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HUMAN AND FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

Purpose

The EU is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, human rights – including the
rights of people belonging to minorities – freedom, democracy, equality and the rule of law.
The EU Charter of Fundamental Rights sets out all the personal, civic, political, economic
and social rights enjoyed by people in the EU.

The EU has also committed itself to promoting and protecting human rights outside its
borders, in accordance with its founding principles. The EU seeks to mainstream human
rights concerns into all its policies and programmes. The European Parliament plays a
leading role in the promotion of human rights. Its democratic mandate gives it particular
authority and expertise in the field of human rights. A Eurobarometer poll showed that, for
EU citizens, protecting human rights is far and away the number one value to be defended
by the European Parliament.

Inside

This leaflet provides extracts from
relevant supporting analyses
prepared by European Parliament’s
policy departments for the committees
on Human Rights, International Trade,
Development, Petitions, Constitutional
Affairs, Civil Liberties, Justice and
Home Affairs, and Women's Rights
and Gender Equality. Scan the QR
code or click on the title of the
publication to access it.

Publications

 - December 2015The European Year for Development: human rights

In recent decades human rights and the related concepts of good governance, democracy and the rule of law have
become an integral element of most donors' international development cooperation. The link between human rights
and development has been confirmed in a series of international conferences. Human rights have an intrinsic value,
and signatories of international human rights treaties have a duty to respect, promote and fulfil human rights,
including in their international work.
 

 - July 2015EU funds for migration policies: analysis of efficiency and best practice for the future

In reaction to recurrent tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, the European Union (EU) has adopted a series of
measures seeking to improve the protection of migrants trying to reach the borders of the EU by sea and to share
responsibility among countries involved by increasing cooperation with transit countries. The primary aim of existing
EU policies and actions still seems to be the protection of the external borders rather than the development of
effective strategies to protect human rights of migrants and the saving of lives on the Mediterranean.
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Occupation/Annexation of a territory: respect for international humanitarian law and human rights and consistent EU
 - June 2015policy

Situations of occupation are often among the most difficult conflicts to resolve, in particular if the
occupied territory is also illegally annexed. Legally speaking, an illegally annexed territory is occupied.
Third parties (like the EU) have an obligation to not recognise an illegal annexation and to not assist in
the continued occupation and annexation. The EU has so far not adopted a consistent policy in these
cases, but there are elements of good practice that can be used.

 - June 2015Trafficking in human organs

The commercial trade in human organs, including trafficking in persons for organ removal has
developed into a global problem. International organ trafficking is committed often by transnational
criminal networks. The EU and other European organisations, such as the Council of Europe or the
OSCE, are making efforts to develop binding legal instruments to step up law enforcement and legal
cooperation in the combat against trafficking in organs.

 - June 2015Conflict and cooperation over water - the role of the EU in ensuring the realisation of human rights

The human right to water has been firmly established and its implications for policymaking have been
discussed in many fields. Thus far, this has hardly been the case for conflicts over water. A human
rights perspective on conflicts over water will help formulating equitable water governance strategies.
The European Parliament, specifically, should support such initiatives with resolutions, engagement in
UN and inter-parliamentary fora, and enhancement of public awareness.

 - April 2015Surveillance and censorship: the impact of technologies on human rights

As human lives transition online, so do human rights. The main challenge for the European Union and
other actors is to transition all human rights to the digital sphere. A human rights-based approach can be
helpful in focusing discussions about security on individuals rather than states. The EU should promote
digital rights in national legislation of the third countries, but also in its own digital strategies.

 - December 2014Addressing the human rights impact of 'land grabbing'

Large-scale land deals for plantation agriculture in low and middle-income countries raise human rights
concerns. ‘Land grabbing’ is a serious issue requiring urgent attention. Important human rights
dimensions are at stake, and compressions of human rights have been documented in some contexts.
The EU, and the European Parliament in particular, can further prevent or remedy human rights
violations linked to large-scale land deals.

 - July 2015The EU's trade policy: from gender-blind to gender-sensitive?

The EU's trade policy has not yet been fully integrated into the strategy for equality between women and
men. Article 8 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU provides that “in all its activities, the Union
shall aim to eliminate inequalities, and to promote equality between men and women.” That provides an
opportunity for the European Parliament's Committee on International Trade to elaborate how to ensure
that both sexes can take advantage of the benefits of trade liberalisation and be protected from its
negative effects.
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 - June 2015Towards more effective global humanitarian action: how the EU can contribute

The World Humanitarian Summit (WHS) in May 2016 will be the culmination of a global consultation
process. The three-year initiative responds to the need to adapt the humanitarian system in order to
make humanitarian action more efficient and effective. As a result of consultations, three main priorities
have been highlighted. There is potential for the European Union to take a leadership role in the process
and influence the WHS outcome.

