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Coronavirus: From lock-down to  

de-confinement, and beyond 
 
A number of European countries have now started, or will soon start, relaxing the lock-downs put in 
place to slow the spread of the lethal coronavirus. The goal is to begin the process of reviving their 
economies, which have been hit very hard by the crisis, without prompting a further upsurge in the 
pandemic. While still assessing the immediate impacts of the crisis and actively examining various 
‘exit strategies’, analysts are also shifting their focus towards identifying the medium- and long-term 
legacy of the crisis, the likely shape of the ‘world after coronavirus’, and the best policies for the 
future. 
 
This note offers links to recent commentaries and reports from international think tanks on 
coronavirus and related issues. Earlier publications on the topic can be found in the previous edition 
in this series, published by EPRS on 28 April. 
 
Salvaging globalisation 
European Council on Foreign Relations, May 2020 
 
IMF needs new thinking to deal with coronavirus 
Chatham House, May 2020 
 
Coronavirus has shown us a world without traffic. Can we sustain it? 
Brookings Institution, May 2020 
 
Inequality and repression undermine democracy and market economy worldwide 
Bertelsmann Stiftung, April 2020 
 
Covid-19 provides China a historic chance to tilt the world in its favor, but it may not last long 
Atlantic Council, May 2020 
 
The health and economic impacts of Covid-19 interventions 
Rand Corporation, May 2020 
 
Le déconfinement: Quelques enjeux 
Institut français des Relations internationales, April 2020 
 
Where in the world is the EU now? 
Carnegie Europe, April 2020 
 
Saving European defense from the coronavirus pandemic 
Carnegie Europe, April 2020 
 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)649400
https://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_salvaging_globalisation
https://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/imf-needs-new-thinking-deal-coronavirus
https://www.brookings.edu/research/coronavirus-has-shown-us-a-world-without-traffic-can-we-sustain-it/
https://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/en/topics/latest-news/2020/april/inequality-and-repression-undermine-democracy-and-market-economy-worldwide
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/content-series/inflection-points/covid-19-provides-china-a-historic-chance-to-tilt-the-world-in-its-favor-but-it-may-not-last-long/
https://www.rand.org/pubs/tools/TLA173-1/tool.html
https://www.ifri.org/fr/publications/editoriaux-de-lifri/deconfinement-quelques-enjeux
https://carnegieeurope.eu/2020/04/29/where-in-world-is-eu-now-pub-81658
https://carnegieeurope.eu/strategiceurope/81699
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Facts, not words: The EU role in the de-confinement phase 
Bruegel, April 2020 
 
Europe’s hidden weapon in combatting Covid-19: The Single Market 
European Policy Centre, April 2020 
 
Racing against Covid-19: A vaccines strategy for Europe 
Bruegel, April 2020 
 
Can protest movements in the MENA region turn Covid-19 into an opportunity for change? 
Chatham House, April 2020 
 
Covid-19: Le monde d’après est déjà là… 
Institut français des Relations internationales, April 2020 
 
Building a post-pandemic world will not be easy 
Bruegel, April 2020 
 
Covid-19 bends the rules on internal border controls: Yet another crisis undermining the Schengen 
acquis? 
Finnish Institute for International Affairs, April 2020 
 
The Coronavirus pandemic is a defining moment for the EU and its relations with China 
German Marshall Fund, April 2020 
 
The Hong Kong way to combat Covid-19: ‘Take things in our own hands’ 
Heinrich Böll Stiftung, April 2020 
 
Le Covid-19 dans la relation Europe-Chine 
Institut français des Relations internationales, April 2020 
 
The national debt dilemma 
Council on Foreign Relations, April 2020 
 
How is the Coronavirus pandemic changing thinking on security? 
German Marshall Fund, April 2020 
 
Latin America’s Covid-19 moment: Differences and solidarity 
Chatham House, April 2020 
 
La défense française face au Covid-19 : Quels défis par-delà l'horizon? 
Institut français des Relations internationales, April 2020 
 
Les crises du Covid-19 en Afrique australe : Inquiétudes et premières conséquences 
Institut français des Relations internationales, April 2020 
 
What world post-Covid-19? Three scenarios 
Atlantic Council, April 2020 
 
The impact of Covid-19 on emerging markets 
Bruegel, April 2020 
 
 

