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InsIde
This leaflet provides extracts from 
supporting analyses documents 
prepared by the European 
Parliament’s policy departments on 
Structural and Cohesion Policies, on 
Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional 
Affairs, and on External Policies, 
relevant to the topics of discussion of 
this meeting.

Scan the QR code or click on the title 
of the publication to access it directly.

PurPose
On the occasion of International Women’s Day, the European Parliament’s 
Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality is organising an inter-
parliamentary committee meeting on empowering women and girls through 
education.

MEPs and representatives of national parliaments of the EU Member States 
and the enlargement countries will have the possibility to discuss challenges, 
opportunities, and potential steps ahead at the European level. The debates 
will focus more specifically on the importance of eliminating gender disparity 
in education and training, on challenges for equal access to continuous and 
quality education, and on the steps ahead towards the empowerment of 
women and girls through education in the European Union.

PublICatIons
Empowering women and girls through education - Available soon

This study explores challenges and opportunities for the empowerment of women through education. 
Based on an analysis of existing research, the study shows how various factors such as poverty, gender 
stereotypes and institutional cultures impact upon educational outcomes. Consequently, a more equitable 
distribution of educational resources, gender sensitive institutional cultures and practices, and challenging 
social norms and expectations of men and women are needed. Greater access to the labour market, better earnings, 
and personal empowerment will be the return. The challenge for policy makers is finding the right policy mix and the 
political will to address the complex factors that affect women’s and girls’ empowerment through education.
(Available in EN)

Disclaimer:  The content of this document is the sole responsibility of the author and any opinions expressed therein do not necessarily represent 
the official position of the European Parliament. It is addressed to the Members and staff of the EP for their parliamentary work. Reproduction 
and translation for non-commercial purposes are authorised, provided the source is acknowledged and the European Parliament is given prior 
notice and sent a copy. 

Outputs: Most frequently prepared at the request of a European 
Parliament committee or delegation, the written output of 
the policy departments comprises a wide range of products, 
including studies, in-depth country- or issue-specific analyses, 
briefings examining issues of strategic importance, as well as 
notes containing short EU-oriented analyses of recent events 
or developments. They serve a variety of purposes: they can 
feed directly into the legislative work of a specific committee 
or serve as a briefing for delegations of members. The policy 
departments also draft the Fact Sheets on the EU, which provide 
an overview of European integration and of the European 
Parliament’s contribution to that process. Furthermore, they 
provide background notes and speaking points.

Events: The policy departments organise events that enhance 
Parliament’s analytical capacity and develop common 
approaches to current political issues. Public workshops bringing 
together groups of experts are organised to provide independent 
expertise via written and oral presentations. Expert panels are 
set up to provide members with regular written contributions or 
to feed into the parliamentary debate during meetings. Studies 
are generally presented during committee meetings.

Scrutiny: Policy departments provide research support to enhance the 
European Parliament’s capacity to monitor EU negotiations and 
the implementation of international agreements. They have also 
developed an in-house methodology to scrutinise EU-funded 
projects.

PolICy dePartments

There are five policy departments within DG IPOL and DG EXPO. They 
are responsible for providing - both in-house and external- high-level 
independent expertise, analysis and policy advice at the request of 
committees and other parliamentary bodies (delegations, President, 
Bureau, Secretary-General). Their expertise covers all areas of activity 
of the European Parliament. They are closely involved in the work of 
committees which they support in shaping legislation on and exercising 
democratic scrutiny over EU policies.

The Fact Sheets provide an 
overview of European integration 
and of the European Parliament’s 
contribution to that process. They 
cover six main themes: 

• how the European Union 
works; 

• citizens’ Europe; 
• the internal market; 
• the economic and monetary 

union; 
• sectoral policies; and 
• the EU’s external relations.

The online version is reviewed and 
updated regularly throughout the 
year.

