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SUMMARY 
The European Committee of the Regions (CoR or 'the Committee') is one of two European Union 
(EU) advisory bodies, the other being the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC). The CoR 
was established by the 1992 Treaty of Maastricht, following a period when regional and local 
interests had been demanding greater involvement in the European decision-making process. The 
CoR was set up as an advisory body of the Council and the European Commission, made up of local 
and regional representatives, independent in the performance of their duties.  

With the various Treaty changes, the CoR has managed to consolidate its position in the EU 
landscape, although some of its longstanding ambitions have yet to materialise – such as its 
recognition as a fully fledged EU institution with co-decision power over certain territorial matters. 
In particular, in addition to other reforms, the Treaties have increased the number of policy areas 
where the Council and the Commission (and since 1999, the European Parliament as well) have an 
obligation to consult the CoR during the legislative process, also affirming its budgetary and 
administrative autonomy. Significantly, the Lisbon Treaty gave the CoR the right to bring 
proceedings before the EU Court of Justice for infringement of the principle of subsidiarity in the 
fields of mandatory consultation or in the event of a breach of CoR prerogatives. 

Despite obvious progress over the years in terms of expanding its competences and adapting its 
way of work, views are divided over the CoR's influence in the EU decision-making process. Its 
opinions are not binding and other factors limit its impact on legislation and policy, particularly 
when compared with the co-legislators, Parliament and Council. Nevertheless, as the main point of 
confluence for subnational interests at EU level, the CoR is far from irrelevant. 

This briefing looks at the evolution and organisation of the European Committee of the Regions and 
describes its advisory work and its other activities, beyond the formal role assigned it by the Treaties. 
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Evolution 
Context and origins 
The European Committee of the Regions (CoR) is an advisory body of the European Union, alongside 
the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC). It was established by the 1992 Maastricht 
Treaty, 35 years after the EESC, in a context marked by the growing importance of the local and 
regional dimensions at European level. In the 1970s, decentralisation in some Member States (e.g. 
Belgium and Italy) had increased the power of some regions, while regions themselves began 
embracing the view that they should be represented at European level. In 1975, the Conference of 
Local and Regional Authorities of Europe was set up under the auspices of the Council of Europe. 

Also in 1975, with the creation of the European Regional Development Fund, the European Union 
(then the European Economic Community, EEC) began focusing on the regional dimension. 
However, rather than political actors, regions were viewed as economic units important for 
distributing European funds. The European Commission envisaged consulting regions and 
municipalities only a decade later with the emergence of the single market project and the aim to 
secure social cohesion across the EEC, in particular with regional policy reform and the creation in 
1988 of the structural funds. That year, the Commission established a consultative council of local 
and regional authorities, which functioned for six years. The direct predecessor of the CoR, the 
council had limited competences: it had no formal role in decision-making and provided opinions 
only at the Commission's request. Nevertheless, the Commission did support the creation of the CoR 
as a representative body of the regions and cities with a formal consultative role, to reduce the 
Commission's democratic deficit and to implement the single market project. In this sense, the 
concept of multi-level governance and the principle of subsidiarity came to be closely associated 
with a committee of the regions that would provide the link between the EU and its citizens and as 
a result reduce the Union's democratic deficit and build a 'Europe of the regions'. 

The European Parliament had also long advocated the creation of a consultative body of local and 
regional interests. The concept of a 'senate of the regions' emerged, with local and regional 
authorities seen as political actors involved in the European integration process. Several Parliament 
resolutions, including a Community Charter for Regionalisation, therefore argued in favour of 
regions participating in the decision-making process of the EEC. The same argument was made by 
Member States where regions had legislative powers (e.g. Germany, Spain and Belgium). 

Against this backdrop, the intergovernmental conference preceding the Maastricht Treaty analysed 
a variety of proposals on the status and competences of the future committee. Whereas, the 
Commission envisaged that the future committee would remain its advisory body, some Member 
States whose regions had legislative powers wanted an independent body, with real co-decision 
power. Some proposed a bicameral system or European senate, where the Member States and the 
committee of the regions would be on an equal footing. Parliament argued for an advisory body 
comprising both regional and local elected representatives, to be consulted on measures having a 
regional impact but that could also put forward proposals on its own-initiative. Other proposals 
were intended to subordinate the committee of the regions to the existing EESC. 

The Treaty of Maastricht (Articles 198a to c) entered in force on 1 November 1993. It established the 
Committee of the Regions as an advisory body to the Council and the Commission, made up of both 
regional and local representatives, who are independent in the performance of their duties. CoR 
members were not required to hold elected office. The Council appoints the 189 members and an 
equal number of alternate members unanimously on proposals from the Member States, for a four-
year term. The CoR may adopt its own rules of procedure, but with the Council's subsequent 
approval. The Commission or Council are required to consult the CoR in the areas of economic and 
social cohesion, public health, trans-European networks in transport, energy and 
telecommunications infrastructure, education, youth and culture. The CoR may be consulted in any 
other areas and may issue opinions on its own initiative. Furthermore, Protocol 16 of the Maastricht 

https://cor.europa.eu/en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/659284/EPRS_BRI(2020)659284_EN.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/The%20History%20of%20the%20Committee%20of%20the%20Regions/4166_Book_Histoire_25_ans_Comite_EN.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/The%20History%20of%20the%20Committee%20of%20the%20Regions/4166_Book_Histoire_25_ans_Comite_EN.pdf
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/origins-and-history
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/origins-and-history
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/The%20History%20of%20the%20Committee%20of%20the%20Regions/4166_Book_Histoire_25_ans_Comite_EN.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/what/history/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2016/580913/EPRS_IDA%282016%29580913_EN.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/Towards%20a%20European%20Senate%20of%20the%20Regions/2276%20president%20report%20-%2050%20recommendations%20EN%20BAT.pdf
http://aei.pitt.edu/1758/1/ep_resolution_regional_11_88.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:11992M/TXT
https://www.cvce.eu/content/publication/2002/4/9/2c2f2b85-14bb-4488-9ded-13f3cd04de05/publishable_en.pdf#page=146
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Treaty provides for a common organisational structure for the CoR and the EESC, although the two 
remain independent. The CoR began work in March 1994.  

