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Purpose

Political and public interest in the EU-US negotiations on a Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP) – unprecedented in the history of EU trade negotiations – is 
understandable. The current economic links between the EU and the US mean the trade deal 
holds enormous economic potential – and, possibly, enormous pitfalls. The EU and the US 
together generate 50 % of the world’s domestic product (GDP) and account for one third of 
global trade. The EU and the US are also the largest investors in one another’s economies.

TTIP aims to eliminate customs tariffs on goods, to open markets in services, to create 
investment opportunities and to increase access to transatlantic public procurement 
tenders. It is planned that TTIP should also include a chapter on investment protection – one 
of its controversial aspects. The agreement is seen by the partners as a unique opportunity to 
tackle ‘behind the border’ barriers to trade and investment caused by different approaches 
to regulation and technical standards.
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 Publications

 - October 2015The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP): The sluggish state of negotiations 

Ten rounds of negotiations on the EU-US Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) over the 
past two years have produced scant results. Since the talks were launched – with high expectations – in 
June 2013, negotiators have shied away from addressing real substance or tackling difficult issues. The 
political objectives of the EU mandate and those expressed by the European Parliament in its recent 
resolution on the TTIP, as well as the US Congress's objectives as specified in the Trade Promotion 
Authority (TPA) Act, have been clear: all recommend eliminating tariffs and dismantling non-tariff barriers 
to further liberalise transatlantic markets and promote higher rates of growth and job creation. If TTIP negotiations are to 
close before US President Barack Obama leaves office, the process will have to be considerably speeded up.
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 - December 2015TTIP - Challenges and opportunities, collection of 8 Key Studies

The compilation of studies on 'TTIP: Opportunities and challenges' prepared for the Committee on Internal 
Market and Consumer Protection covers eight sectors: services, public procurement, technical barriers to 
trade, including standards, customs and trade facilitation, consumer protection, textiles and labelling, 
motor vehicles and engineering, including machinery. The opportunities and challenges Europe faces with 
regard to the negotiations on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) are examined as 
well as options of the TTIP from the point of view of EU offensive and defensive interests.

 - September 2015The investment chapters of the EU’s International Trade and Investment Agreements

Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) clauses have traditionally been based on an approach which may 
be termed ‘light touch regulation’ of investment protection. The avenue taken by the recently negotiated 
EU draft agreements, the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) and the EU-
Singapore Free Trade Agreement (EUSFTA), can be described as ‘more comprehensive regulation’. They 
deliver moderate change in several areas but do not foresee the establishment of a permanent appeals 
mechanism.

  - April 2015The TTIP’s potential impact on Developing Countries: A review of existing literature and selected issues

The position and concerns of developing countries have only belatedly entered the discussion over the EU-
US TTIP. While poor countries may gain much from the positive effects of the TTIP, their precarious 
positions mean that they may be less able to react and adapt to negative consequences. The EU is required 
to assess the development effects of its policies, including trade policies, by the Lisbon Treaty. Although 
the shape and scope of the final TTIP agreement is not yet known, economic analyses have identified 
different ways in which it could affect developing countries and influence the global trading system.

 - October 2014Negotiations on the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) concluded

The Comprehensive Economic Trade Agreement between the EU and Canada should be evaluated by its 
own merits. However, the public concern around the TTIP with the US, may spill over onto this agreement 
with Canada. CETA will be a 'first' in many areas. The agreement will be the EU's first with another highly 
industrialised country to facilitate market access for goods, services and investment by abolishing almost 
all tariffs and reducing a wide array of non-tariff barriers. CETA is also the first agreement to have been 
negotiated with a sound chapter on investment protection – an area in the centre of the controversy 
around the TTIP.

 - September 2014The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP): The US Congress’s positions

The US Congress exercises a regulatory and oversight role in international trade. To date, the Congress has 
played an active role in the negotiations on the TTIP, overseeing the negotiations, gathering the views of 
key stakeholders during hearings and events it has organised, and flagging issues it considers politically 
important. While the US Congress has been broadly supportive of the negotiations, there appears to be no 
political consensus at the moment on the key issues under consideration.

 - November 2014TTIP impacts on European energy markets and manufacturing industries

This study aims at assessing whether and to which extent European energy markets and manufacturing 
industries would be affected by the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). It reviews the 
opportunities and challenges TTIP could create for EU energy markets and manufacturing industries. TTIP 
should improve the EU’s security of energy supply through adding liquidity and competition to the natural 
gas market. It will not directly lower either environmental or social legislation, but may create the risks of 
weakening the implementation of legislation such as REACH and Fuel Quality Directive.
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 - November 2014The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) and Labour

This briefing prepared for the Employment and Social Affairs Committe provides an overview of labour 
provisions in the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). After a summary of its scope, state 
and EP involvement it analyses the evolution of labour provisions in trade and investment agreements 
with a view to similarities and differences in the EU and US approaches. Finally, it presents a number of 
employment-related issues as well as selected results from research on potential job effects.

 - October 2014ENVI relevant legislative areas of the EU-US Trade and Investment Partnership Negotiations (TTIP)

This study aims to support Members of the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 
(ENVI) in monitoring on-going negotiations for TTIP. It analyses the main differences between EU and US 
legislation in eight areas, namely: human medicines and medical devices, cosmetics, food and nutrition, 
sanitary and phyto-sanitary, nanomaterials, cloning, raw materials and energy, and motor vehicles. Existing 
collaboration between the EU and US, progress already achieved in the negotiations and potential future 
developments in these areas are also addressed.

