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SUMMARY

The European Environment Agency (EEA) is an agency of the European Union; it was
established in 1993 and has its seat in Copenhagen. Its main mission is to provide the
EU with objective, reliable and comparable information on the basis of which to
conduct environment policy, assess environmental impacts and inform the public
about the state of the environment.

The Agency's main clients are the European Commission, the European Parliament
and the Council, as well as its 33 member countries. Its main bodies are the
Management Board, which sets the main course, the Executive Director, who heads
the Agency, and the Scientific Committee, which provides advice. The EEA has a
budget of about €50 million and employs about 200 staff.

The EEA's work is supported by the European Environment Information and
Observation Network (Eionet), which is made up of European topic centres (consortia
of organisations with expertise in a given area) and about 1 500 experts from national
environmental organisations.

The work of the EEA is based on five-yearly multiannual work programmes
implemented through annual work programmes. The Agency's flagship publication is
the report on the state and outlook of the European environment (SOER), which
provides an assessment of the European environment, trends and prospects.

Regular evaluations of the Agency and Eionet are programmed to take place every
five years. The European Commission is currently carrying out a 'fitness check'
evaluation of the two structures, with conclusions expected by the end of 2017.

The European Parliament recognises the role of the EEA as a provider of information
on the environment. It recently issued a series of recommendations regarding, among
other things, transparency, gender balance, indicators and resources.

In this briefing:
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https://www.eionet.europa.eu/
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Background
Resting on Articles 191 to 193 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,
EU environmental legislation covers many areas, including air quality, chemicals, climate
action, nature protection, waste management and water protection. The direction of EU
environment policy is determined by seven-yearly 'environment action programmes'
adopted by the European Parliament and the Council. The 7th Environment Action
Programme covering the 2014 to 2020 period ('Living well, within the limits of our planet')
seeks to address environmental priorities systemically, with the aim of moving towards a
low-carbon, resource-efficient economy, safeguarding biodiversity and protecting human
health. Member States are responsible for financing and implementing environmental
protection measures, although they may receive financial or technical support from the
EU.

Mission and clients
The European Environment Agency (EEA) is an agency of the European Union. Established
in 1993 with its seat in Copenhagen, it began work in earnest in 1994. Its mission, set out
in a 2009 regulation (codifying the original 1990 regulation establishing the Agency), is
not a regulatory one. Rather, it entails providing the Union and member countries with
two deliverables: (1) 'objective, reliable and comparable information' on the basis of
which to conduct environment policy, assess environmental impacts and inform the
public about the state of the environment; and (2) 'technical and scientific support'.
According to its mission statement, the EEA aims 'to support sustainable development
and to help achieve significant and measurable improvement in Europe's environment
through the provision of timely, targeted, relevant and reliable information to policy-
making agents and the
public.'

The Agency's main clients
are the European Union
institutions (in particular
the European
Commission, the
European Parliament and
the Council) and its
member countries. The
Agency currently has
33 member countries
(28 EU Member States,
Iceland, Liechtenstein,
Norway, Switzerland and
Turkey) as well as six
cooperating countries in
the Western Balkans
(Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, former
Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, Kosovo,
Montenegro and Serbia).

Figure 1 – EEA member and cooperating countries

Source: EEA. © European Environment Agency.

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1493802707367&uri=CELEX:32013D1386
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1493802707367&uri=CELEX:32013D1386
http://www.eea.europa.eu/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32009R0401
https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/figures/eea33-coverage-1
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Businesses, academia and civil society organisations are also important users of
information provided by the EEA.

Governance
The EEA Management Board determines the main course taken by the Agency. It is
composed of one representative from each of the 33 member countries, two
representatives from the Commission and two scientific experts designated by the
European Parliament. It elects a bureau and its chair from among its members, and takes
decisions by a two-thirds majority. Among its tasks, the Management Board adopts the
EEA's work programmes, appoints the Executive Director and designates the members of
the Scientific Committee.

