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European Parliament committee responsible: Transport and Tourism (TRAN). 

Elected to the European Parliament in 2019 for the fourth time, Adina-Ioana Vălean sits in the 
European People’s Party (EPP) Group and currently chairs the Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) 
Committee. In the previous term, she was a Vice-President of the Parliament, and then chaired the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) Committee.  

Having entered the Romanian Parliament in 2004, she served for two years, focusing mostly on 
market and labour issues. She joined the EP as an observer in 2006 and became a Member with the 
accession of Romania to the EU in 2007, which makes her one of the Romania’s longest serving MEPs.  

The files she has steered as rapporteur cover subjects such as roaming on mobile telephone 
networks (2009), the Connecting Europe Facility programme, 
which funds infrastructure for transport, energy and digital 
services (2013), and environmental reporting obligations 
(2018). A member of the Delegation for relations with the 
United States, she also worked on the issues of deployment of 
the emergency in-vehicle system (eCall) and support to the EU 
car industry (CARS 2020). 

Born in 1968, Vălean holds a Bachelor’s degree in mathematics, 
has done postgraduate studies in national security and 
defence management, and has a Master's degree in European 
integration and security studies. She taught mathematics 
before becoming a director at the Ministry for Youth and 
Sports. As a social activist, she worked for several foundations 
and associations promoting tolerance, dialogue and a liberal 
economic market. A long-time member of the Romanian 
National Liberal Party (PNL), she was a leading figure in the 
party's youth wing and its committee on business, 
privatisation and competition policy. 

This Briefing has been prepared for the additional Hearings required after the conclusion of the first round 
in October. It is one of a set of Briefings designed to give Members of the European Parliament an 
overview of major issues of interest in the context of the hearings of the Commissioners-designate. The 
full set of Briefings can be found at: https://epthinktank.eu/commissioner_hearings_2019. 

https://epthinktank.eu/commissioner_hearings_2019
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Background 
Essential to ensuring free movement, transport enables people and goods to overcome distances, 
borders and natural barriers. European transport policy, dating back to the Treaty of Rome, 
intensified in the last quarter of the 20th century, with a focus on opening transport markets, setting 
conditions for competition, and addressing the evolving connectivity needs. Transport is an 
important economic factor, for both society and individuals. In the EU-28, transport and storage 
services bring more than €664 billion of gross added value annually. Provided by nearly 1.2 million 
enterprises, these services employ more than 11 million people, about 5 % of the EU's total 
workforce. Households spend around 13 % of their expenses on transport-related items. 

To ensure that transport continues serving the needs of the economy and citizens, the European 
Commission outlined transport policy goals in its 2011 strategy. These were to develop a single 
European transport area, reduce the EU's dependence on imported oil, cut CO2 emissions in 
transport by 60 % by 2050 and modernise the transport system. Translated into 40 action points, the 
strategy targets innovation, infrastructure, the external dimension, and the elimination of the 
remaining internal market barriers. 

The wider policy framework has changed since 2011, most specifically with the Paris Agreement on 
climate change. New technologies, such as digitalisation, and connected and automated mobility, 
can revolutionise transport safety, security, efficiency and emissions, but also transform 
employment in the sector in terms of working conditions and required skills. Collaborative economy 
developments, such as car-sharing, ride-sharing and bike-sharing services are changing user 
behaviour and mobility patterns. 

Recent developments 
While pursuing the 2011 goals, in the 2014-2019 term the Commission strengthened the links 
between EU transport, energy and climate policies with several strategies, notably the 2015 energy 
union strategy and the 2018 strategy for a climate-neutral Europe by 2050, both of which include 
the transport sector. Further, recognising the potential of new technologies, the Commission's 
strategies on cooperative intelligent transport systems (2016) and on connected and automated 
mobility (2017) addressed a range of issues from automation to artificial intelligence, seeking to 
make Europe a world leader in connected and automated mobility. Building on its 2016 strategy on 
low-emission mobility, the Commission put forward three broad sets of legislative and other 
initiatives for a socially fair transition towards safe, clean, competitive and connected mobility (the 
'mobility packages'). In addition, the 2018 action plan on military mobility highlighted the need for 
quality infrastructure to allow for movements of forces under permanent structured cooperation. 

Following a 2015 aviation strategy for Europe, the EU reviewed the basic aviation safety regulation. 
The new version includes the first European Union rules for civil drones, expands the mandate of 
the European Union Aviation Safety Agency and focuses on more efficient use of resources. Another 
set of rules has been adopted to ensure fair competition between EU and third countries’ air carriers, 
empowering the Commission to launch investigations and adopt redressive measures if a practice 
distorting competition has caused injury or poses a clear threat of injury to an EU air carrier. The EU 
also launched negotiations on a series of comprehensive air transport agreements with non-EU 
countries, and bilateral agreements on air safety. Solutions to the problems of fragmented EU 
airspace, distribution of airport slots and air passenger rights have yet to be found, however.  

