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TRANSPORT AND TOURISM IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC 

 
This overview of the transport and tourism sectors in the Czech Republic was prepared to provide information for 
the mission of the Transport and Tourism Committee to the country in 2016 (19-22 September).  

1. INTRODUCTION 

The Czech Republic is one of the few landlocked EU Member 
States, situated in Central Europe and created in 1993 when 
Czechoslovakia split into two separate states: the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia. The country is bordered by four other EU Member 
States: Austria, Germany, Poland and Slovakia. Its total area is 
78.8 thousand km2 and in 2015 its population was estimated at 
10.512 million inhabitants1.  
 
The country became a member of the EU on the 1st of May 2004, 
and is also a Schengen Area member since 2007. The political 
system is a parliamentary republic and, although the currency is 
still the Czech koruna (CZK), the Czech Republic is currently 
preparing to adopt the euro2. 
 
The most important sectors of the Czech Republic’s economy in 
2014 were industry (32.6%), wholesale and retail trade, 
transport, accommodation and food services (17.9%) and public 
administration, defence, education, human health and social 
work activities (14.9%)3. 
 
The Czech Republic has experienced a strong economic recovery since 2014, which has given rise to significant 
improvements in the labour market4 and the country’s unemployment rate is one of the lowest in the EU (please 
see Table 1). Transport enterprises are growing and hiring in the Czech Republic, with two percentage points of 
employees hired above the EU average. The country also scores highly in the share of women employed in 
transport, taking the second place in the EU with 28%5. 
 
According to the International Transport Forum, the Czech Republic spent the equivalent of 1,067 million euros 
on inland transport infrastructure in 2014, an investment which represents 0.7% of the country’s Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP)6. Transport companies' expenditure in R&D corresponds to only 1.5 ‰ of Czech GDP7. 
 

                                                           
1  European Commission - DG MOVE (Mobility and Transport) - Czech Republic Country Scoreboard. 
2  European Commission - DG ECFIN (Economic and Financial Matters) - The Czech Republic and the euro. 
3  EUROPA - Official Website of the European Union - Member Countries - Czech Republic. 
4  European Commission - DG ECFIN (Economic and Financial Matters) - Country Report Czech Republic 2016. 
5  European Commission - DG MOVE (Mobility and Transport) - Czech Republic Country Scoreboard - People. 
6  OECD.Stat (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) - ITF (International Transport Forum) - Transport infrastructure 

investment and maintenance spending. The ITF collects, on an annual basis from all its Member countries, data on investment and 
maintenance spending on transport infrastructures. Data are collected from Transport Ministries, statistical offices and other 
institution designated as an official data source.  

7  European Commission - DG MOVE (Mobility and Transport) - Czech Republic Country Scoreboard - Energy Union and Innovation. 
 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/scoreboard/doc/factsheets/cz_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/euro/countries/czech_republic_en.htm
http://europa.eu/about-eu/countries/member-countries/czechrepublic/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/csr2016/cr2016_czech_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/scoreboard/countries/czech-republic/people/index_en.htm
https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=ITF_INV-MTN_DATA
https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=ITF_INV-MTN_DATA
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/scoreboard/countries/czech-republic/energy-union-innovation/index_en.htm
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Table 1: Macro-Economic Forecasts for the Czech Republic 

 2014 2015 2016 2017 

GDP growth (%, year over year)  2.0 4.2 2.1 2.6 

Inflation (%, year over year)  0.4 0.3 0.5 1.4 

Unemployment (%) 6.1 5.1 4.5 4.4 
 

Source: European Commission8 

2. GENERAL TRANSPORT 

2.1. Renewable Energy in Transport 

For all EU Member States, Directive 2009/28/EC (the Renewable Energy Directive) imposes a common target of 
10% for the share of renewable energy in the transport sector to be achieved by 20209. In 2014, the share of 
energy from renewable sources in the Czech Republic’s transport sector was 6.1%10. Yet the energy and carbon 
intensity of the Czech economy remains high and the transport infrastructure and energy efficiency gaps vis-à-vis 
the EU remain wide11.  
 
In the Czech Republic, the main support scheme for renewable energy sources used in transport is a quota 
system. This scheme obliges companies importing or producing petrol or diesel to ensure that biofuels (which 
are exempt from consumption tax) make up a defined percentage of their annual fuel sales12. Furthermore, the 
Ministry of Agriculture is responsible for the renewable energy from biomass of agricultural origin and the 
country’s legislation supports the obligatory blending of biocontents in the transport fuels13.  
 
The number of new passenger vehicles using alternative fuels is below the EU average14, yet tax exemption in the 
Czech Republic is granted to electricity used for passenger and freight transport by rail, tramway and 
trolleybuses15. 
 