The EEA is headed by an Executive Director who is appointed by the Management Board
for a renewable five-year mandate upon a proposal from the Commission. He or she
implements the work programmes and runs the Agency on a daily basis. The current
holder of the position is Hans Bruyninckx, who took office in June 2013.

The EEA Scientific Committee provides the Management Board and the Executive
Director with advice on scientific matters and on the Agency's work programme. It is
composed of 20 scientists, covering a range of environmental topics designated by the
Management Board for a four-year once-renewable term. It
elects its chair from among its members. The chair of the
Scientific Committee sits on the Management Board as an
observer. The opinions and reports drawn up by the
Scientific Committee are made public.

In 2016, the EEA had a budget of €50.4 million, of which
€36.3 million came from a subsidy from the EU budget,
€5.3 million from contributions from non-EU member
countries and €8.8 million from funds earmarked for
specific EU projects.1 The Agency expects that in the coming years, the subsidy from the
EU budget and the contributions from non-EU member countries (together referred to as
the 'core budget') will remain stable while the funds earmarked for specific projects will

almost double to €16-17 million.

At the end of 2015, the EEA employed 207 staff (out of 227 staff authorised under the EU
budget) including temporary agents/officials, contract agents and seconded national
experts (see Figure 2). The Agency is organised around three thematic programmes (air

EEA in figures
Staff (May 2017): 206
Budget (2016): €50.4 million
Member countries: 33
Cooperating countries: 6
Number of reports published in
2016: 51

Figure 2 – EEA budget and staff
Budget sources (2016, € million) Staff by status (2015)

Source: European Environment Agency.
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/about-us/governance/management-board/list-of-management-board-members
https://www.eea.europa.eu/about-us/governance/executive-director
https://www.eea.europa.eu/about-us/governance/scientific-committee/list-of-scientific-commitee-members
https://www.eea.europa.eu/about-us/governance/scientific-committee/sc-opinions
https://www.eea.europa.eu/about-us/governance/scientific-committee/reports
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/programming-document-2017-2019
https://www.eea.europa.eu/about-us/who/organisational-chart
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and climate change; integrated environmental assessments; and natural systems and
sustainability), four cross-thematic services (administration; communications;
partnership and networks; and ICT and data management) and the Executive Director's
office. Staffing levels authorised under the EU budget are to decrease by 10 % between
2014 and 2018 in line with the Commission's staffing policy for decentralised agencies.
Reduction in staffing was at 7 % in 2016, and expected to reach 11.5 % in 2018.
Meanwhile, new tasks have been assigned to the Agency under EU legislation (for
instance on invasive alien species and on Copernicus) or by Commission services (for
instance on fuel quality and the urban environment).

Partners
The European Environment Information and Observation Network (Eionet), also
established by the EEA Regulation mentioned above, is central to the Agency's work of
providing data, information and expertise on the environment in Europe.

Eionet is made up of several partners:

 the European Environment Agency, which coordinates the network;
 European topic centres (ETCs), a consortia of organisations from EEA member

countries with expertise in a specific area. The topic centres are designated by the EEA
Management Board for a period matching the Agency's multiannual work programme
following a competitive selection process and awarded grants to carry out their work.
For the 2014-2018 period there are six ETCs working as extensions of the EEA in
specific areas (see Table 1). Each ETC consists of a lead organisation and partner
organisations from the environmental research and information community;

 national focal points, experts from member countries' national environmental
organisations, acting as the main contacts for the EEA and other Eionet members;

 national resource centres, made up of experts from national environmental
organisations in member countries working with the EEA and relevant ETCs in specific
areas. National resource centres are currently structured around 24 topics.

