)514006_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/514006/IPOL_STU(2014)514006_EN.pdf
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT FACT SHEETS ON THE CAP AND ON FORESTRY

Summary: The aim of the Fact Sheets is to provide an overview of European integration and of the European
Parliament’s contribution to that process. They are intended to provide non specialists with a straightforward and
concise overview of the European Union’s institutions and policies, and of the role that Parliament plays in their
development. Policy Department B – AGRI Team is in charge of the fact sheets on the CAP and on forestry. Their
online version is reviewed and updated as soon as the European Parliament adopts any important positions or
policies, at regular intervals throughout the year. They are available in 23 languages.
Authors: Policy Department B, AGRI: Albert Massot Marti and Guillaume Ragonnaud.

April 2014

AGRICULTURE IN BRAZIL AND RELATIONS WITH THE EU

Summary: This document consists of: 1) an introductory section setting out the main physical and
demographic data; 2) a general chapter on the Brazilian economy; 3) an in-depth analysis of the agricultural
sector in terms of both production and commercial aspects; 4) an overview of conflicts and potentially
conflictive issues in EU-Brazil relations; 5) and finally, some general comments on the new CAP 2014/2020.
Authors: Policy Department B, AGRI: Albert Massot Marti, Guillaume Ragonnaud and Francesco Tropea.

March 2014

51 p.

COMAGRI DELEGATION IN BAVARIA

Summary: This study was intended for COMAGRI MEPs visiting Bavaria in March 2014. The intention of this paper
is to set out Bavaria’s position in a national and European context by providing a general overview of the state and
a description of its farming and forestry sector, and ending with a look at CAP implementation in Bavaria.
Translations: FR, DE, PT.
Author: Policy Department B, AGRI: Guillaume Ragonnaud.

February 2014

42 p.

MEASURES AT FARM LEVEL TO REDUCE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS FROM EU AGRICULTURE

Summary: Agriculture plays a key role in mitigating climate change. Mitigation measures at farm level have been
shown to be effective, and the new CAP reform should help increase their potential. Nevertheless, a precise
definition of and approach to these measures is needed in order to ensure that mitigation options at farm level are
able to fulfil European mitigation commitments over the coming years.
Authors: Jordi Domingo, Eduardo De Miguel, and Blanca Hurtado (Fundación Global Nature, Spain), Nicolas Métayer, Jean-
Luc Bochu and Philippe Pointereau (Solagro, France), and Sylvain Pellerin, Laure Bamière and Lénaïc Pardon (INRA, France).

January 2014

108 p.

Feedback If you wish to give us your feedback please e-mail to Poldep-Cohesion Secretariat:
poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu

Disclaimer This document is provided to Members of the European Parliament and their staff in support of
their parliamentary duties and does not necessarily represent the views of the European
Parliament.

Policy Department B Within the European Parliament’s Directorate-General for Internal Policies, Policy Department B is
the research unit which supplies technical expertise to the following five parliamentary
Committees: Agriculture and Rural Development; Culture and Education; Fisheries; Regional
Development; Transport and Tourism. Expertise is produced either in-house or externally.

All AGRI publications:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/studies

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/displayFtu.html?ftuId=theme5.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2014/513998/IPOL-AGRI_NT(2014)513998_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2014/513998/IPOL-AGRI_NT(2014)513998_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2014/513998/IPOL-AGRI_NT(2014)513998_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2014/513998/IPOL-AGRI_NT(2014)513998_PT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2014/513997/IPOL-AGRI_NT(2014)513997_EN.pdf
mailto:poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/studies