Successive Treaty reforms and CoR powers  
For its establishment, the CoR had to tackle some outstanding issues. First, the matter of its 
members' democratic legitimacy: although the Maastricht Treaty did not require them to have an 
electoral mandate, in the first CoR term most members did hold elected office. A second issue was 
the balance between regional and local authorities, as Member States had different territorial 
arrangements, some giving preference to the representation of their regions, others lacking a 
regional level. The first rules of procedure drafted by the CoR Bureau and adopted by Council in May 
1994 ruled out dividing the CoR into two chambers, adopting the principle of a single chamber 
gathering both local and regional authorities. There was also the question of maintaining a balance 
in the leadership structures as regarded political affiliation, nationality and type of authority 
(local/regional) represented. In addition, a choice had to be made to organise the CoR along national 
lines or in political groups. The political groups at the CoR were constituted in December 1994 (four 
groups with similar names to those in Parliament), but the debate over their role within the CoR 
continued afterwards. Gradually, the political groups strengthened their position – starting with the 
creation in 2000 of the Conference of Presidents (see below) – and today they are a key element of 
the CoR. Finally, negotiations between the CoR and the EESC were necessary to define the 
administrative and budgetary arrangements regarding their common organisational structure. A 
provisional agreement on resource sharing for the joint administrative services was reached in 1994, 
but was soon called into question, as the CoR started to request administrative and budgetary 
autonomy. Autonomy was only one of the political objectives sought by the CoR through Treaty 
reform in order to strengthen its position. The others were: to become an EU institution or even a 
second chamber/senate; to define the principle of subsidiarity so as to account for the contribution 
of the local and regional authorities; and to initiate actions before the EU Court of Justice (CJEU) for 
infringement of the subsidiarity principle. 

The Treaty of Amsterdam (entry into force – 1 May 1999) introduced a series of institutional reforms 
(including a protocol on application of the subsidiarity principle), to prepare for future enlargement 
to the central and eastern European states. The Treaty removed the condition that the Council 
approve the CoR's rules of procedure and repealed the protocol on the common organisational 
structure, establishing the CoR's administrative and budgetary autonomy, although some services 
would still be shared with the EESC on the basis of cooperation agreements. The Treaty gave 
Parliament the prerogative to consult the CoR directly (which it did for the first time in 2002) and 
increased the number of policy areas under mandatory consultation to include transport, 
employment, vocational training, social policy and the environment.  

The Treaty of Nice (entry into force – 1 February 2003) met the longstanding CoR demand that its 
members 'hold a regional or local authority electoral mandate or be politically accountable to an 
elected assembly'. It also set the maximum number of CoR members at 350 and removed the 
unanimity requirement in Council in favour of qualified majority for adopting the list of members.  

The CoR also took part1 in the Convention on a draft constitution for Europe, launched in early 2002. 
In this context, the CoR's demands included recognition as an EU institution; extension of the 
mandatory areas of consultation; the right to initiate proceedings before the CJEU regarding the 
subsidiarity principle; the right to address oral and written questions to the European Commission; 
and co-decision rights in some areas, such as cross-border cooperation. The draft constitution 
included the right for the CoR to initiate action before the Court for non-respect of the subsidiarity 
principle (Article III-270) and gave it a role in the subsidiarity procedure. 

The Lisbon Treaty (entry into force – 1 December 2009) upheld the changes of the failed constitution 
as regarded the CoR. The Treaty brought a new definition of the subsidiarity principle (Article 5 TEU), 
whereby local and regional level action would preclude EU action. The CoR obtained the right to 
bring proceedings before the CJEU for infringement of the principle of subsidiarity in the fields of 

https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/The%20History%20of%20the%20Committee%20of%20the%20Regions/4166_Book_Histoire_25_ans_Comite_EN.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:11997E/TXT
https://webapi2016.cor.europa.eu/v1/documents/cdr466-2001_fin_ac_en.doc/content
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/milestones-in-the-history-of-CoR/milestones-in-the-history_English.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:C2002/325/01&from=EN
http://european-convention.europa.eu/EN/praesidium/praesidium2352.html?lang=EN
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/milestones-in-the-history-of-CoR/milestones-in-the-history_English.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52003XX0718(01)&from=EN#page=95
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:12007L/TXT
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Documents/Our-work/lisbon-treaty.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12016M005
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/milestones-in-the-history-of-CoR/milestones-in-the-history_English.pdf
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mandatory consultation or in the event of a breach of its prerogatives (Article 263 TFEU).2 Protocol 2 
annexed to the TFEU introduced a system for monitoring respect for the subsidiarity and 
proportionality principles. The CoR's term was aligned with that of the European Parliament (five 
years instead of four) and mandatory consultation of the CoR extended to new policy areas, e.g. 
energy and climate change. Territorial cohesion became an EU objective alongside economic and 
social cohesion, recognising the CoR's role in consulting local and regional authorities at the early 
stages of the legislative process. The CoR subsequently stepped up its contacts with the 
Commission, and also with Parliament and the EESC, on the basis of cooperation agreements.3 
Although not formalised, relations with the Council also evolved. 

In 2015, the Committee of the Regions was renamed the European Committee of the Regions and, 
for the first time, its political programme was set for the full five-year term, in step with the 
Commission and the European Parliament. 