One milestone for rail transport has been the adoption of the fourth railway package. These six 
legislative acts finalised a series of reforms to modernise the sector and complete a European railway 
area without internal borders, opening up the market for rail passenger transport services. They 
focus on regulatory and operational issues, while ensuring safety and technical compatibility across 
national rail systems. Efforts are ongoing to strike a balance between reinforcing rail passengers' 
rights and reducing the burden on rail companies. 

https://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/statistics/pocketbook-2018_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:52011DC0144
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/energy-strategy-and-energy-union
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/energy-strategy-and-energy-union
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/strategies/2050_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52016DC0766
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52018DC0283
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52018DC0283
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/themes/strategies/news/doc/2016-07-20-decarbonisation/com%282016%29501_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/themes/strategies/news/doc/2016-07-20-decarbonisation/com%282016%29501_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/road/road-initiatives_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1562258986679&uri=CELEX:52018JC0005
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2018/03/06/defence-cooperation-council-adopts-an-implementation-roadmap-for-the-permanent-structured-cooperation-pesco/
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/air/aviation-strategy/index_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2018)630292
https://www.easa.europa.eu/
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/0116(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0186%28COD%29&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0186%28COD%29&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0391%28COD%29&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0072%28COD%29&l=en#tab-0
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_IDA(2016)579088
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2018)621909
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2018)621909
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The maritime sector should be relieved of much red tape once the rules adopted on harmonised 
digital reporting for ships start applying in 2025. The EU has also reviewed its rules on passenger 
ship safety and for the collection of waste from ships in ports. Market access to some port services 
has been opened and the rules for financial transparency of port management clarified. In inland 
navigation, the EU and the Central Commission for the Navigation of the Rhine have agreed on 
common technical requirements for vessels and the recognition of professional qualifications. 

In the area of road transport, the Commission has proposed to change the rules for cabotage 
(domestic transport performed by foreign hauliers) and for access to the profession, to fight unfair 
competition and the practice of letterbox companies. Further, it has sought to improve drivers' 
working conditions, enable the use of new technologies to improve the enforcement of rules, and 
ensure fair competition between national operators and posted drivers. With a view to greening 
road transport, two years after the Dieselgate scandal, the EU tightened the rules on the 
homologation and market surveillance of new motor vehicles, giving the Commission the power to 
impose fines. New cars and vans will have to comply with stricter CO2 emissions limits by 2030, on 
the basis of more reliable vehicle testing standards. For heavy-duty vehicles, the Union has 
introduced the monitoring and reporting of CO2 emissions and fuel consumption, as well as legally 
binding reduction targets for 2030. Road safety should improve through better designed and 
regularly inspected roads, new vehicles equipped with advanced safety systems and trucks with 
more aerodynamic cabins, which also help save fuel. 

Following a review of the guidelines, the development of the trans-European transport 
infrastructure network (TEN-T) has been stepped up, with increased funding sources. The focus is 
on the better use of less-polluting transport modes, such as rail and inland navigation, integration 
of the different networks to enable multimodal solutions and digital connectivity. To prevent 
potential chaos in the event of UK withdrawal from the EU without a deal, legislation has been 
adopted to ensure continuity of service and safety for passengers and freight. 

Priorities and challenges 
Public opinion 

EU citizens responding to a 2014 Eurobarometer survey on quality of transport services took the view that the 
most serious problems affecting roads were congestion and poor maintenance (about 60 % of respondents 
mentioned both). Among measures needed to improve road safety, better road maintenance was mentioned 
first (59 %), followed by zero alcohol tolerance (49 %), and stricter speed limits and controls on the use of 
electronic devices while driving (both 27 %). For all other transport modes, ticket prices were considered by 
far the most serious problem, while for rail the lack of a reliable and punctual service was also important (33 %). 

In her political guidelines, the Commission President-elect, Ursula von der Leyen, has set transport 
on a fast track towards becoming decarbonised and digital. Transport transformation is to be a 
central part of her ‘European Green Deal’ and ‘making Europe fit for the digital age’ priorities.  

The Commissioner-designate should prepare a comprehensive strategy for sustainable and smart 
mobility, focusing on the uptake of sustainable and alternative transport fuels across the sector. She 
is expected to help change the EU rules on energy taxation and bring an end to subsidies to fossil 
fuels. She will have to take steps to mitigate the impact of transport on climate and environment by 
reducing air, water and noise pollution. To cut transport CO2 emissions, she is to strive towards 
bringing the maritime sector under the EU Emissions Trading System and reducing free allowances 
to airlines; a line of action that requires a strong EU leadership in the relevant international forums. 
She should carry on with the modernisation of key transport systems, making the most of connected 
and automated mobility and digital innovation. Moreover, the internal market will have to be 
consolidated, the TEN-T infrastructure completed and missing links filled in. Some sections will need 
to be adapted to improve military mobility across EU territory and some connections extended to 
neighbourhood and Western Balkan countries. In parallel, she needs to ensure that passenger rights 
and high safety standards are respected and transport remains affordable, reliable and accessible. 

