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If current trends continue, the
world will have 9.7 billion
inhabitants in 2050, but
population growth will be
unevenly distributed.

The 1994 Cairo International
Conference on Population
and Development was a
milestone that focused on the
well-being of individuals,
rather than numerical targets.

There has been progress
promoting human rights,
education, gender equality,
sexual and reproductive
health, and reproductive
rights, but rapid urbanisation
and climate change represent
new challenges.

The international community
has recognised the need to
promote regular, safe and
orderly international
migration to harness the
potential benefits of
migration.

Demography is an essential factor for development since the number, age and
geographic distribution of a country's population all determine the demand for
its land, water, food and jobs. According to the UN World Population Prospects,
the world's population (today 7.3 billion) will reach 8.5 billion in 2030 and 9.7
billion in 2050 if current trends continue. However, growth will be unevenly
distributed: Africa will be the fastest-growing region through 2050, while
Europe's population is expected to decline after 2020. More than half of the
global population increase projected through 2050 will occur in only nine
countries – India, Nigeria, Pakistan, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia,
Tanzania, USA, Indonesia and Uganda.

The relationship between population and development is hugely important, as
well as hugely sensitive. The 1994 Cairo International Conference on Population
and Development (ICPD) and its Programme of Action, which was adopted by
consensus by 179 governments, represented a milestone in its agreement that
the well-being of individuals, rather than numerical population targets, should
be the goal of the global population agenda. The Programme focuses on
human rights, education, gender equality, sexual and reproductive health, and
reproductive rights. In 2014 a UN report noted the progress made since the
ICPD was adopted, as countries have integrated population issues into their
national development strategies; this has led to reductions in mortality rates
and increases in primary school completion rates, cooperation on migration
issues and family planning efforts. Yet progress has been 'unequal and
fragmented', hampered by new challenges. Discrimination and inequalities
limit access to education and sexual and reproductive health services; gender
equality has yet to be achieved. Rapid urbanisation, climate change and vast
forced displacements are pressing challenges.

The world has also come to recognise the growth and complexity of
international migration, with many calling for the protection of migrants' rights,
irrespective of their legal status. The need to promote regular, safe and orderly
international migration to harness the potential benefits of migration for
individuals, their families and their countries of origin and destination has been
highlighted by the High Level Dialogue on International Migration and
Development – organised by the UN Secretary General in 2006 and 2013– and
by the informal intergovernmental Global Forum on Migration and
Development. These fora recognise a complex 'migration-development nexus',
which diverges significantly from the widespread view of development as a
means to reduce – or even eliminate – migration.

The assumption that development will reduce migration is not supported by
research; whilst development can help mitigate some of the causes of forced
migration (such as conflict), empirical evidence supports a  'mobility transition
theory', according to which emigration rises with economic development

http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/Publications/Files/Key_Findings_WPP_2015.pdf
http://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/programme_of_action_Web ENGLISH.pdf
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/69/122
http://www.un.org/esa/population/meetings/HLD2013/mainhld2013.html
http://www.un.org/esa/population/meetings/HLD2013/mainhld2013.html
http://www.un.org/esa/population/meetings/HLD2013/mainhld2013.html
http://www.un.org/esa/population/meetings/HLD2013/mainhld2013.html
http://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/does-development-reduce-migration_final_0.pdf
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Lebanon: 21
Jordan: 9
Nauru: 4
Chad: 3

Djibouti: 2
South Sudan: 2

Turkey: 2
Mauritania: 2

Sweden: 1
Malta: 1

Iran: 1
Kenya: 1

Congo: 1
Cameroon: 1

Montenegro: 1
Uganda: 1

Yemen: 1
Afghanistan: 1

Norway: 1
Liberia: 1

Data sources: UN 2015 WPP, UNHCR Global Trends 2014 , UN International Migration

Refugees as % of population 
by the end  of 2014

UN 2015 world population projections

Immigration and emigration in 2013

Palestine: 22
Western Sahara : 21
Syria: 21
Somalia: 11
Central African R. : 9
Afghanistan: 8
Eritrea: 7
South Sudan: 5
Bhutan: 3
Sudan: 2
S.Vincent & G.: 2
Niue: 1
Iraq: 1
Croatia: 1
Myanmar: 1
Mauritania: 1
Mali: 1
Colombia: 1
Rwanda: 1
D.R. Congo: 1