Members  
The European Committee of the Regions is composed of a maximum of 350 members (Article 305 
TFEU). They are representatives of regional and local bodies, they hold an electoral mandate or are 
politically accountable to an elected assembly and their mandate is renewable. CoR members are 
not bound by any mandatory instructions and 'shall be completely independent in the performance 
of their duties, in the Union's general interest' (Article 300 TFEU). Their function is incompatible with 
that of Member of the European Parliament. According to the seats allocated, each Member State 
proposes a list of members and an equal number of alternate members (who replace members if 
unable to attend). The Council adopts the list of members and alternates, who are appointed for five 
years or until the electoral mandate they hold in the Member State ends. In the latter case, the 
mandate of CoR members terminates automatically and they are replaced for the rest of the term, 
following the same procedure (i.e. based on a new Council decision).  

Table 1 – CoR seats in the previous and current term 

CoR seats 2015-2020 EU Member State CoR seats 2020-2025 EU Member State  

24 Germany, France, Italy, UK 24 Germany, France, Italy 

21 Poland, Spain 21 Poland, Spain 

15 Romania 15 Romania 

12 

Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechia, 
Greece, Hungary, 
Netherlands, Austria, 
Portugal, Sweden 

12 

Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechia, 
Greece, Hungary, 
Netherlands, Austria, 
Portugal, Sweden 

9 Denmark, Ireland, Croatia, 
Lithuania, Slovakia, Finland 9 Denmark, Ireland, Croatia, 

Lithuania, Slovakia, Finland 

7 Latvia, Slovenia 7 Estonia, Latvia, Slovenia 

6 Estonia 6 Cyprus, Luxembourg 

5 Cyprus, Malta, Luxembourg 5 Malta 

Total 350 Total 329 

Source: Council Decision 2014/930/EU; Council Decision (EU) 2019/852. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12016E263
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12016E/PRO/02
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12016M003
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12016E305
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12016E305
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12016E300
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32014Q0305(01)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32014D0930
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019D0852


Understanding the European Committee of the Regions 

5 

Since the Lisbon Treaty (Article 300(5) TFEU), the Council has decided on the CoR's composition, 
acting unanimously on a European Commission proposal (previously, the national allocation of 
seats was laid down in the Treaties). For the 2015-2020 term, Council Decision 2014/930/EU 
established the composition of the CoR, after a brief period where its membership reached 353, with 
Croatia's accession to the EU in July 2013. The decision brought the number of CoR members back 
to 350, including 9 seats allocated to Croatia; to achieve that, Estonia, Cyprus and Luxembourg each 
lost one seat. The decision was to be revised before the 2020-2025 term. In light of the mandated 
revision and the United Kingdom's withdrawal from the EU, in July 2018, the CoR Bureau issued 
recommendations to the Commission and the Council: of the 24 seats becoming vacant after the 
United Kingdom's withdrawal, Estonia, Cyprus and Luxembourg would each regain their lost seat 
and the remaining 21 seats would be kept available for future enlargements. On the basis of a 
Commission proposal, Council adopted Decision (EU) 2019/852 in May 2019, applying as of 
26 January 2020. As the United Kingdom withdrew on 1 February 2020, for a few days the allocation 
of seats for the 2015-2020 term applied, before being readjusted in accordance with the Council 
Decision. A series of Council decisions were adopted for the appointment of CoR members as 
Member States sent their nomination lists at different times.4 The inaugural plenary session for the 
2020-2025 mandate took place from 11 to 13 February 2020, on which occasion the CoR's organs 
were re-established and the new leadership elected. 

Organisation  
The CoR's Rules of Procedure (2014) establish its constituent bodies (plenary assembly, president, 
Bureau, Conference of Presidents and commissions) and the procedures for their election. Other 
structures have formed over time, such as the interregional groups and the networks and platforms 
that facilitate consultation and information exchange with regional and local authorities. Members 
are organised in national delegations and political groups.  

The CoR budget for 2020 amounted to €101.5 million, while in 2021 an increase to €106.7 million is 
expected. In December 2019, there were 575 staff working for the CoR. The CoR shares its premises 
in Brussels and some translation, infrastructure, logistics and IT staff with the EESC. 

National delegations and political groups 
The rules of procedure mention the balanced contribution made by the national delegations and 
the political groups to the CoR's work. A national delegation is made up of members and alternates 
of the same Member State; it adopts its own rules of procedure and elects a chair. National 
delegations benefit from administrative assistance from the CoR secretariat, regarding access to 
documents in the members' official language and use of the CoR's facilities, etc. National delegations 
are also assisted by national coordinators who are not part of the CoR secretariat. 