The interpretation of Article 51 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights: the dilemma of stricter or broader application
 - February 2016of the Charter to national measures

This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and
Constitutional Affairs at the request of the Committee on Petitions, considers the dilemma of a broad or
narrow application of the Charter of Fundamental Rights to national measures. It considers the way the
Court of Justice of the EU has been interpreting fundamental rights in relation to such measures before
and after the Lisbon Treaty and the constitutionalisation of the Charter.

 - January 2016The European Social Charter in the context of implementation of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights

Despite its increased visibility and relevance to fields covered by the EU, the European Social Charter
has been largely ignored from the more recent developments concerning the protection of fundamental
rights in the EU legal order. This creates the risk of conflicting obligations imposed on the EU Member
States, respectively as members of the EU and as States parties to the European Social Charter.
Various options could be explored to move beyond the current impasse.

 - February 2015The impact of the crisis on fundamental rights across Member States of the EU - comparative analysis

This study was commissioned by the European Parliament's Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and
Constitutional Affairs at the request of the LIBE Committee. It presents a synthesis of studies conducted
in seven Member States regarding the impact of financial and economic crises, and austerity measures
imposed in response thereto, on fundamental rights of individuals. The Member States studied are: 

, , , , ,  and .Belgium Cyprus Greece Ireland Italy Spain Portugal

 - February 2015Empowering women and girls through education

This study explores challenges and opportunities for the empowerment of women through education. It
shows how various factors like poverty, gender stereotypes and institutional cultures impact upon
educational outcomes. Consequently, a more equitable distribution of educational resources, gender
sensitive institutional cultures and practices, and challenging social norms and expectations of men and
women are needed. Greater access to the labour market, better earnings, and personal empowerment
will be the return.

 - September 2013The US surveillance programmes and their impact on EU citizens' fundamental rights

In light of the recent PRISM-related revelations, this briefing note analyses the impact of US surveillance
programmes on European citizens’ rights. The note explores the scope of surveillance that can be
carried out under the US FISA Amendments Act 2008, and related practices of the US authorities which
have very strong implications for EU data sovereignty and the protection of European citizens’ rights.
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The triangular relationship between fundamental rights, democracy and rule of law in the EU - towards an EU
 Copenhagen Mechanism – October 2013

This study examines the triangular relationship between fundamental rights, democracy and the rule of
law in the EU and the challenges that arise in reflecting on ways to strengthen EU competences in these
terrains. It analyses the current ‘state of play’ and provides a map of EU-level mechanisms assessing
respect for rule of law, democracy and fundamental rights, and Article 2 TEU general principles, by EU
Member States.

The protection role of the Committee on Petitions in the context of the implementation of the UN Convention on the
 - September 2015Rights of Persons with Disabilities

This study was commissioned by the European Parliament's Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and
Constitutional Affairs at the request of the PETI Committee. It explains the context of the UN Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities with reference to the PETI Committee’s role in the EU
Framework for its implementation. It considers the petitions received on disability issues and examples
of CRPD protection mechanisms implemented at level of the UN, the EU and the Member States.

 - October 2013Overview of the worldwide best practices for rape prevention and for assisting women victims of rape

The study provides an overview of the worldwide best practices for rape prevention and assisting
women victims of rape. It reviews the international literature and offers selected examples of promising
practices. It addresses the comprehensive range of policies in the fields of gender equality; law and
justice; economy, development and social inclusion; culture, education and media; and health. It
presents a wide-ranging set of examples of best practice and concludes with a series of
recommendations, based on the social scientific evidence presented in the study.
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Economic, Scientific and
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Policy Department for 
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poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for 
Citizens’ Rights and 
Constitutional Affairs
JURI - LIBE - AFCO - FEMM - PETI
poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for 
Budgetary Affairs
BUDG - CONT
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for 
External Relations
AFET - DROI - SEDE - DEVE - INTA
poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu

Policy Departments

There are five policy departments within the European Parliament's DGs for Internal
Policies and for External Policies. They are responsible for providing both in-house and
external high-level independent expertise, analysis and policy advice at the request of
committees and other parliamentary bodies (delegations, President, Bureau,
Secretary-General). Their expertise covers all areas of activity of the European
Parliament. They are closely involved in the work of committees which they support in
shaping legislation on and exercising democratic scrutiny over EU policies.

Policy departments deliver policy analysis in a wide variety of formats, ranging from
studies and in-depth analyses to briefings and the Fact Sheets on the EU. This written
output serves a variety of purposes by feeding directly into the legislative work of a
specific committee or serving as a briefing for delegations of members.

Policy departments also organise events, including workshops and expert
panels, which enhance Parliament’s analytical capacity and develop
common approaches to current political issues.
www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses

Fact Sheets on the EU

The Fact Sheets provide an overview of European integration and of the
European Parliament’s contribution to that process. They cover six main
themes: the EU's functioning; a citizens’ Europe; the internal market; the
economic and monetary union; sectoral policies; and external relations.
 
The online version, available in 23 languages, is updated regularly throughout the year.
www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets
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