 

2.2. Innovative Technological Solutions in Transport 

According to the Czech government, the use and implementation of a modern transport management system 
and traffic regulation, information systems, GNSS (Global Navigation Satellite Systems) and Intelligent Transport 
Systems (ITS) must all become an integral part of the development of transport. These innovative technological 
solutions will help achieve the Czech Republic’s main transport policy objectives, which include ensuring the 
connection of different modes (including barrier-free transport links) and increasing traffic safety16.  
 
The Czech Republic is home to the European GNSS Agency, also known as the GSA, which is based in Prague. The 
GSA’s mission is to support EU objectives and achieve the highest return on European GNSS investment, in terms 
of benefits to users, as well as economic growth and competitiveness. In terms of transport, GNSS is crucial in 
several sectors, not just aviation. In rail for example, GNSS enabled signalling applications provide increased 
safety and reduce costs of infrastructure management and operations compared to legacy signalling solutions. In 
road transport, GNSS significantly reduces congestion (and hence CO2 pollution), as well as improving the 
efficiency of road transportation through navigation, fleet management opportunities and road traffic 
monitoring17. 
                                                           
8  European Commission - DG ECFIN (Economic and Financial Affairs) - Country page for the Czech Republic - Spring 2016. 
9  Directive 2009/28/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009 on the promotion of the use of energy from 

renewable sources and amending and subsequently repealing Directives 2001/77/EC and 2003/30/EC - Article 3, paragraph 4: “Each 
Member State shall ensure that the share of energy from renewable sources in all forms of transport in 2020 is at least 10 % of the final 
consumption of energy in transport in that Member State.” (p.L140/28). 

10  EUROSTAT - Statistics explained - Energy from Renewable Sources - updated February 2016. 
11  European Commission - DG ECFIN (Economic and Financial Matters) - Country Report Czech Republic 2016. 
12  RES Legal - Legal sources on renewable energy - Czech Republic: Summary - updated June 2016. 
13  European Commission - DG DEVCO (International Cooperation and Development) - Renewable Energies in the Czech Republic.  
14  European Commission - DG MOVE (Mobility and Transport) - Czech Republic Country Scoreboard - Energy Union and Innovation. 
15  European Environment Agency - EEA - Energy support measures and their impact on innovation in the renewable energy sector in 

Europe - Case Study: Czech Republic - Published 15 Dec 2014. 
16  The Office of the Government of the Czech Republic - National Reform Programme of the Czech Republic - 2015 (p.38). 
17  European GNSS Agency Website - Segment Pages - Aviation, Rail, Road. GNSS refers to a constellation of satellites providing signals 

from space that transmit positioning and timing data to GNSS receivers. The receivers then use this data to determine location. 

http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/eu/countries/czech_republic_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0028&qid=1470749691899&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0028&qid=1470749691899&from=EN
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Energy_from_renewable_sources
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/csr2016/cr2016_czech_en.pdf
http://www.res-legal.eu/search-by-country/czech-republic/summary/c/czech-republic/s/res-t/sum/120/lpid/119/
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/renewable-energies-czech-republic_en
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/scoreboard/countries/czech-republic/energy-union-innovation/index_en.htm
http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/energy-support-measures
http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/energy-support-measures
http://www.vlada.cz/assets/evropske-zalezitosti/aktualne/NPR-2015_EN.pdf
http://www.gsa.europa.eu/segment/aviation
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2.3. The Trans-European Transport Network 

There are three Core Network Corridors (CNC) of the TEN-T that cross the Czech Republic18 (please see Map 1):  
 

- The Baltic-Adriatic Corridor stretches extends from the Polish ports Gdansk and Gdynia and from 
Szczecin and Swinoujscie via Czech Republic or Slovakia and through eastern Austria to the 
Slovenian port of Koper and to the Italian ports of Trieste, Venice and Ravenna. It covers rail, road, 
airports, ports and RRT's. Mr Kurt Bodewig is the European Coordinator for this Corridor.   

 

- The Orient/East-Med Corridor connects the German ports Bremen, Hamburg and Rostock via 
Czech Republic and Slovakia, with a branch through Austria, further via Hungary to the Romanian 
port of Constanta, the Bulgarian port of Burgas, with a link to Turkey, to Greek ports Thessaloniki and 
Piraeus and a "Motorway of the Sea" link to Cyprus. Mr Matthieu Grosch is the European 
Coordinator for this Corridor. 