As mentioned above, the organisation of the CoR into political groups was not a given initially. In 
February 2020, there were six political groups at the CoR: European People's Party (EPP) 
(123 members, 110 alternates); Party of European Socialists (PES) (189 members, 84 alternates); 
Renew Europe (52 members, 45 alternates); European Conservatives and Reformists Group (ECR) 
(25 members, 20 alternates); European Alliance (EA) (15 members, 14 alternates) and The Greens 
(13 members, 11 alternates). There are also 29 non-attached members and alternates. To be created, 
a political group must include at least 18 members/alternates, half of whom at least must be 
members, representing at least one fifth of the Member States (Rule 9(2)). Political groups establish 
their internal rules. Each political group is assisted by a secretariat formed of CoR staff. Non-attached 
members also benefit from administrative support. Moreover, the CoR allocates budgetary 
resources to political groups for their activities. Since 2004, CoR members have been seated in 
plenary according to political affiliation and not as national delegations. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12016E300
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32014D0930
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2012.112.01.0006.01.ENG
https://webapi2016.cor.europa.eu/v1/documents/cor-2018-01703-00-01-pv-tra-en.docx/content
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52018PC0782
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019D0852
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/12/10/committee-of-the-regions-council-appoints-members-for-the-2020-2025-term/#:%7E:text=10%3A30-,Committee%20of%20the%20Regions%3A%20Council%20appoints%20members%20for%20the%202020,2020%20to%2025%20January%202025.
https://cor.europa.eu/en/events/Pages/138th-cor-plenary-session.aspx
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32014Q0305(01)
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/Interregional-groups.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/networks.aspx
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/budget/data/LBL/2021/en/SEC07.pdf#page=6
https://cor.europa.eu/en/about/secretary-general/Documents/AAR-2019-plus-annexes-final.pdf#page=98
https://memberspage.cor.europa.eu/#/?mandate=both&language=en&politicalgroup=0&v=1613575718635
http://epp.cor.europa.eu/
https://www.pescor.eu/
https://reneweurope-cor.eu/
http://web.cor.europa.eu/ecr
http://www.ea.cor.europa.eu/
https://web.cor.europa.eu/greens/
https://memberspage.cor.europa.eu/#/?mandate=both&language=en&politicalgroup=2020110&v=1613575750650
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/The%20History%20of%20the%20Committee%20of%20the%20Regions/4166_Book_Histoire_25_ans_Comite_EN.pdf


EPRS | European Parliamentary Research Service 

6 

The plenary assembly 
The Committee meets as a plenary assembly. Its tasks are to: adopt opinions, reports and resolutions; 
adopt the Committee's political programme at the beginning of each term, as well as budget 
estimates; elect the president, first-vice-president and the rest of the Bureau members; set up 
commissions; adopt and revise the CoR's rules of procedure; and decide, by a majority of votes cast, 
on whether to bring an action or an application to intervene before the CJEU (Rule 13). The president 
convenes the plenary at least once every three months; he/she may also convene an extraordinary 
plenary meeting on a specific topic, if at least one quarter of its members requests it. The assembly 
decides by a majority of votes cast, unless the rules specify otherwise. The quorum is set at half of the 
Committee's members. All votes are valid, if verification of the quorum is not requested. 

The president and the Bureau 
Article 306 TFEU states that the Committee elects its chair and officers from among its members for 
a term of two and a half years. In practice, the two largest groups, the EPP and PES, have held the 
presidency of the Committee alternately. The role of the president is significant, as he or she directs 
the Committee's work and represents it externally. The president may be represented by the first 
vice-president, or one of the other vice-presidents if the former is unable to be present. 

The Bureau is composed of the president; the first vice-president; one vice-president per Member 
State; 26 other members and the political group chairs. Seats on the Bureau (except the president, 
the first vice-president and the political group chairs) are allocated among the national delegations 
as follows: three seats each for Germany, Spain, France, Italy and Poland; two seats each for Belgium, 
Bulgaria, Czechia, Denmark, Ireland, Greece, Croatia, Lithuania, Hungary, the Netherlands, Austria, 
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Finland and Sweden; one seat each for Estonia, Cyprus, Latvia, 
Luxembourg, Malta and Slovenia. The Bureau's tasks include: 

 establishing and monitoring implementation of the Committee's political programme; 
 organising and coordinating the work of the plenary and the commissions; 
 adopting the annual work programme of the commissions; 
 taking responsibility for administrative, financial and organisational matters regarding 

the members and alternates and the organisation of the Committee; 
 submitting budget draft estimates to the plenary;  
 establishing working groups of the Bureau or Committee members (up to 12); 
 recruiting staff, including the secretary-general of the CoR; 
 deciding on the rules regarding the membership and the working methods of working 

groups, joint committees with EU applicant countries and other political bodies; 
 deciding on whether to bring proceedings before the CJEU when the plenary assembly 

is not able to take a decision within the deadline, by a majority of votes cast. The 
president then brings the action before the CJEU, but submits it to the following plenary 
for confirmation; if the action is denied, the president will withdraw it; 

 promoting the Committee's opinions, reports and resolutions. 

Currently, the president of the CoR is Apostolos Tzitzikostas (Greece, EPP) and the first vice-president 
is Vasco Alves Cordeiro (Portugal, PES). In the current term, the CoR's political priorities are: 
1) 'Bringing Europe closer to people: Democracy and the future of the EU'; 2) 'Managing 
fundamental societal transformations: Building resilient regional and local communities'; and 
3) 'Cohesion, our fundamental value: Place-based EU policies'.  

The Conference of Presidents (CoP) 
Established only in September 2000, the Conference of Presidents has become the main forum for 
establishing the Committee's policy directions. The political groups have grown so much stronger 
relative to the national delegations that most CoR functions are now organised on a party-political 
as opposed to a territorial basis. However, it was only in 2014, with the adoption of the revised rules 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32014Q0305(01)
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/plenaries
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014Q0305(01)&from=EN#page=7
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014Q0305(01)&from=EN#page=6
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12016E306
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/The%20History%20of%20the%20Committee%20of%20the%20Regions/4166_Book_Histoire_25_ans_Comite_EN.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/The%20History%20of%20the%20Committee%20of%20the%20Regions/4166_Book_Histoire_25_ans_Comite_EN.pdf#page=244
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/Bureau.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Documents/Bureau/Members-Bureau.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014Q0305(01)&from=EN#page=11
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/Bringing%20Europe%20closer%20to%20people%20-%20The%20political%20priorities%20of%20the%20European%20Committee%20of%20the%20Regions%202020-2025/4325%20Political%20Priorities%20Brochure.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/The%20History%20of%20the%20Committee%20of%20the%20Regions/4166_Book_Histoire_25_ans_Comite_EN.pdf
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/europarl/reader.action?docID=5720610&ppg=92


Understanding the European Committee of the Regions 

7 

of procedure, that the CoP was formalised. It brings together the president of the CoR, the first vice-
president and the political group presidents and seeks to debate and find political consensus on 
decisions to be taken by the CoR's other constituent bodies.  

