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The EU security environment:
Challenges and shifts

Over the past few years, the world’s commitment to peace and its capacity to deal with evolving security challenges have been put to the
test. The outcomes - an increasing number of refugees, an expanding network of terrorist organisations, some countries’ high
dependency on international aid, and a relatively low level of respect for civil liberties around the world - demonstrate an urgent need for

reflection and adaptation.

A place for the EU in a changing world

The perception of
challenges among EU
citizens does not follow
any clear pattern.
However, terrorism is
perceived as the biggest
challenge in the majority
of Member States, and
concern over religious
extremism has markedly
increased according to
Eurobarometer polls from
o 2011and2015.

What are Europeans’ concerns? (one answer)

@ Terrorism @ Organised crime

Strong support for EU engagement

Awareness of EU intervention in
humanitarian crises does not consistently
reflect the amount of money spent in the
same vein (see graphic to the right).

Even though only 11% of Europeans see
civil wars and wars as the most important
challenge for the EU, a significant majority
considers EU humanitarian activities
important.

90%
consider EU
humanitarian
activities
important
in 2015...
90%
I would expect
other EU
countries
to provide
helpifa
disaster
happens

In which of the following crises
have you been most aware of EU

humanitarian intervention?
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Most important challenges:
Top 10 (max. 3 answers)
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A role for the Parliament?

In addition to its function as
co-legislator, the European Parliament
is actively involved in promoting EU
values and interests through
parliamentary diplomacy. The President
of the EP regularly attends major
international events, and Members of
the Parliament act daily on foreign,
human rights and security policy issues,
mainly through three of its committees
and 45 standing delegations.

The EP as an actor on EU security
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Preparing for a post-Western world

It is impossible to ignore the demographic,
societal and technological changes that
will influence Europe’s place in the world.
With the global centre of gravity
fragmenting and shifting towards Africa
and Asia, the EU could go into a permanent
‘catch up’mode; or it can change gear and
try to get ahead of the curve.

Demography

The global population will grow to 9.6
billion by 2050, representing an increase
of four times the current size of the EU’s
population.

Population projections
(billion people)
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Religion

By 2050, for the first time in history,
forecasts depict near parity between
Muslims and Christians. While the world’s
Muslim population will increase by 73%,
Christians’ growth rate is expected to
come in at 35%. India will surpass
Indonesia as the world'’s largest Muslim
country.

Technology

By 2025, 1.3 billion additional internet
users will come online worldwide,
bringing the total to 4.7 billion netizens, of
which 75% will come from developing
countries. As much as 80% of internet
connections might originate from mobile
devices.

Sources: Microsoft, GMAS, ITU

Climate

Limited access to food, fresh water or
energy can be both a result and one of the
main drivers of instability. These conditions
can be aggravated by extreme climate
conditions. It is anticipated that by 2050
hot days will occur five times more often
than was the case at the beginning of the
2000s in the Middle East and North Africa.
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The rise of megacities
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40% of the world’s Christians will live in
sub-Saharan Africa. In Europe, the
Christian population is expected to shrink
by about 100 million people while nearly a
quarter of Europeans (23%) are expected
to have no religious affiliation.
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Extreme temperatures in combination
with increasing air pollution from
windblown desert dust will render living
conditions in parts of the region
intolerable, and may lead to a 'climate
exodus', migration and social unrest.

Source: OECD

Much of this growth is expected to take
place in the cities of developing countries:
India, China and Nigeria alone will add
about 37% of the world’s new urban
population.

By 2050, the world is projected to have 40
megacities, with about 85% of them
located in the global South. London and
Paris will be the only EU cities on that list.

Whether developed or developing, all
countries will need to face the challenge
of an ageing populace. By 2050, the
overall ratio of old to young is projected to
double from current levels, with almost
half of Europe over 50 as early as 2020.
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