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Coronavirus: The second wave 
 
A resurgence in the number of coronavirus infections since the summer has evidently turned into a 
second wave of the pandemic, which has now hit many European Union countries. The pandemic is 
putting renewed pressure on European health systems, and authorities are introducing stringent 
but targeted preventive measures in a bid to cushion the negative economic impacts while 
preserving people's health and ensuring hospitals are not once again overwhelmed. An increasing 
number of EU countries are clamping down on travel and imposing strict social distancing measures, 
such as night-time curfews in major cities and limits on social contacts, although most schools and 
businesses remain open throughout Europe. 
 
The International Monetary Fund said in its October World Economic Outlook (WEO) that global 
growth in 2020 is projected at -4.4 per cent owing to the pandemic, a less severe contraction than 
forecast in the June 2020 WEO. The revision reflects better than anticipated second quarter GDP 
outturns – mostly in advanced economies, where activity bounced back sooner than expected 
following the scaling back of national lockdowns in May and June – as well as indications of a 
stronger recovery in the third quarter. 
 
This note offers links to recent commentaries, studies and reports from major international 
think tanks on pandemic related issues. Earlier think tank studies on the issue can be found in the 
'What Think Tanks are Thinking' of 25 September. 
 
The global compact for migration and public health in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic 
Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, September 2020 
 
The European Parliament's involvement in the EU response to the Corona pandemic 
Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, October 2020 
 
Europe and the Covid-19 crisis 
Centre for European Policy Studies, September 2020 
 
Who will really benefit from the Next Generation EU funds? 
Centre for European Policy Studies, October 2020 
 
Measuring price stability in Covid times 
Centre for European Policy Studies, October 2020 
 
In the name of Covid-19 
Centre for European Policy Studies, October 2020 
 
A proposal for a public infrastructure leasing entity for Europe 
Centre for European Policy Studies, October 2020 
 

https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/09/30/world-economic-outlook-october-2020
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)652091
https://www.swp-berlin.org/en/publication/the-global-compact-for-migration-and-public-health-in-the-context-of-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.swp-berlin.org/en/publication/the-european-parliaments-involvement-in-the-eu-response-to-the-corona-pandemic/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-publications/europe-and-the-covid-19-crisis/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-publications/who-will-really-benefit-from-the-next-generation-eu-funds/
https://www.ceps.eu/measuring-price-stability-in-covid-times/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-publications/in-the-name-of-covid-19/
https://www.ceps.eu/a-proposal-for-a-public-infrastructure-leasing-entity-for-europe/
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Covid-19 has democratic lessons to teach. Has Angela Merkel helped Germany to learn them? 
German Marshall Fund, October 2020 
 
Trump infected with corona: What are the consequences for the United States? 
German Marshall Fund, October 2020 
 
The pandemic was supposed to be great for strongmen. What happened? 
European Council on Foreign Relations, September 2020 
 
Europe's double bind 
European Council on Foreign Relations, October 2020 
 
Schengen will survive the pandemic: The single market may not 
Centre for European Reform, October 2020 
 
Taking pandemic preparedness seriously: Lessons from Covid-19 
Council on Foreign Relations, October 2020 
 
What is the world doing to create a Covid-19 vaccine? 
Council on Foreign Relations, October 2020 
 
EU law in the time of Covid-19 
European Policy Centre, September 2020 
 
Covid-19 et immigration: Le grand laisser-faire européen 
Confrontations Europe, September 2020 
 
The Covid crisis, an opportunity for a 'new multilateralism'? 
Confrontations Europe, October 2020 
 
A sectarianised pandemic: Covid-19 in Lebanon 
Istituto Affari Internazionali, October 2020 
 
Covid lies go viral thanks to unchecked social media 
Chatham House, October 2020 
 
Ensuring a greener recovery from the pandemic 
Chatham House, October 2020 
 
Preparing for Covid-20 
European Council for International Political Economy, October 2020 
 
As election day nears, Covid-19 spreads further into red America 
Brookings Institution, October 2020 
 
Lessons learned from Taiwan and South Korea's tech-enabled COVID-19 communications 
Brookings Institution, October 2020 
 
Corporate bond market dysfunction during Covid-19 and lessons from the Fed's response 
Brookings Institution, October 2020  
 