The commissions 
When the CoR was established, there were eight permanent commissions and four sub-
commissions. Since then, the commissions' remit, functioning and composition has been revised 
several times with growing involvement of the political groups. Although the principle of fair 
national representation remains (i.e. the commissions' composition must reflect the national 
composition of the CoR), the political groups decide on the allocation of opinions to rapporteurs 
and guide their members through voting lists ahead of commission and plenary votes (in the same 
way as the European Parliament). The commissions are set up or reconfirmed at the beginning of 
each five-year term by the plenary assembly on a proposal of the Bureau. The Bureau also approves 
the commissions' work programmes. CoR members must belong at least to one commission but no 
more than two, with exceptions for members belonging to national delegations with fewer 
members than the number of commissions. For the current term, the already existing six 
commissions were reconfirmed with revised and strengthened remits, taking into account the 
evaluation and recommendations of the outgoing Bureau: 

 Commission for Citizenship, Governance, Institutional and External Affairs (CIVEX)   
 Commission for Territorial Cohesion Policy and EU Budget (COTER) 
 Commission for Economic Policy (ECON)  
 Commission for the Environment, Climate change and Energy (ENVE) 
 Commission for Natural Resources (NAT)  
 Commission for Social Policy, Education, Employment, Research and Culture (SEDEC) 

The CoR has tried to enhance the commissions' compatibility with European Commission portfolios, 
and with European Parliament committees and Council bodies, in order to consolidate its position 
in the inter-institutional framework, implement its political priorities, and reflect the EU's strategic 
agenda for 2019-2024 and the Commission's political guidelines. More specifically, in the new term, 
the CIVEX commission is focusing more on the future of Europe and the better law-making agenda, 
while maintaining its external relations competencies. In addition to their existing priorities, the NAT 
and ENVE commissions are addressing the Commission's European Green Deal priority. The ECON 
commission has strengthened its focus on issues such as the sustainable development goals (SDGs) 
and Digital Europe. The SEDEC commission, meanwhile, is focusing on implementation of the 
European Pillar of Social Rights and investment in human capital. 

Other structures 
Interregional groups 
Since 2007, interregional groups have supplemented the work of the commissions. These are 
voluntary associations of members and alternates aiming to exchange information and expertise on 
issues likely to promote cooperation between local and regional authorities in the Member States. 
The Bureau must approve the creation of such groups and they have to fulfil certain conditions (a 
minimum of 10 full CoR members, including at least four national delegations or a group of regions 
representing a cross-border cooperation project) and bring added value to the Committee's work. 
However, an interregional group is not a CoR body and cannot take positions on its behalf. To date, 
17 groups have been established, with seven still active: Baltic Sea Regions; Brexit; Carpathians; 
Cross-border Cooperation; Future of the Automotive Industry; Health; and Insular Regions.  

Enlargement bodies / joint consultative committees 
Very early on, the CoR established external relations, not least in the context of EU enlargement 
policy. In 1998, it established a liaison group for relations with central and eastern European 

https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/The%20History%20of%20the%20Committee%20of%20the%20Regions/4166_Book_Histoire_25_ans_Comite_EN.pdf
https://webapi2016.cor.europa.eu/v1/documents/cor-2020-00202-16-03-nb-tra-en.docx/content
https://webapi2016.cor.europa.eu/v1/documents/cor-2019-05750-04-04-nb-tra-en.docx/content
https://webapi2016.cor.europa.eu/v1/documents/cor-2019-02518-07-01-nb-tra-en.docx/content
https://webapi2016.cor.europa.eu/v1/documents/cor-2019-03331-06-03-nb-tra-en.docx/content
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/civex.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/coter.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/econ.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/enve.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/nat.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/sedec.aspx
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/eu-strategic-agenda-2019-2024/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/political-guidelines-next-commission_en_0.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/The%20History%20of%20the%20Committee%20of%20the%20Regions/4166_Book_Histoire_25_ans_Comite_EN.pdf
https://webapi2016.cor.europa.eu/v1/documents/cor-2020-00202-06-04-nb-tra-en.docx/content
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/Interregional-groups.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/The%20History%20of%20the%20Committee%20of%20the%20Regions/4166_Book_Histoire_25_ans_Comite_EN.pdf
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countries and Cyprus. It also set up joint consultative committees (JCCs) with candidate countries. 
A JCC, which includes local and regional authorities of the applicant countries, appointed by their 
governments, and is co-chaired by the CoR and the applicant country, adopts recommendations 
and reports focused on the areas relevant to local/regional authorities in the enlargement process. 
In addition, the CoR has focused on developing relations with the Mediterranean region. Still in the 
context of EU accession policy, the CoR set up working groups with Turkey, Croatia and the western 
Balkan countries. To strengthen the regional dimension of European neighbourhood policy (ENP), 
the CoR set up two bodies: the Euro-Mediterranean Regional and Local Assembly (ARLEM) in 2010 
and the Conference for Regional and Local Authorities for the Eastern Partnership (CORLEAP) in 
2011. There are currently JCCs with: North Macedonia (11 members, 11 alternates), Montenegro 
(8 members, 8 alternates) and Serbia (7 members, 7 alternates). The working groups on the western 
Balkans and on Turkey have 12 members and one observer (from the Greens group) each and the 
same number of alternates. The ENP bodies, ARLEM and CORLEAP, are also continuing their work in 
the current mandate, with 37 CoR members in ARLEM including 7 members on the bureau and 
18 CoR members in CORLEAP, including 6 members on the bureau. 