Refugees as % of host country population
by the end of  2014

Population (in millions) Population without migration (in millions)

Less than 1% 
Between 1% and 5%
Between 5% and 15%
Between 15% and 50%
More than 50%

Less than 3% 
Between 3% and 7%
Between 7% and 10%
Between 10% and 30%
More than 30%

Immigrants as % of resident population Emigrants as % of resident population 

http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/
http://unhcr.org/556725e69.html
http://esa.un.org/unmigration/
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Contrary to widespread views,
emigration rates rise with
economic development until
countries reach an upper
middle income status.

The role migration plays in
spurring development should
be more widely recognised.

Human mobility will be
integrated in the post-2015
development agenda, and the
Sustainable Development
Goals will include migration-
related targets.

The EU is addressing the
migration-development
nexus in its Global Approach
to Migration and Mobility,
which is implemented
through policy dialogues and
cooperation projects in third
countries.

The European Parliament has
insisted that the rights of
migrants – particularly
women – be part of the post-
2015 agenda.

until countries reach an upper middle income country status (approximately
USD 7 000-8 000 per capita), at which points it begins to decrease. For those
who do migrate, their destination is not usually – as many assume – developed
countries; in reality, there are slightly more migrants from developing countries
living in the 'global south' (82.3 million) than in the 'global north' (81.9 million).
For refugees, the ratio is more skewed: 86 % of refugees are hosted by
developing countries.

Correcting such misconceptions requires recognising the positive role of
migration and integrating human mobility in the global development
framework. This is being done for the first time in the post-2015 agenda and the
proposed Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which include migration-
related targets such as 'facilitat[ing] orderly, safe, regular and responsible
migration and mobility of people, including through the implementation of
planned and well-managed policies'; reducing the transaction costs of migrants
remittances to less than 3 % (remittances to developing countries were
estimated at USD 435 billion in 2014 – more than three times official
development aid); protecting migrant workers' rights (particularly those of
migrant women); and increasing the availability of disaggregated data,
including by migratory status, to improve our understanding of migration
dynamics and the situation of migrants.

The EU has recognised that well-managed migration spurs development and
should be included in the post-2015 agenda (Foreign Affairs Council, December
2014). The Union has also adapted its own policies, notably through the Global
Approach to Migration and Mobility (GAMM), the overarching framework of the
EU's external migration and asylum policy. The GAMM is implemented through
bilateral policy dialogues and operational cooperation (including Mobility
Partnerships), regional dialogues and capacity building projects. In 2012 and
2013 the Commission devoted over EUR 200 million to more than 90 migration-
related projects in the developing world. The EU also has a dedicated budget
for migration and asylum within the Development Cooperation Instrument that
will provide EUR 357 million in 2014-2020 to maximise the development impact
of people’s mobility and to promote migration governance and the
management of migratory flows, notably in south-south migration.

The European Parliament has spoken out on the migration-development nexus,
including in its wide-ranging resolution on development and migration
(2005/2244), which addresses integrating migration in EU development policy,
dialogue with third countries, the role of remittances and diasporas, 'brain
drain', circular migration and other issues. The Parliament has also called for
ensuring that migrants' rights, particularly women's, be protected by the post-
2015 development framework (2014/2143). A strategic report on 'the situation
in the Mediterranean and need for a holistic EU approach to migration'
(2015/2095) is also currently being drafted.

http://www.un.org/en/ga/68/meetings/migration/pdf/International Migration 2013_Migrants by origin and destination.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/7603Final draft outcome document UN Sept Summit w letter_08072015.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/146182.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/146182.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/international-affairs/global-approach-to-migration/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/international-affairs/global-approach-to-migration/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/e-library/documents/policies/international-affairs/general/docs/gamm_implementation_report_2012_2013_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&language=EN&reference=P6-TA-2006-319
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&language=EN&reference=P8-TA-2014-0059
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2015/2095(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/home.html