 

- The Rhine-Danube Corridor connects Strasbourg and Mannheim via two parallel axes in southern 
Germany, one along Main and Danube, the other one via Stuttgart and Munich, and with a branch to 
Prague and Zilina to the Slovak-Ukrainian border, through Austria, Slovakia and Hungary to the 
Romanian ports of Constanta and Galati. Ms Karla Peijs is the European Coordinator for this 
Corridor. In particular, the railway connection between Prague and Munich is one of the key CNC 
projects. Along this section so far, seven Czech railway projects have been granted funding from the 
Connecting Europe Facility (CEF): four in the CEF Call 2014 and three in the CEF Call 2015. These 
successful projects are all within the Cohesion Fund envelope for the Czech Republic. In total, the 
cost of the projects is estimated at 459.2 million euros, of which 354.9 million euros is the maximum 
recommended EU funding (representing an average co-financing rate of 77%)19.  

 
Map 1: TEN-T Core Network Corridors in the Czech Republic (focus on the three CNCs) 
 
 

 
 

 Baltic-Adriatic Corridor       Orient/East-Med Corridor       Rhine-Danube Corridor 
 

Source: European Commission20 
 
According to the European Commission, in order to address infrastructure bottlenecks in the country, conditions 
must be put in place to ensure adequate overall planning and full absorption of funds earmarked for rail projects 
in the Cohesion Fund21. As for the completion of the TEN-T Core Network in the Czech Republic, only the 
completion of the Core Network for conventional rail is above EU average (with 63% completed in 2013), while 
the Core Network for high speed rail still needs to be significantly developed22.  

 

                                                           
18  European Commission - DG MOVE (Mobility and Transport) - TEN-T Country Fiche for the Czech Republic.  
19  INEA (Innovation and Networks Executive Agency) Website - Connecting Europe Facility - - Projects by country - Czech Republic. 
20  European Commission - DG MOVE (Mobility and Transport) - Trans-European Transport Networks - TENtec - Maps (focus on the Core 

Network Corridors that cross the Czech Republic). 
21  European Commission - European Semester Thematic Fiche - Transport (p.16). 
22  European Commission - DG MOVE (Mobility and Transport) - Czech Republic Country Scoreboard - Investments and Infrastructure. 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/ten-t-guidelines/doc/ten-t-country-fiches/cz_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/connecting-europe-facility/cef-transport/projects-by-country/czech-republic
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/maps_upload/SchematicA0_EUcorridor_map.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/themes/2015/transport.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/scoreboard/countries/czech-republic/investments-infrastructure/index_en.htm
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2.4. Transport Infrastructure Quality 

EU ratings of the quality of transport infrastructure in the Czech Republic are quite high for air and rail (both 
above the EU average), although the quality of the road infrastructure in the country is rated below the EU 
average23. The high quality of the Czech Republic’s transport infrastructure can also be illustrated through the 
World Economic Forum's index of satisfaction with transport infrastructure quality (please see Figure 1), 
produced for its Global Competitiveness Report 2015-2016. The country is ranked third out of the 28 EU Member 
States based on overall performance of transport infrastructure in 2015. 
 
Figure 1: Satisfaction with infrastructure quality (2015) 

 
 

Source: World Economic Forum24 
 
In general, consumer satisfaction with all transport modes in the Czech Republic has gone up since the previous 
year and is well above EU average for urban, rail and air transport25. Indeed, with regards to the Market 
Performance Index (MPI)26 as analysed in the Market Monitoring Survey 2015, the Czech Republic performed well 
by holding 7th place compared to the other EU Member States. An MPI indicates to what extent a given market 
brings the desired outcome to consumers and, in 2015, the Czech Republic scored the highest for airline services, 
closely followed by urban transport (tram, local bus and metro) and then train services27.  
 

2.5. Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

As detailed in the Czech Republic’s National Reform Programme for 201628, the Czech government is planning a 
technical amendment to its EIA Act with the goal of transposing the revised Directive 2014/52/EU29 (deadline for 
transposition: 16 May 2017). One of the main reasons is to take into account the fact that climate change will 
continue to damage the environment and endanger economic development. Therefore, after the transposition 
of Directive 2014/52/EU, the EIA documentation needed for a project proposal will also have to contain a 
description of:  

                                                           
23  European Commission - DG MOVE (Mobility and Transport) - Czech Republic Country Scoreboard - Investments and Infrastructure. 
24  European Commission - European Semester Thematic Fiche - Transport (p.7). Scale from 1 [extremely underdeveloped] to 7 [extensive 

and efficient by international standards]. The countries were ranked on their overall performance of transport infrastructure. These 
results should however be interpreted with caution, since they report a subjective view rather than an objective assessment. They can 
reflect the satisfaction with the density of the infrastructure rather than the quality of maintenance. They also do not reflect differences 
observed within Member States, which can be very significant, e.g. between regions, road types (motorway, secondary, local) or 
ownership models (concession or national roads).   