FaCt sheets on the eu

All Fact Sheets:
www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets

The Monthly Highlights provide 
an overview, at a glance, of the 
on-going work of the policy 
departments, including a selection 
of the latest and forthcoming 
publications, and a list of future 
events. To receive this publication 
send an email to: 
ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

monthly hIghlIghts

Committee on Women’s Rights and 
Gender Equality

www.europarl.europa.eu/femm

mailto:poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/510022/IPOL_STU(2015)510022_EN.pdf
www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets
mailto:ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu?subject=Subscribe to the Monthly highlights publication
www.europarl.europa.eu/femm
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Access to quality education is essential for development. Global poverty could drop by 
12 % if children in low income countries could read. Education contributes to economic 
growth and to more stable and accountable societies. It is related to children’s health, 
gender equality, human rights, peace and employment. This briefing looks at the Education 
for All goals, progress in primary education enrolment, EU aid for education, and Parliament’s position 
on equal access to education.     
(Available in EN)

The European year for development: education - February 2015

A new strategy for gender equality post 2015: workshop - August 2014

This compilation of in-depth analyses was made in preparation for a workshop providing 
recommendations for actions at European level in: gender mainstreaming, gender 
budgeting and monitoring; economic independence and the position of women on the 
labour market; maternity leave, paternity leave, parental leave, and unpaid care work; 
women in political and economic decision-making; dignity, integrity and violence against women; 
gender aspects of foreign affairs and development cooperation.     
(Available in EN)

Dual education: a bridge over troubled waters? - June 2014

This study examines the strengths and weaknesses of dual education/apprenticeships and 
explores policy developments in the EU in relation to apprenticeship schemes. It identifies 
the characteristics of four main forms of vocational education and training in relation to 
the role of work-based learning. Suggestions for promoting apprenticeships within the 
Member States’ educational, social and economic frameworks and for improving the vocational and 
training offer across Europe are also made.     
(Available in FR, EN, DE and PT ; executive summary in EN and IT)

Challenges and achievements in the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals for 
women and girls from an EU perspective - March 2014

This study was prepared ahead of the 58th Session of the Commission on the Status of 
Women, which was focusing on the implementation of the Millennium Development 
Goals for women and girls. It reveals that women’s rights and gender equality are largely 
recognised as a goal of development policy and as an important tool for sustainable 
development. Most stakeholders therefore advocate the two-track approach of a stand-alone goal 
and of mainstreaming in all areas of the post 2015 framework.     
(Available in FR and EN)

Evaluation of the Strategy for Equality between women and men 2010-2015 as a contribution to 
achieve the goals of the Beijing Platform for Action - November 2014

The study evaluates the Strategy for Equality between women and men 2010-2015 as a 
contribution towards achieving the Beijing Platform for Action (BPfA) goals and provides 
indications on the future post 2015 multiannual policy framework. It assesses the extent to 
which the Strategy has contributed specifically to the BPfA implementation and to gender 
equality in general. It also provides practical and specific recommendations on possible improvements 
for the future Strategy.
(Available in EN)

 Empowering Women and Girls through Education - March 2015Interparliamentary Committee Meeting

Women’s rights during democratic transitions - November 2012

This study analyses the gender dimension in the context of democratic transition 
processes, with special focus on socio-political changes taking place in the MENA region 
at the time of writing. It analyses policy initiatives and assesses the possibilities for entry 
points for further EU action to support universal standards for promoting women’s rights. 
A list of pragmatic recommendations to the EU as an external promoter of democracy and gender 
equality is also provided.     
(Available in EN)

Reducing early school leaving in the EU - June 2011

Early school leaving is a fundamental contributing factor to social exclusion at a later 
stage. This study reviews the scale and nature of early school leaving by examining how 
countries are trying to tackle this problem. It identifies characteristics of effective policies, 
leading to a range of recommendations for actors at European and national level. The 
study is based on in-depth country research in nine Member States and on an analysis of international 
and national literature.     
(Available in FR, EN, DE and PT ; executive summary in 21 linguistic versions)

The advantages of a gender-sensitive approach to tackle youth unemployment: workshop - April 2013

This compilation of briefing notes was prepared in view of a workshop on using a gender-
sensitive approach to tackle youth unemployment. The notes deal with: the conditions 
of unemployed youth in the EU; the effects of educational attainments; the effects of 
child care and care for other dependents on career choices; gender differences in the 
willingness to compete; the youth employment package; and the advantages of an integrated and 
gender-sensitive approach to youth unemployment.     
(Available in EN)

suPPortIng analyses
Access all Studies, In-depth analyses, Briefings and At a glance notes produced by the policy departments.

All publications:
www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses
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