Working groups 
The Green Deal Going Local working group, chaired by the ENVE president and composed of 
12 members and one observer from the Greens group (and an equal number of alternates) from all 
six commissions, is a new initiative aiming to put regions and cities at the core of the EU's Green 
Deal. A CoR – United Kingdom Contact Group, with 12 CoR members and one observer (Greens), 
aims to ensure continuity of political dialogue with local and regional representatives from the UK. 
The Political Monitoring Group (6 CoR members and 6 EESC members) secured political supervision 
of the CoR-EESC administrative agreement until 31 December 2020, when the agreement was set to 
expire. As the agreement was extended to allow negotiations on a new one, the Commission for 
Financial and Administrative Affairs (see below) took over political monitoring during this period. 
The CoR-Commission Broadband Platform launched in 2017 continues its work in the current 
mandate with 12 CoR members and a co-chair (the CoR president or first vice-president).  

CoR commissions may also set up working groups, with the approval of the Bureau, including 
members from other commissions (Rule 62 of the Rules of Procedure). 

The Commission for Financial and Administrative Affairs 
The CoR's Rules of Procedure (Rule 40) provide for a Commission for Financial and Administrative 
Affairs (CFAA), responsible for advising and adopting the CoR budget estimates; drawing up 
implementing provisions in the financial, organisational and administrative areas for the Bureau's 
approval; evaluating the implementation of the budget; and other administrative procedures. A 
Bureau member chairs the CFAA and represents the CoR in talks with the EU budget authorities. The 
CFAA is supported by an audit committee, an oversight body advising on the CoR's management 
and control system, based on internal and external audit information. It also monitors the work of 
the CoR's internal auditor. The committee has no management powers and reports regularly to the 
CFAA, whose chair is also the chair of the audit committee. The audit committee meets twice a year 
alongside CFAA meetings and its activities are confidential. Each political group has a representative 
on the committee, which also includes an external expert.  

Networks and platforms 
The CoR has reinforced cooperation and consultation with associations of cities and regions and 
with local and regional representatives in part by establishing networks and platforms. These are 
designed to promote an exchange of information; empower local and regional authorities to be 
active in monitoring subsidiarity and providing input to EU legislation and strategies; and provide 
feedback on the implementation of EU laws at local and regional levels; etc. Currently, the CoR is 
active on the following networks and platforms: the European Groupings of Territorial Cooperation 
(EGTC) Platform; the Network of Regional Hubs (RegHub) – pilot project; the CoR Monitoring 

https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/ARLEM.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/CORLEAP.aspx
https://webapi2016.cor.europa.eu/v1/documents/cor-2020-01633-00-00-nb-tra-en.docx/content
https://web.cor.europa.eu/greens/about
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Documents/ARLEM/Members%20lists/ARLEM%20Members%20-%20full%20list.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Documents/ARLEM/Members%20lists/ARLEM%20Members%20-%20Bureau%20list.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/Pages/green-deal.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/news/Pages/European-Committee-of-the-Regions-launches-UK-Contact-Group.aspx
https://webapi2016.cor.europa.eu/v1/documents/cor-2020-01633-00-00-nb-tra-en.docx/content
https://webapi2016.cor.europa.eu/v1/documents/cor-2020-02390-09-00-nb-tra-en.docx/content
https://cor.europa.eu/en/events/Pages/cor-re-launches-cor-ec-broadband-platform.aspx
https://webapi2016.cor.europa.eu/v1/documents/cor-2020-01633-00-00-nb-tra-en.docx/content
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32014Q0305(01)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32014Q0305(01)
https://webapi2016.cor.europa.eu/v1/documents/cor-2020-02390-08-00-nb-tra-en.docx/content
https://webapi2016.cor.europa.eu/v1/documents/cor-2020-01633-04-00-nb-tra-en.docx/content
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/networks.aspx
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Platform; the high-level multi-stakeholder platform on the implementation of the SDGs; the 
Subsidiarity Monitoring Network; the European Portal of Decentralised Cooperation for 
Development; the Covenant of Mayors; and Cities and Regions for Integration. 

Advisory role 
In order to fulfil the advisory role assigned by 
the EU Treaties, the CoR issues opinions. These 
may be requested by another EU institution or 
adopted by the Committee on its own 
initiative. The opinions referred to the CoR by 
the European Commission, Council or the 
European Parliament may be classified as 
mandatory (there is a Treaty obligation to 
consult the CoR in the legislative process) or 
optional, or own-initiative (no obligation 
exists).  

The CoR is also informed when the EU 
institutions request an opinion from the EESC, so that it may adopt an opinion on the same issue if 
it believes regional interests are involved (Article 307 TFEU). The CoR can adopt resolutions on any 
issues that are EU-related, deal with important concerns of regional and local authorities and are of 
topical interest. In 2020 and 2021, the CoR adopted resolutions on the European Commission's work 
programme for 2021, on the review of the MFF, on the sustainable Europe investment plan, and on 
the conference on the future of Europe. 

The CoR's enhanced role that has resulted from various Treaty changes, has led to new working 
methods. For example, as regards subsidiarity, the Subsidiarity Monitoring Network (which includes 
parliaments and governments of regions with legislative powers and local and regional authorities 
without legislative powers, but is also open to CoR national delegations and chambers of national 
parliaments) aims to exchange information on proposals that could affect regional and local 
authorities. Since its creation in 2007, it has assessed legislative files and other political initiatives 
early on for any impact on subsidiarity. The Subsidiarity Steering Group (SSG) at the CoR, supported 
by a Subsidiarity Expert Group, ensures the coordination of and political follow-up to subsidiarity 
monitoring activities. Since 2010, the CoR has issued annual subsidiarity reports summarising 
activities aimed at implementing the annual subsidiarity work programme and describing the 
impact of the monitoring exercise. Moreover, since 2014, the rules of procedure have contained an 
obligation to include in opinions on legislative proposals an assessment of the initiative in question 
with regard to the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality, not just a simple reference to them. 
In February 2018, in its resolution on the proposal to change the Common Provisions Regulation to 
support structural reforms, the CoR threatened for the first time to use its right to bring a case before 
the CJEU on the basis that a proposed EU law would not comply with the principle of subsidiarity 
(leading to the withdrawal of the proposal by the Commission). 