25  European Commission - DG MOVE (Mobility and Transport) - Czech Republic Country Scoreboard - People. 
26  An MPI is a composite index incorporating five key components: consumers' trust in retailers/providers, ease of comparing different 

offers, the extent of problems and detriment, expectations and choice. Each component is weighted according to the importance it 
was given by the respondent and the maximum total score is 100. 

27  European Commission - European Semester Thematic Fiche - Transport (p.5). The results of the Market Monitoring Survey 2015 will 
feed into the 2016 Consumer Markets Scoreboard.   

28  The Office of the Government of the Czech Republic - National Reform Programme of the Czech Republic - 2016 (p.35). 
29  Directive 2014/52/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 April 2014 amending Directive 2011/92/EU on the 

assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment. 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/scoreboard/countries/czech-republic/investments-infrastructure/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/themes/2016/transport_201605.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/scoreboard/countries/czech-republic/people/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/themes/2016/transport_201605.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/csr2016/nrp2016_czech_en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014L0052&from=FR
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014L0052&from=FR
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- the project’s potential significant environmental impacts, based on its effects on the climate  
(e.g. the nature and volume of greenhouse gas emissions);  

- the project’s vulnerability to climate change; 
- and of the project’s exploitation of biological diversity. 

 
The Czech government is also focused on the issue of transport-related projects of a significant value, that are co-
funded by the European funds, and that have the EIA verification issued based on the legislation valid before the 
Czech Republic’s membership to the EU. Currently, intensive negotiations are taking place and a government 
resolution is being prepared. This will allow the start of the process of producing revised EIA documentation for 
these projects and hence fulfilling the European Commission’s requirements30. 

3. ROAD TRANSPORT  

In 2013, approximately 66% of passenger transport by land in the Czech Republic was passenger cars, with 64.7 
billion pkm31. The amount of time that car drivers spent in traffic jams was below the EU average for the same 
year, with just over 25 hours average time annually in road congestion32. However, traffic is still a challenge, 
especially in historical city centres, so the Czech Ministry of Transport suggests the national law should make it 
possible for municipalities to introduce charges for entry into city centres. The reasoning put forward is that 
administrative bans and limitations tend to be not efficient enough, while economic regulation is more suitable, 
according to foreign experience, enabling high flexibility of the degree of regulation. This would also reduce the 
negative impact of noise, emissions and road accidents which are felt more strongly in urban areas33.  
 

Figure 2: Percentage change in road deaths between 2014 and 2015 

 
Source: European Transport Safety Council34 

 

 
In 2010, the EU renewed its commitment to improving road safety by setting a target of reducing road deaths by 
50% by 2020, compared to 2010 levels. The Czech Republic is not currently one of the Member States on track to 

                                                           
30  The Office of the Government of the Czech Republic - National Reform Programme of the Czech Republic - 2016 (p.35). 
31  European Commission - EU Transport in Figures - Statistical Pocketbook 2015 (pp.47-48). 
32  European Commission - DG MOVE (Mobility and Transport) - Czech Republic Country Scoreboard - Energy Union and Innovation. 
33  Czech Ministry of Transport - The Transport Policy of the Czech Republic for 2014–2020 with the Prospect of 2050 - June 2013 (p.37). 
34  European Transport Safety Council (ETSC) - 'Ranking EU Progress on Road Safety' - 10th Road Safety Performance Index Report, June 

2016 (page 9). *National provisional estimates used for 2015, as the final figures for 2015 are not yet available at the time of going to 
print. **UK data for 2015 is GB provisional total for year ending September 2015 and Northern Ireland total for the calendar year 2015. 
Numbers of deaths in MT and LU are small and, therefore, subject to substantial annual fluctuation. 

http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/csr2016/nrp2016_czech_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/statistics/doc/2015/pocketbook2015.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/scoreboard/countries/czech-republic/energy-union-innovation/index_en.htm
http://www.mdcr.cz/NR/rdonlyres/DB292074-62B4-4B09-9D43-9697A1A86FB0/0/B1300298_MINISTERSTVO_DOPRAVY_2014_2020_ENG05.pdf
http://etsc.eu/wp-content/uploads/10-PIN-annual-report-FINAL.pdf
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reaching this target (please see Figure 2). The 2014 fatality rate in road accidents in the country was 62 deaths per 
million inhabitants, which not only was above the EU average of 51 for the same year but also represented an 
increase compared to the previous year35. However, when looking at the period 2010 to 2015, road fatalities in 
the Czech Republic have generally decreased by 8% in the country (the EU average was a decrease of 17%)36. 
 
The road network in the Czech Republic underperforms compared with other EU countries, although higher 
investment in 2014 and 2015 is likely to have closed this gap somewhat37. There are just over 750km of 
motorways in the Czech Republic, which represents less than 1% of the total road network in the country38.   
 