Table 1 – European topic centres for the 2014-2018 period
Name Topics covered Consortium

Air Pollution and Climate
Change Mitigation
ETC/ACM

air pollution, industrial pollution,
transport, climate change
mitigation, energy, noise

Institute for Public Health and the
Environment (RIVM), Netherlands, and
13 partner organisations

Biological Diversity
ETC/BD

biodiversity, ecosystems,
agriculture, forests

Muséum national d'Histoire naturelle
(MNHN), France, and 12 partner
organisations

Climate Change Impacts,
Vulnerability and Adaptation
ETC/CCA

climate change impacts,
vulnerability and adaptation,
disaster risk prevention

Fondazione Centro Euro-Mediterraneo sui
Cambiamenti Climatici (CMCC), Italy, and
13 partner organisations

Waste and Materials in a
Green Economy
ETC/WMGE

waste management and
prevention, green economy,
material resource efficiency,
circular economy

VITO (Flemish Institute for Technological
Research), Belgium, and 8 partner
organisations

Inland, Coastal and Marine
waters
ETC/ICM

water management, resources
and ecosystem,; marine and
coastal environment

Helmholtz Centre for Environmental
Research (UFZ), Germany, and 17 partner
organisations

Urban, Land and Soil systems
ETC/ULS

soils, land use, urban
sustainability

Environment Agency Austria (EAA), Austria,
and 7 partner organisations

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1494318187461&uri=CELEX:52013DC0519
http://www.copernicus.eu/main/overview
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/about-us/countries-and-eionet/list-of-members-of-the-nfp-eionet-group
http://www.eionet.europa.eu/ldap-roles/?role_id=eionet-nrc
http://acm.eionet.europa.eu/
http://acm.eionet.europa.eu/about_etcacc/organisation/index_html
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/Consortium/consortium
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/Consortium/consortium
http://cca.eionet.europa.eu/
http://cca.eionet.europa.eu/Consortium
http://wmge.eionet.europa.eu/partners
http://wmge.eionet.europa.eu/
http://wmge.eionet.europa.eu/partners
http://icm.eionet.europa.eu/Consortium
http://icm.eionet.europa.eu/
http://icm.eionet.europa.eu/Consortium
http://uls.eionet.europa.eu/
http://uls.eionet.europa.eu/Consortium
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Source: Eionet.

National focal points and national reference centres bring together about 1 500 experts
from 39 countries in up to 400 national environmental organisations.

To support data and information flows, the EEA has established an online reporting
system (Reportnet). The mechanism is also used to gather data for some of the reporting
by the Commission's DG Environment. Eionet has served as a model for the setting up of
wider networks beyond EU level.

The EEA also works with other EU and international organisations to carry out its
mission, for instance Eurostat, the Commission's Joint Research Centre, the Organisation
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the United Nations Environmental
Programme (UNEP), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Health
Organization (WHO).

Output
The work of the EEA is based on five-yearly multiannual work programmes adopted by
the EEA Management Board. The Multiannual Work Programme 2014-2018, which has a
strong focus on societal transition towards sustainability, identifies key goals structured
around four strategic areas:

 informing policy implementation: full implementation of EU environment policy could
deliver substantial benefits for the environment and human health, but also for the
economy.2 In this context, the Agency aims to improve the content, accessibility and
use of information on existing EU policies and their implementation;

 assessing systemic challenges: moving towards the 2050 vision outlined in the
7th Environment Action Programme ('living well, within the planet's ecological limits')
means recalibrating policy and knowledge for a transition to a green economy. In this
context, the Agency aims to assess challenges related to transitions to sustainability
and to highlight opportunities for recalibrating environment policy;

 knowledge co-creation, sharing and use: being 'the authoritative European
environment node and hub' and a key initiator with networks of knowledge co-
creation, sharing and use, such as Eionet;

 EEA management: efficient and effective delivery of the work programme and sound
financial management.

The multiannual work programme is implemented through annual work programmes
adopted by the EEA Management Board. Annual reports describe the work carried out.

Besides directly supporting its main clients on specific tasks, the Agency publishes
reports, data, maps and infographics. In 2016, it published 51 reports. The Agency's
flagship publication is the report on the state and outlook of the European environment
(SOER), which provides an assessment of the state of the European environment, trends
and prospects. Published every five years as prescribed by the EEA Regulation, the last
issue is from 2015.