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0139(COD)&l=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/maritime/safety-and-environment/safety-passenger-ships_en
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/maritime/safety-and-environment/safety-passenger-ships_en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0139(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0157%28COD%29&l=en
https://www.ccr-zkr.org/10000000-en.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0302%28COD%29&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0050(COD)&l=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/mobility-package-factsheet-i.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2018)614674
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2017)608756
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI%282017%29614596
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0014(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2017/0293(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/0111(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2018/0143(COD),
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0129(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0145(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0130(COD)&l=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32013R1315
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/ten-t_en
https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/connecting-europe-facility/cef-transport
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/search.html?lang=en&text=OJ+L+85+I%2C+27.3.2019&DTS_DOM=PUBLISHED_IN_OJ&type=quick&qid=1562260935474&scope=EURLEX&sortOne=TI_SORT&sortOneOrder=desc&sortOneOrder=desc&FM_CODED=REG
http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/search/transport/surveyKy/2017
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/interim_en#political-guidelines
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/files/president-elect-von-der-leyens-mission-letter-adina-valean_en
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/urban/cpt_en
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/markets-and-consumers/energy-taxation
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/transport/term/term-briefing-2018
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/small-increase-in-eus-total-ghg
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)635609
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European Parliament  
Treaty basis and EP competence 

Article 4(2)(g) and Articles 90 to 100 (Title VI) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) 
cover transport; and Article 4(2)(h) and Articles 170 to 172 (Title XVI) deal with trans-European networks 
(TEN-T). The European Union shares competence with the Member States in the area of transport and TEN-T. 
As the ordinary legislative procedure applies to both fields, Council and Parliament act as co-legislators. 

During the last parliamentary term Parliament sought political compromises on a number of 
complex issues. For instance, to strengthen rail passenger rights, Parliament as co-legislator 
wanted to extend the scope of the draft rules proposed by the Commission, and supported steps in 
favour of people with disabilities and reduced mobility, as well as measures to improve the 
compensation rules for passengers affected by delays.  

Emphasising that the EU needed to cultivate the potential of autonomous vehicles in all modes of 
transport, Parliament urged the Commission to eliminate obstacles to the use of in-vehicle and route 
data and called for a robust regulatory system to ensure data quality to be in place by January 2020. 
It also called for greater research and investment in artificial intelligence, drawing attention to the 
related safety and data privacy issues, ethical implications and respect for fundamental rights. 

Parliament played a key role in negotiating the future Connecting Europe Facility, pushing against 
the proposed decrease in funding for the transport pillar. It asked the Commission to review the 
rules on the deployment of an alternative fuels infrastructure and to formulate efficient 
sustainability criteria, including definite, binding and enforceable targets. 

To tackle mileage fraud ('car clocking') in used cars more effectively, Parliament called on the 
Commission to propose new legislation to prevent odometer tampering. The aim is to restore 
consumers' trust in the used car market, while contributing to road safety. 

FURTHER READING 
Debyser, A, Road safety in the EU, EPRS, European Parliament, February 2019. 
Niestadt, M, Artificial intelligence in transport: Current and future developments, opportunities and 
challenges, EPRS, European Parliament, March 2019. 
Niestadt, M with Bjørnåvold, A, Electric road vehicles in the European Union: Trends, impacts and policies, 
EPRS, European Parliament, April 2019. 
Transport and tourism policy, Fact Sheets on the European Union, European Parliament, 2019. 
Transport in the European Union - Current Trends and Issues, European Commission, March 2019. 
 

DISCLAIMER AND COPYRIGHT 
This document is prepared for, and addressed to, the Members and staff of the European Parliament as 
background material to assist them in their parliamentary work. The content of the document is the sole 
responsibility of its author(s) and any opinions expressed herein should not be taken to represent an official 
position of the Parliament. 

Reproduction and translation for non-commercial purposes are authorised, provided the source is 
acknowledged and the European Parliament is given prior notice and sent a copy. 

© European Union, 2019. 

Photo credits: © European Union, 2019: European Parliament - EP, 2019. 
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www.eprs.ep.parl.union.eu (intranet) 

www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank (internet) 

http://epthinktank.eu (blog)  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12016E/TXT
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/161882/TRAN%20ACTIVITY%20REPORT%202014-2019_19%2003%202019_web.pdf
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/0237(COD)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0005_EN.html?redirect
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0081_EN.html?redirect
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0228(COD)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0438_EN.html?redirect
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/2064(INL)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)635540
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/635609/EPRS_BRI(2019)635609_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/635609/EPRS_BRI(2019)635609_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)637895
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/section/198/transport-and-tourism-policy
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/2019-transport-in-the-eu-current-trends-and-issues.pdf
mailto:eprs@ep.europa.eu
http://www.eprs.ep.parl.union.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank
http://epthinktank.eu/
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