In 2013, only 28% of the haulage by vehicles registered in the Czech Republic was national haulage, whereas 72% 
was international haulage, moving a total of 54.9 billion tkm combined. The Czech sector for road freight 
transport employed 116.4 thousand people in 2012 and encompassed over 31 thousand enterprises39.  

4. INLAND WATERWAY TRANSPORT  

The Czech Republic is one of the few EU Member States (along with Austria, Hungary, Luxembourg and Slovenia) 
that has no coast line and therefore no maritime ports or maritime transport traffic. However, there are several 
inland waterway ports thanks to the Labe River, more commonly known under its German name: the Elbe River 
(please see Map 2). The river rises in the Krkonoše Mountains of north-central Czech Republic, near the border 
with Poland, and continues northwesterly into Germany, finally flowing into the North Sea at Cuxhaven, after 
passing directly through the city of Hamburg. It is one of the major rivers of Europe, at 1,094km total length, 
939km navigable length. There are currently 21 locks on the Labe/Elbe River in the Czech Republic but only one 
in Germany at Geesthacht (36km upstream of Hamburg) which separates the tidal river from the inland 
waterway40. The primary navigational difficulty on the Labe/Elbe River is the frequent shallow depth of the free-
flowing section of the river, which can be as low as 0.9 meter in dry seasons. On the other hand, the river is also 
infamous for major flooding. 
 
Traditionally, the access to the sea has been secured by the Labe/Elbe River to seaports in northern Germany, the 
Netherlands and Belgium using a network of inland ports on the European waterways. Being a landlocked 
country, the average time to import and export goods by sea is high (17 days)41 so these strategic inland 
waterway connections to western Europe are crucially important for the Czech Republic’s economy. Their 
importance particularly increased after the country joined the EU in 2004, as cross-border transport in the region 
has steadily grown42. 
 
In the Czech Republic, the connecting Vltava waterway leads to Prague and further south. The Bata Canal, in the 
eastern part of the country, is isolated but is popular for cruising43. The waterborne transport is not only 
complementary to the public transport in Prague, but also forms an attractive tourist destination and an 
important element of regional economy44.   
 
The total length of the navigable canals, rivers and lakes regularly used for transport in the Czech Republic is 
636km45. The inland waterway transport sector in the Czech Republic employed 500 people in 2012 within 84 
enterprises46. However, the Czech Ministry of Transport considers the share of the waterborne transport in the 
transport volume in the Czech Republic to be relatively low, mainly due to insufficiently reliable infrastructure. In 
the 2014-2020 Transport Policy, it explains that “if suitable conditions are created, waterborne transport can 
become part of regular combined transport lines, exerting competitive pressure on a reduction of prices in the 
rail and road transport”47. 
                                                           
35  European Commission - DG MOVE (Mobility and Transport) - Czech Republic Country Scoreboard - People. 
36  European Transport Safety Council (ETSC) - 'Ranking EU Progress on Road Safety' - 10th Road Safety Performance Index Report, June 

2016 (p.13). 
37  European Commission - DG ECFIN (Economic and Financial Matters) - Country Report Czech Republic 2016. 
38  European Commission - EU Transport in Figures - Statistical Pocketbook 2015 (pp.76-77). 
39  European Commission - EU Transport in Figures - Statistical Pocketbook 2015 (pp.38-40 and pp.24-25). 
40  The EuroCanals - Cruising the Canals and Rivers of Europe - The Waterways of the Czech Republic. 
41  European Commission - DG MOVE (Mobility and Transport) - Czech Republic Country Scoreboard - Investments and Infrastructure. 
42  J. Aster - “Inland Navigation on the Elbe River Waterway in the EU 25” - 2012. 
43  The EuroCanals - Cruising the Canals and Rivers of Europe - The Waterways of the Czech Republic. 
44  Czech Ministry of Transport - The Transport Policy of the Czech Republic for 2014–2020 with the Prospect of 2050 - June 2013 (p.35). 
45  European Commission - EU Transport in Figures - Statistical Pocketbook 2015 (p.82). 
46  European Commission - EU Transport in Figures - Statistical Pocketbook 2015 (pp.24-25). 
47  Czech Ministry of Transport - The Transport Policy of the Czech Republic for 2014–2020 with the Prospect of 2050 - June 2013 (p.30). 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/scoreboard/countries/czech-republic/people/index_en.htm
http://etsc.eu/wp-content/uploads/10-PIN-annual-report-FINAL.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/csr2016/cr2016_czech_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/statistics/doc/2015/pocketbook2015.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/statistics/doc/2015/pocketbook2015.pdf
http://www.eurocanals.com/Waterways/czechrepublicwat.html
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/scoreboard/countries/czech-republic/investments-infrastructure/index_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2004_2009/documents/dv/tran20060420_07_aster_pres_en/tran20060420_07_aster_pres_en.pdf
http://www.eurocanals.com/Waterways/czechrepublicwat.html
http://www.mdcr.cz/NR/rdonlyres/DB292074-62B4-4B09-9D43-9697A1A86FB0/0/B1300298_MINISTERSTVO_DOPRAVY_2014_2020_ENG05.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/statistics/doc/2015/pocketbook2015.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/statistics/doc/2015/pocketbook2015.pdf
http://www.mdcr.cz/NR/rdonlyres/DB292074-62B4-4B09-9D43-9697A1A86FB0/0/B1300298_MINISTERSTVO_DOPRAVY_2014_2020_ENG05.pdf
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Map 2: Waterways in the Czech Republic 
 