Evaluations of the Agency
Regular evaluations of the Agency and Eionet are programmed to take place every five
years. The last evaluation, published in 2013 and covering the period from 2008 to 2012,
found that 'the EEA and Eionet are well established and well-functioning structures,
delivering comprehensive and reliable outputs which, to a large extent, satisfy

https://www.eionet.europa.eu/
http://www.eionet.europa.eu/reportnet
http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/multiannual-work-programme-2014-2018
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications
https://www.eea.europa.eu/about-us/documents/annual-reports
https://www.eea.europa.eu/soer
https://www.eea.europa.eu/about-us/governance/eea-evaluations/eea-evaluation-2013
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stakeholders' needs', and that 'the EEA continues to be the most effective and efficient
solution to providing credible information on the state of the European environment.'

A 2015 report by the Commission's internal audit service issued a series of
recommendations, in particular to mitigate possible risks related to data/information
management and IT processes, which the Agency is currently implementing. A 2016
report by the European Court of Auditors on the use of grants in EU agencies highlighted
weaknesses in internal control related to the management of grants by the EEA.

The European Commission is currently carrying out a 'fitness check' evaluation of the
Agency and Eionet on the basis of five criteria (effectiveness, efficiency, relevance,
coherence, and EU added value), in particular in the context of evolving policies and
technologies. Its conclusions are due at the end of 2017.

European Parliament's views
In its decision of 27 April 2017 on the implementation of the EEA budget for 2015,
Parliament recalls that since their creation the Agency and Eionet have been an
information source for the general public and those involved in developing, adopting,
implementing and evaluating EU policies on the environment, climate and sustainable
development. It calls among other things for the Agency to increase its transparency (for
instance regarding CVs and declarations of interest of Management Board members as
well as contacts with lobbyists), to improve the gender balance among senior managers
and to develop impact indicators in order to measure the Agency's effectiveness. It also
calls on the Commission to ensure that potential further cost saving measures do not
hinder the Agency's ability to fulfil its mandate.

Main references
European Environment Agency, Multiannual Work Programme 2014-2018, 2014.

European Environment Agency, Consolidated annual activity report (CAAR) 2015 – EEA Annual
report, 2016.

European Environment Agency, Programming Document 2017-2019, 2016.

Endnotes
1 These include Copernicus, the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI), the Instrument for

Pre-accession Assistance (IPA), and (as of 2017) the European Human Biomonitoring Initiative (HBM4EU).
2 The Commission noted in its 2017 Environmental Implementation Review that full compliance with waste, water

and nature legislation could create 574 000 new jobs, generate €42 billion in additional annual turnover in the
waste management sector and deliver gains in the range of €200-300 billion per year.

Disclaimer and Copyright
The content of this document is the sole responsibility of the author and any opinions expressed therein do
not necessarily represent the official position of the European Parliament. It is addressed to the Members
and staff of the EP for their parliamentary work. Reproduction and translation for non-commercial purposes
are authorised, provided the source is acknowledged and the European Parliament is given prior notice and
sent a copy.

© European Union, 2017.

Photo credits: © European Environment Agency.
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http://epthinktank.eu (blog)

http://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/DocItem.aspx?did=36113
http://ec.europa.eu/smart-regulation/roadmaps/docs/2018_env_002_eea_evaluation_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&language=EN&reference=P8-TA-2017-0166
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/multiannual-work-programme-2014-2018
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/annual-activity-report-2015
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/annual-activity-report-2015
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/programming-document-2017-2019
http://www.copernicus.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/funding/european-neighbourhood-and-partnership-instrument-enpi_en
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/instruments/overview_en
https://www.hbm4eu.eu/the-project/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1493972666323&uri=CELEX:52017DC0063
mailto:eprs@ep.europa.eu
http://www.eprs.ep.parl.union.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank
http://epthinktank.eu/
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