  

https://www.gmfus.org/publications/covid-19-has-democratic-lessons-teach-has-angela-merkel-helped-germany-learn-them
https://www.gmfus.org/commentary/trump-infected-corona-what-are-consequences-united-states
https://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_the_pandemic_was_supposed_to_be_great_for_strongmen._what_happen
https://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_europes_double_bind
https://www.cer.eu/in-the-press/schengen-will-survive-pandemic-single-market-may-not
https://www.cfr.org/blog/taking-pandemic-preparedness-seriously-lessons-covid-19
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-world-doing-create-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.epc.eu/en/publications/EU-law-in-the-time-of-COVID-19%7E367180
http://confrontations.org/glaenderby-agency/covid-19-et-immigration-le-grand-laisser-faire-europeen/
http://confrontations.org/fatimademelaposte-net/the-covid-crisis-an-opportunity-for-a-new-multilateralism/
https://www.iai.it/en/pubblicazioni/sectarianised-pandemic-covid-19-lebanon
https://www.chathamhouse.org/publications/the-world-today/2020-10/covid-lies-go-viral-thanks-unchecked-social-media
https://www.chathamhouse.org/publications/the-world-today/2020-10/ensuring-greener-recovery-pandemic
https://ecipe.org/blog/preparing-for-covid-20/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2020/10/08/as-election-day-nears-covid-19-spreads-further-into-red-america/
https://www.brookings.edu/techstream/lessons-learned-from-taiwan-and-south-koreas-tech-enabled-covid-19-communications/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/corporate-bond-market-dysfunction-during-covid-19-and-lessons-from-the-feds-response/
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What Covid-19 may—or may not—change about swing state politics 
Brookings Institution, October 2020  
 
New poll: More Europeans prioritise the environment than prioritise the Covid-19 economic 
recovery 
Friends of Europe, October 2020 
 
Pandemic is a wake-up call for mental healthcare reform in Europe 
Friends of Europe, October 2020 
 
Covid-19 and Africa's recession: How bad can it get? 
Istituto per gli Studi di Politica Internazionale, October 2020 
 
Changes in adult alcohol use and consequences during the Covid-19 pandemic in the US 
Rand Corporation, September 2020 
 
Managing the challenge of workforce presentism in the Covid-19 crisis 
Rand Corporation, September 2020 
 
How Russia targets U.S. Elections, black workers and Covid-19, TikTok: RAND weekly recap 
Rand Corporation, October 2020 
 
Understanding the Romanian diaspora: Diaspora mobilisation during Covid-19 
Foreign Policy Centre, October 2020 
 
Contre la pandémie et pour le climat: La science et l'innovation 
Institut Jacques Delors, September 2020 
 
Trade in pandemic time 
Institut Jacques Delors, September 2020 
 
The Corona transformation: How the pandemic slows globalization and accelerates digitalization 
Bertelsmann Stiftung, September 2020 
 
Why has Covid-19 hit different European Union economies so differently? 
Bruegel, September 2020 
 
Common eurobonds should become Europe's safe asset: But they don't need to be green 
Bruegel, September 2020 
 
Will European Union countries be able to absorb and spend well the bloc's recovery funding? 
Bruegel, September 2020 
 
Government-guaranteed bank lending six months on 
Bruegel, September 2020 
 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/what-covid-19-may-or-may-not-change-about-swing-state-politics/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/new-poll-more-europeans-prioritise-the-environment-than-prioritise-the-covid-19-economic-recovery/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/new-poll-more-europeans-prioritise-the-environment-than-prioritise-the-covid-19-economic-recovery/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/pandemic-is-a-wake-up-call-for-mental-healthcare-reform-in-europe/
https://www.ispionline.it/en/pubblicazione/covid-19-and-africas-recession-how-bad-can-it-get-27635
https://www.rand.org/pubs/external_publications/EP68312.html
https://www.rand.org/blog/2020/09/managing-the-challenge-of-workforce-presenteeism-in.html
https://www.rand.org/blog/2020/10/weekly-recap-october-02.html
https://fpc.org.uk/understanding-the-romanian-diaspora-diaspora-mobilisation-during-covid-19/
https://institutdelors.eu/publications/science-and-innovation-as-the-way-out-of-the-crisis/
https://institutdelors.eu/publications/trade-in-pandemic-time/
https://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/en/our-projects/global-economic-dynamics/project-news/megatrend-report
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/09/why-has-covid-19-hit-different-european-union-economies-so-differently/
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/09/publish-on-monday-common-eurobonds-should-become-europes-safe-asset-but-they-dont-need-to-be-green/
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/09/will-european-union-countries-be-able-to-absorb-and-spend-well-the-blocs-recovery-funding/
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/09/government-guaranteed-bank-lending-six-months-on/
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