 
 

Source: EuroCanals48 

5. RAILWAY TRANSPORT   

Competition in both the freight and passengers’ rail market has grown considerably in recent years49. The 2013 
OECD product market regulation data show that the Czech Republic’s rail transport sector is on a positive trend 
and is in line with the OECD’s average. According to the analysis, the market structure in the Czech Republic is 
currently more competition-friendly than average, and looks to increase the number of operators that compete 
in the same market50. The Czech Republic has an independent ministerial regulator for rail transport51. 
 
In 2013, there were 9,459km of railway lines in use in the Czech Republic: 3,216km of which were electrified 
(representing 34% of the Czech rail network). The main railway gauge is 1,435mm and the country does not 
currently have any high-speed railway lines52. The possibility of constructing high-speed lines is at planning stage 
only: there have been many studies undertaken, and preparatory works are to be detailed in the feasibility study 
which is expected for the end of 201653. According to the 2014-2020 Transport Policy, the Czech Ministry of 
Transport aims to focus on the following routes at first:  

• Prague – Brno – Ostrava border / Břeclav border 
• Prague – Dresden border / Most 
• Prague – Munich border 
• Prague – Wroclaw border 

 

                                                           
48  The EuroCanals - Cruising the Canals and Rivers of Europe - The Waterways of the Czech Republic. 
49  European Commission - DG MOVE (Mobility and Transport) - Czech Republic Country Scoreboard - Internal Market. 
50  OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) - Product Market Regulation Database - Compare your country - 

Czech Republic - 2013. 
51  OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) - Regulatory management practices in OECD countries - 2016 - 

(p.14). In most cases, independent regulators that have adjudicatory, rule-making or enforcement powers have their independence 
stated in the law. Regulators that are ministerial departments or agencies and whose independence is explicitly stated in the law tend 
to be in the transport sectors. 

52  European Commission - EU Transport in Figures - Statistical Pocketbook 2015 (pp.78-80). 
53  Czech Ministry of Transport - The Transport Policy of the Czech Republic for 2014–2020 with the Prospect of 2050 - June 2013 (p.76). 

http://www.eurocanals.com/Waterways/czechrepublicwat.html
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/scoreboard/countries/czech-republic/internal-market/index_en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/economy/pmr
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/5jm0qwm7825h.pdf?expires=1470732451&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=5A0D89C34BEF4CF89EC144DAAEEDB08D
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/statistics/doc/2015/pocketbook2015.pdf
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5.1. Passenger Railway Transport 

In 2013, rail passenger transport in the Czech Republic accounted for 7.5 billion pkm, which represents only 7.7% 
of the modal split of passenger transport on land (the rest is divided as follows: passenger cars - 66.3%, 
buses&coached - 16.1%, and tram&metro 9.8%)54.  
 
Terminals connecting railway, bus, non-motorized and private transport are of key importance for the further 
development of integrated transport systems in the Czech Republic. In the 2014-2020 Transport Policy, the Czech 
Ministry of Transport emphasises how important a functional passenger transport system and an efficient urban 
mobility agenda are to tackle the challenges with transport in cities.   

5.2. Freight Railway Transport 
 

In 2013, rail freight in the Czech Republic moved 14 billion tkm (which is a 2.1% decrease compared to the 
previous year)55.  
 
According to its 2014-2020 Transport Policy, the Czech Republic needs high-quality railway infrastructure with 
sufficient capacity for freight transport at any time of the day in order to increase the utilisation of rail freight 
transport. Currently freight transport is limited by rapid passenger transport (requiring frequent overtaking, 
which slows down freight and increases its energy demand) as well as by suburban passenger transport (short 
intervals between trains). It is difficult for long-distance rail freight to pass through suburban and urban areas of 
large conurbations56.  

6. AIR TRANSPORT 

In 2013, the air passenger traffic between Member States shows that the Czech Republic's most popular flying 
destination was the United Kingdom with 1.4 million passengers carried, followed by Germany (1 million), France 
(965 thousand) and Italy (884 thousand). For the same year, 83 thousand passengers flew on domestic flights in 
the Czech Republic57. 
 