In 2009, following its previous work on multilevel governance and better law making, the CoR 
introduced impact assessments to ensure follow up in the legislative process and to contribute to 
the Commission's impact assessments. Territorial impact assessments analyse the potential 
territorial impact of EU legislative and policy proposals and are for the use of CoR rapporteurs. 
Finally, since the Lisbon Treaty, the CoR has presented its key opinions in the form of amendments 
to Commission proposals, so that the co-legislators can take them directly into account.   

Adopting opinions and resolutions 
The number of CoR opinions (all types) varies every year, between 40 and 80, the majority of these 
being own-initiative opinions. 

Areas where CoR consultation is mandatory 

Economic, social and territorial cohesion 
Trans-European networks  
Transport, telecommunications and energy 
Employment  
Social policy  
Public health  
Education and youth 
Culture  
Environment and climate change  
Vocational training 

Source: Committee of the Regions. 

https://dmsearch.cor.europa.eu/search/opinion?k=(adoptiondate%3e=2020/1/1)%20%20(dossiername:RESOL-VII)&lang=EN
https://webapi2016.cor.europa.eu/v1/documents/cor-2020-02639-00-00-res-tra-en.docx/content
https://portal.cor.europa.eu/subsidiarity/thesmn/Pages/default.aspx
https://portal.cor.europa.eu/subsidiarity/whatis/Pages/Subsidiarity-monitoring-at-the-CoR.aspx
https://portal.cor.europa.eu/subsidiarity/Publications/Pages/Publicationsandstudies-.aspx
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2018.176.01.0005.01.ENG
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Documents/Opinions/3976-Impact-report-2018-full-version.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/file-jd-amendments-to-common-provision-regulation
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/The%20History%20of%20the%20Committee%20of%20the%20Regions/4166_Book_Histoire_25_ans_Comite_EN.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/Territorial-Impact-Assessment.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Documents/Our-work/lisbon-treaty.pdf
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Just like the EESC, in order to 
have an impact on the 
legislative and policy process, 
the CoR must deliver its 
opinions as early as possible. 
Article 307 TFEU states that, in 
case of a request for an opinion, 
the requesting institution may 
set a time limit of no less than 
one month for its delivery by the 
CoR. After the expiry of the 
deadline, the absence of an 
opinion does not prevent 
further action from the 
institutions, an expression of the 
non-binding nature of the CoR 
opinions.  

The president of the CoR assigns the documents received from the institutions to the commission 
concerned. The commissions adopt the draft opinions, which are then submitted to the plenary 
assembly for final adoption. If the commission is not able to draft the opinion within the time limit, 
the plenary assembly may appoint a rapporteur-general, who will submit the draft opinion to it 
directly. The opinions set out the CoR's views and recommendations on the issue. Opinions on 
legislative proposals regarding issues outside the EU's exclusive competences must include an 
assessment of the proposals' compliance with the subsidiarity and proportionality principles; other 
opinions may include references to the application of the two principles. As mentioned above, CoR 
opinions on legislative acts should include recommendations for amendments to the European 
Commission text. There are also procedures for urgent opinions and simplified procedures for 
opinions adopted unanimously by the commission in charge. When a request for an opinion is 
referred to it (as a mandatory consultation or in other cases), the commission in charge may decline 
to issue the opinion if it considers it not relevant to regional or local interests or of little political 
importance. A refusal may also occur when the referral is politically important, but another opinion 
is not necessary due to other priorities or to relevant opinions having been adopted in the recent 
past. A commission may also request the Bureau's permission to draw up a revised opinion on a 
same subject if justified by interinstitutional developments in the legislative process.  

Requests for own-initiative opinions (other than those based on a communication, report or 
legislative proposal from another EU institution or on a request from the current or upcoming 
presidency of the Council) must be submitted to the Bureau for approval (Rule 44). Applications may 
be made by three Bureau members, by a commission through its chair or by 32 CoR members. The 
Bureau approves requests by three quarters of votes cast. Requests to draft resolutions or draft 
resolutions may be submitted to the Bureau by 32 CoR members or by a political group. The Bureau 
may decide to put the request on the plenary agenda. 

Figure 2 – How CoR opinions are put together 

 
Source: What is the European Committee of the Regions, CoR, July 2020. 

The secretary-general submits an annual report on the impact of opinions to the plenary assembly. 
In accordance with the cooperation protocol, the European Commission gives the CoR follow-up on 

Figure 1 – Number of CoR opinions in selected years 

 
Sources: CoR annual subsidiarity reports and annual impact reports; 
B. Wassenberg, The History of the Committee of the Regions, 2020. 
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014Q0305(01)&from=EN#page=14
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014Q0305(01)&from=EN#page=14
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/What%20is%20the%20European%20Committee%20of%20the%20Regions/4342%20what%20is%20CoR%202xA4%20EN%20BaT.pdf
https://webapi2016.cor.europa.eu/v1/documents/cor-2020-02390-03-00-nb-ref-en.docx/content
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2012:102:0006:0010:EN:PDF
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/Opinions.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/The%20History%20of%20the%20Committee%20of%20the%20Regions/4166_Book_Histoire_25_ans_Comite_EN.pdf
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its opinions 'with substantive replies, setting out the reasons how the comments contained in the 
Committee opinion have been taken into account'. The CoR's opinions and resolutions are 
published in the Official Journal of the EU. 