https://www.bruegel.org/2020/04/facts-not-words-the-eu-role-in-the-de-confinement-phase/
http://epc.eu/en/Publications/Europes-hidden-weapon-in-combatting-COVID-19-The-Single-Market%7E3279e0
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/04/covid-19-vaccines-strategy/
https://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/can-protest-movements-mena-region-turn-covid-19-opportunity-change
https://www.ifri.org/fr/publications/politique-etrangere/articles-de-politique-etrangere/covid-19-monde-dapres-deja-josep
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/04/building-a-post-pandemic-world-will-not-be-easy/
https://www.fiia.fi/en/publication/covid-19-bends-the-rules-on-internal-border-controls
https://www.fiia.fi/en/publication/covid-19-bends-the-rules-on-internal-border-controls
http://www.gmfus.org/blog/2020/04/29/coronavirus-pandemic-defining-moment-eu-and-its-relations-china
https://www.boell.de/en/2020/04/30/hong-kong-way-combat-covid-19-take-things-our-own-hands?dimension1=startseite
https://www.ifri.org/fr/publications/publications-ifri/ouvrages-ifri/covid-19-relation-europe-chine
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/national-debt-dilemma
http://www.gmfus.org/blog/2020/04/24/how-coronavirus-pandemic-changing-thinking-security
https://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/latin-america-s-covid-19-moment-differences-and-solidarity?utm_source=Chatham%20House&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11513525_Media%20diary%201%20May&dm_i=1S3M,6URW5,O7R7QX,RHR1Q,1
https://www.ifri.org/fr/publications/editoriaux-de-lifri/defense-francaise-face-covid-19-defis-dela-lhorizon
https://www.ifri.org/fr/publications/editoriaux-de-lifri/lafrique-questions/crises-covid-19-afrique-australe-inquietudes
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/content-series/shaping-post-covid-world-together/what-world-post-covid-19-three-scenarios/
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/04/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-emerging-markets-with-barry-eichengreen/
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Assessing the early response to Beijing’s pandemic diplomacy 
Council on Foreign Relations, April 2020 
 
How testing can provide a way out of coronavirus shutdowns 
Atlantic Council, April 2020 
 
Society max: How Europe can help Syrians survive Assad and coronavirus 
European Council on Foreign Relations, April 2020 
 
Showing true illiberal colours: Rule of law vs Orbán’s pandemic politics 
Centre for European Policy Studies, April 2020 
 
A Covid-19 moment for technological sovereignty in Europe? 
Istituto Affari Internazionali, April 2020 
 
Covid-19: N’enterrons pas trop vite l’Occident ! 
Institut Montaigne, April 2020 
 
La Russie face à un triple défi : réforme constitutionnelle, chute du prix du pétrole et Covid-19 
Institut français des Relations internationales, April 2020 
 
A global agreement on medical equipment and supplies to fight Covid-19 
European Centre for International Political Economy, April 2020 
 
Covid-19 and Europe-China relations 
Clingendael, April 2020 
 
The revived centrality of the G20 
Bruegel, April 2020 
 
COVID-19 is causing the collapse of oil markets: When will they recover? 
Bruegel, April 2020 
 
The economic impact of Covid-19 on the EU: From the frying pan into the fire 
European Policy Centre, April 2020 
 
Governing in times of social distancing: The effects of Covid-19 on EU decision-making 
European Policy Centre, April 2020 
 
EU trade in medical goods: Why self-sufficiency is the wrong approach 
Bruegel, April 2020 
 
How is EU cooperation on the Covid-19 crisis perceived in member states? 
Centre for European Policy Studies, April 2020 
 
We can afford more stimulus 
Brookings Institution, April 2020 
 
Coronavirus and farmworkers: Is the food supply at risk? 
Council on Foreign Relations, April 2020 
 
Bankruptcy and the coronavirus 
Brookings Institution, April 2020 

https://www.cfr.org/blog/assessing-early-response-beijings-pandemic-diplomacy
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/how-testing-can-provide-a-way-out-of-coronavirus-shutdowns/
https://www.ecfr.eu/publications/summary/society_max_how_europe_can_help_syrians_survive_assad_and_coronavirus
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-publications/showing-true-illiberal-colours/
https://www.iai.it/en/pubblicazioni/covid-19-moment-technological-sovereignty-europe
https://www.institutmontaigne.org/blog/covid-19-nenterrons-pas-trop-vite-loccident
https://www.ifri.org/fr/publications/editoriaux-de-lifri/russie-face-un-triple-defi-reforme-constitutionnelle-chute-prix
https://ecipe.org/blog/global-agreement-medical-supplies?mc_cid=2da4ac3bd0&mc_eid=12135541de
https://www.clingendael.org/publication/covid-19-and-europe-china-relations
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/04/the-revived-centrality-of-the-g20/
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/04/covid-19-is-causing-the-collapse-of-oil-markets-when-will-they-recover/
http://epc.eu/en/publications/The-economic-impact-of-COVID-19-on-the-EU-From-the-frying-pan-into-th%7E31e958
http://epc.eu/en/Publications/Governing-in-times-of-social-distancing-The-effects-of-COVID-19-on-EU%7E31ed40
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/04/eu-trade-in-medical-goods-why-self-sufficiency-is-the-wrong-approach/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-publications/how-is-eu-cooperation-on-the-covid-19-crisis-perceived-in-member-states/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/04/30/we-can-afford-more-stimulus/
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/coronavirus-and-farmworkers-food-supply-risk
https://www.brookings.edu/research/bankruptcy-and-the-coronavirus/
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India: Fighting Coronavirus in an informal economy 
Council on Foreign Relations, April 2020 
 
Will the Coronavirus endanger foreign aid? 
Council on Foreign Relations, April 2020 
 
Coronavirus has exposed the United States’ own political virus 
Atlantic Council, April 2020 
 
Putin’s societal distancing: Prioritizing power in the corona pandemic 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Auswärtige Politik, April 2020. 
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https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/india-fighting-coronavirus-informal-economy
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/coronavirus-endanger-foreign-aid-WHO
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/content-series/beyond-covid-19/coronavirus-has-exposed-the-united-states-own-political-virus/
https://dgap.org/en/research/publications/putins-societal-distancing
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