There are five main airports in the Czech Republic, but only the international airport of Prague (“Václav Havel 
Airport Prague”58) carries more than 10 million passengers per year. The other four (Brno, Ostrava, Karlovy Vary, 
and Pardubice) can carry between 100 thousand and 500 thousand passengers per year59.  
 
Indeed, in 2013, the Václav Havel Airport Prague was ranked 28th major European airport in terms of passenger 
traffic with 11 million passengers carried (arriving, departing and in transit)60. Three air carriers have their hubs at 
the Václav Havel Airport Prague: Czech Airlines, Travel Service and Wizz Air and there are over 60 airlines offering 
direct flights to more than 140 destinations around the world. The airport has over 1,700 employees, while about 
over 14,000 people are directly or indirectly employed by companies operating at the airport61.  
 
In terms of freight traffic, the Václav Havel Airport Prague is ranked 37th in the list of major European airlines with 
52 thousand tonnes of cargo and mail loaded and unloaded in 201362. There are also five regular cargo carriers 
operating at the airport63. According to the Czech Ministry of Transport, air cargo forms an important segment of 
the freight market, focusing on long-distance express deliveries. Further development is contingent on good-
quality interconnection of selected airports with the road and rail infrastructure, as well as with the network of 
TEN-T airports and logistics centres, which can contribute to raising the efficiency of transport and reducing the 
                                                           
54  European Commission - EU Transport in Figures - Statistical Pocketbook 2015 (pp.47 and 51).  
55  European Commission - EU Transport in Figures - Statistical Pocketbook 2015 (p.41). 
56  Czech Ministry of Transport - The Transport Policy of the Czech Republic for 2014–2020 with the Prospect of 2050 - June 2013 (p.29). 
57  European Commission - EU Transport in Figures - Statistical Pocketbook 2015 (pp.54-55). 
58  On 05/10/2012, “Prague/Ruzyně civil international airport” was renamed “Václav Havel Airport Prague”, as approved by the 

Government of the Czech Republic. The name change was proposed in the wake of the former Czechoslovakian and later Czech 
Republic President’s death. A petition of over 80,000 signatures supported the proposal to rename the Prague/Ruzyně civil 
international airport after Mr Havel. The renaming ceremony took place on the 5th of October 2012, on the day Mr Havel would have 
marked his 76th birthday. The IATA airport code has not been changed, leaving the ticketing and boarding pass airport code “PRG” 
which is not in conflict with the airport’s new name. (Václav Havel Airport Prague Website - About us). 

59  European Commission - EU Transport in Figures - Statistical Pocketbook 2015 (p.81). 
60  European Commission - EU Transport in Figures - Statistical Pocketbook 2015 (p.57). 
61  Václav Havel Airport Prague Website - About us. 
62  European Commission - EU Transport in Figures - Statistical Pocketbook 2015 (p.60). 
63  Václav Havel Airport Prague Website - About us. 
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environmental burden. As announced in the 2014-2020 Transport Policy, a network of airports in the Czech 
Republic will be identified with the potential for air cargo development64. 
 
Furthermore, one of the plans to develop the Czech Republic’s air transport infrastructure includes connecting 
TEN-T airports to railway infrastructure, for example: the Václav Havel Airport Prague (both for direct connection 
of long-distance lines and for the connection to the city centre), as well as for the Brno and Ostrava airports65. 
According to the Czech Ministry of Transport, there are free capacities at many regional airports which could be 
used to reduce overload and overcrowding at the main airports and to minimize the impact on the environment. 
Therefore, plans for the development of the rail and road networks will take into account the location of airports, 
to include them in planned local transport networks, thus contributing to the improvement of citizens’ mobility 
and the efficiency of the transport of goods66. 

7. TOURISM 

Tourism’s share of GDP in the Czech Republic has been increasing over the last two years from 2.7% in 2012 to 
2.9% in 2013. The number of people employed in tourism in 2013 was 231,288 and the sector’s share of total 
employment has remained relatively stable at around 4.5% over the past five years67.  
 
The total number of foreign visitor arrivals was 27.8 million in 2015, a new record for the country. More than half 
of those tourists (14.4 million) were same-day visitors, whereas approximately 48% were overnight tourist. 
Despite a sharp decline in the number of tourists from Russia, there has been an increase in the number of 
visitors from the USA and Asian countries. Sporting events in the country have also contributed to the rise in 
tourist figures: in 2015, the Czech Republic was host to the Ice Hockey World Championships, as well as football’s 
UEFA European Under-21 Championship68. 
 