 - July 2014Risks and opportunities for the EU agri-food sector in a possible EU-US trade agreement

The study provides a detailed overview of EU-US agricultural trade and analyses current barriers to trade, 
paying special attention to existing non-tariff measures still significantly affecting transatlantic trade in 
agricultural goods. Based on the Computable General Equilibrium (CGE) model, the potential impact of the 
future TTIP on agri-food exports, imports and value added suggests that a 25% reduction of NTMs across 
the board and a full phasing-out of tariff protection would increase additional transatlantic trade by about 
40%. Furthermore, the study presents the opportunities and risks of a TTIP for the EU’s agricultural sector.

 - October 2014Financial Services in EU trade agreements

This study provides an overview of rules concerning trade in financial services in a range of recent 
preferential trade agreements (PTA) in view of on-going negotiations with the US over the TTIP. EU 
Member States are collectively the world’s largest exporters of financial services, and the sector is of 
strategic importance in the EU’s trade policy. In its trade agreements with Korea, Singapore, Colombia
/Peru, Central America and CARIFORUM, and its on-going negotiations with Canada, the EU has sought 
and obtained considerable concessions which go beyond those agreed multilaterally in the WTO.

 - April 2015Comparative study on access to documents (and confidentiality rules) in international trade negotiations

It is extremely difficult to strengthen parliamentary oversight of the EU’s trade policies without clear and 
predictable rules and procedures for the EP to access relevant information from the Commission and the 
Council. This study provides an overview on the rules guaranteeing access to information in international 
trade negotiations both in the EU and in selected third countries. It evaluates the existing arrangements in 
view of the provisions included in the Treaty of Lisbon, international norms and agreements, EU case-law, 
and similar rules and practices in national parliaments.

 - October 2014Civil society’s concerns about the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership

When the EU and the US launched negotiations on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
(TTIP) in June 2013, civil society was invited to play ‘a constructive and engaged part in defining the 
content’ of this strategic deal. The agreement has been seen by some as a way to strengthen the West’s 
weakening grip on the world economy, and by others as a tool for big multinationals to secure unfair 
advantages at the expense of the rest of society. Civil society groups have come forward with various 
proposals that reflect their interests.
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Policy Departments

There are five policy departments within the European Parliament's DGs for
Internal Policies and for External Policies. They are responsible for providing both
in-house and external high-level independent expertise, analysis and policy advice
at the request of committees and other parliamentary bodies (delegations,
President, Bureau, Secretary-General). Their expertise covers all areas of activity
of the European Parliament. They are closely involved in the work of committees,
which they support in shaping legislation on and exercising democratic scrutiny
over EU policies.

Outputs

Most frequently prepared at the request of a European Parliament committee or
delegation, the written output of the policy departments comprises a wide range of
products, including studies, in-depth country- or issue-specific analyses, briefings
examining issues of strategic importance, as well as notes containing short
EU-oriented analyses of recent events or developments. They serve a variety of
purposes: they can feed directly into the legislative work of a specific committee or
serve as a briefing for delegations of members. The policy departments also draft
the Fact Sheets on the EU, which provide an overview of European integration
and of the European Parliament’s contribution to that process. Furthermore, they
provide background notes and speaking points.

Events

The policy departments organise events that enhance Parliament’s analytical
capacity and develop common approaches to current political issues. Public
workshops, bringing together groups of experts, are organised to provide
independent expertise via written and oral presentations. Expert panels are set up
to provide members with regular written contributions or to feed into the
parliamentary debate during meetings. Publications are generally presented
during committee meetings.

Scrutiny

Policy departments provide research support to enhance the European
Parliament’s capacity to monitor EU negotiations and the implementation of
international agreements. They have also developed an in-house methodology to
scrutinise EU-funded projects.

Fact Sheets on the EU

The Fact Sheets provide an overview of
European integration and of the European
Parliament’s contribution to that process.
They cover six main themes:

how the European Union works;
a citizens’ Europe;
the internal market;
the economic and monetary union;
sectoral policies; and
the EU’s external relations.

The online version is reviewed
and updated regularly
throughout the year.

www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets

.

Supporting Analyses

Access all Studies, In-depth
Analyses, Briefings and
At-a-Glance notes produced by
the policy departments.

www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses

.

Thematic Digests

These leaflets group policy
departments' publications
relevant to events such as
seminars and inter-
parliamentary meetings.

Contacts

Policy Department for 
Economic, Scientific and
Quality of Life Policies
ECON - EMPL - ENVI - ITRE - IMCO
poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for 
Structural and Cohesion Policies
TRAN - REGI - AGRI - PECH  - CULT
poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for 
Citizens’ Rights and 
Constitutional Affairs
JURI - LIBE - AFCO - FEMM - PETI
poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu

.

Policy Department for 
Budgetary Affairs
BUDG - CONT
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for 
External Relations
AFET - DROI - SEDE - DEVE - INTA
poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu

 

Monthly Highlights

The Monthly Highlights provide
an overview, at a glance, of the
on-going work of the policy
departments, including a
selection of the latest and
forthcoming publications, and future events.
 
To receive them, send an email to:
ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

: The items contained herein are drafted by the policy departments of the European Parliament and are provided for general informationDisclaimer
purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official
position of the European Parliament.
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