Some 8.1 million non-resident guests stayed in collective tourist accommodation establishments in 2014, up 
from 7.9 million in 2013 (+3.1%)69. In 2014, the monthly distribution of the Czech Republic's accommodation 
statistics shows that the month of August was the most popular with 14.3% of the total nights spent (6.1 million 
nights). However, the seasonal deviation was only 2.2, well below the EU average of 3.4 (please see Table 2).  
 
Table 2: Nights spent at tourist accommodation establishments, 2014 

 
 

Source: European Commission70 
 
The Ministry of Regional Development is responsible for co-ordinating and setting guidelines in the field of 
tourism. The organisation of tourism in the Czech Republic is strongly influenced by the existence and respective 
administrative systems of the 14 self-governing regions in the country. The Czech National Tourism Board, 
“CzechTourism”, is a grant-aided organisation supported by the Ministry of Regional Development whose 
mission is to generate awareness of the Czech Republic as a tourism destination71.  
 
Tourism is an important branch of national economy in the Czech Republic and its contribution to the GDP is 
crucial in many regions. In the period 2014-2020, the Czech Ministry of Transport (in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Regional Development and the regional and local authorities) plans to develop the transport 
                                                           
64  Czech Ministry of Transport - The Transport Policy of the Czech Republic for 2014–2020 with the Prospect of 2050 - June 2013 (p.30). 
65  Czech Ministry of Transport - The Transport Policy of the Czech Republic for 2014–2020 with the Prospect of 2050 - June 2013 (p.54). 
66  Czech Ministry of Transport - The Transport Policy of the Czech Republic for 2014–2020 with the Prospect of 2050 - June 2013 (p.36). 
67  OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) - Country Profiles: Tourism Trends and Policies - Czech Republic - 

2016 (p.149). 
68  Czech Republic Sees Record Number of Tourists in 2015 - Weekly Czech News - www.expats.cz - published 07.03.2016. 
69  OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) - Country Profiles: Tourism Trends and Policies - Czech Republic - 

2016 (p.149). 
70  Eurostat, Statistics explained - Seasonality in the tourist accommodation sector - data extracted in May 2016. (1) Seasonal deviation is 

estimated as the average of the absolute deviations of monthly data points from their mean. 
71  OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) - Country Profiles: Tourism Trends and Policies - Czech Republic - 

2016 (p.149). 
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infrastructure with regard to the needs of the development of tourism (road, rail, air, water and non-motorized 
transport infrastructure). Indeed, tourism depends on good-quality transport access (e.g., congress and fair 
tourism depends on high-quality and rapid long-distance transport such as air and high-speed rail), and the 
transport infrastructure is often a direct tourist destination (i.e. museum railways, passenger waterborne 
transport, bike trails)72. 
 
Furthermore, the National Tourism Policy 2014-20, which was approved in 2013 by the Government, focuses on 
“Destination Czech Republic – number one in the heart of Europe”. Its global objective is to increase the 
competitiveness of the tourism sector at the national and regional levels and maintain its economic performance 
whilst achieving a balance between economic, socio-cultural, environmental and regional development73. 
 
The Czech capital, Prague, is one of the oldest cities in Europe and has a wealth of historic buildings, making it a 
very popular tourist destination. Prague Castle is the largest castle in the world. The Czech hills and mountains 
are popular for skiing, mountain biking and hill walking. Wild boar, foxes and lynx can be spotted in the 
abundant woodlands, along with many species of birds, including white-tailed eagles and pygmy owls. There are 
some 900 natural springs, producing plenty of mineral water74.  
 
There are 12 UNESCO World Heritage sites in the Czech Republic, all of which are cultural heritage sites. The first 
to be recognised in 1992 were the Historic Centre of Český Krumlov, the Historic Centre of Prague and the 
Historic Centre of Telč. In 1994, the Pilgrimage Church of St John of Nepomuk at Zelená Hora joined the list, 
followed by Kutná Hora (Historical Town Centre with the Church of St Barbara and the Cathedral of Our Lady at 
Sedlec) in 1995 and the Lednice-Valtice Cultural Landscape in 1996. In 1998, two more cultural heritage sites 
were recognised: the Gardens and Castle at Kroměříž and the Holašovice Historic Village. This was followed by 
the Litomyšl Castle in 1999, the Holy Trinity Column in Olomouc in 2000, and the Tugendhat Villa in Brno in 2001. 
In 2013, the Czech Republic’s latest edition to the UNESCO World Heritage sites was the Jewish Quarter and St 
Procopius' Basilica in Třebíč75. 
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72  Czech Ministry of Transport - The Transport Policy of the Czech Republic for 2014–2020 with the Prospect of 2050 - June 2013 (p.24). 
73  OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) - Country Profiles: Tourism Trends and Policies - Czech Republic - 

2016 (p.150). 
74  EUROPA - Kids corner - Czech Republic.  
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