Influence 
As is the case for the EESC, there are not many detailed assessments of the CoR's influence over the 
EU decision-making process and legislation. During the CoR's first mandate (1994-1998), some 
experts pointed to the Committee's limited consultative powers (lack of formal veto power) and an 
initial tendency to adopt opinions on too many topics, as well as limited independent resources. On 
the other hand, they recognised that the creation of the CoR amounted to a breakthrough in 
representing subnational interests at EU level in the legislative process. Others have pointed to the 
Committee's heterogeneity (i.e. representing both regional and local interests), which has not 
however prevented the CoR from presenting a cohesive body vis-à-vis the EU institutions. 
As regards the Committee's effectiveness, views are divided. Some quantitative analyses and case 
studies show that 'the extent, as well as the importance of changes induced by the two consultative 
committees is rather limited'. Limitations relate to timing (the European Commission refers 
legislative proposals to the CoR at the same time as to the European Parliament and Council); the 
major workload owing to the great number of policy areas covered; and the search for consensus in 
most cases. Whereas the CoR's key opinions now contain proposals for legislative amendments and 
the CoR has improved the monitoring of the impact of its opinions, its progress towards achieving 
more influence remains erratic according to some authors. Moreover, the CoR has not yet used its 
new power to bring a case on subsidiarity before the CJEU, despite threatening to in 2018. 
Experts conclude nevertheless that the CoR is not irrelevant, even if its influence on the final policy 
outcome is less than that of the co-legislators. They believe that the advisory bodies' influence 
increases if their recommendations are issued early in the process and if they can provide additional 
expertise or new ideas and in some cases increased legitimacy. Moreover, the CoR, being an official EU 
body, enjoys significant access to the EU institutions and, through established cooperation with them, 
benefits from coordination and information sharing. In addition, the influence of the CoR in the EU-
decision-making process goes beyond its formal competences to include attempts to shape policy 
through other initiatives, such as organising events or launching policy campaigns (see below). For 
most commentators, the CoR has become the main hub for the aggregation of subnational interests 
and their translation into political input at EU level. Studies conclude that the Committee's impact is 
higher when it combines its work on legislation with other activities to ensure its opinions have a high 
profile. Nevertheless, many of the CoR's longstanding aspirations remain distant prospects, such as 
that of becoming a fully-fledged EU institution in the form of a third legislative chamber / senate with 
consent power over territorial cohesion matters, or the right to take part in trilogues between the 
European Commission, Council and the European Parliament on priority issues. 

Other CoR activities  
The CoR explored various avenues to contribute to the development of EU policies, to increase its 
visibility and enhance its credibility at EU level, alongside its advisory work. In 2003, promoting its 
identity as the EU body that would provide an answer to the European Union's democratic deficit, the 
CoR organised its first 'Open Days', a networking platform for the Brussels representations of several 
cities and regions. The Open Days have evolved into a key annual event held jointly with the European 
Commission and bringing together thousands of participants (EU institutions, experts and 
practitioners and other stakeholders) to discuss EU regional and cohesion policy. More recently some 
Open Days events have taken place in the partner regions and cities. The 2009 Open Days saw the 
launch of the European Entrepreneurial Region award to reward EU regions with an innovative 
entrepreneurial policy strategy. In 2016, the Open Days was renamed European Week of Regions and 
Cities. Another notable biannual event is the European Summit of Regions and Cities, where elected 
representatives from regional and local authorities discuss the main challenges facing the EU. 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/659284/EPRS_BRI(2020)659284_EN.pdf
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/europarl/reader.action?docID=1099320&ppg=175
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/europarl/reader.action?docID=1099320&ppg=164
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/europarl/reader.action?docID=5720610&ppg=88
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/europarl/reader.action?docID=2136121&ppg=185
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/europarl/reader.action?docID=5720610&ppg=99
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/europarl/reader.action?docID=5720610&ppg=100
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/europarl/reader.action?docID=2136121&ppg=175
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/europarl/reader.action?docID=5720610&ppg=102
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/The%20History%20of%20the%20Committee%20of%20the%20Regions/4166_Book_Histoire_25_ans_Comite_EN.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/Towards%20a%20European%20Senate%20of%20the%20Regions/2276%20president%20report%20-%2050%20recommendations%20EN%20BAT.pdf
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/europarl/reader.action?docID=4652283&ppg=190
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/Pages/european-entrepreneurial-region.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/events/Pages/European-week-of-regions-and-cities-EWRC.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/events/Pages/European-week-of-regions-and-cities-EWRC.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/events/Pages/summits.aspx
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Since its creation, the CoR has taken many other initiatives to promote dialogue with local and 
regional authorities in Europe and beyond. Networks and monitoring platforms have been set up to 
cover various topics (e.g. subsidiarity, the Lisbon strategy/Europe 2020, climate change and the 
European Groupings of Territorial Cooperation). In 2009, the EuroPCom (European Public 
Communication Conference) event was launched to communicate more effectively with citizens; an 
annual conference and networking event for communication experts from local, regional, national 
and European authorities, and other stakeholders. More recent initiatives include the Cohesion 
Alliance initiative in the field of cohesion policy, launched in 2017. Also in October 2020, the CoR 
launched its first EU Annual Regional and Local Barometer, a report on the state of the regions and 
cities of the EU (focused on the impact of the coronavirus pandemic). The report was also an 
opportunity to reiterate the Committee's top priority for the current mandate, namely to bring 
Europe closer to its people, in the context of the future of Europe debate. In addition to its ambition 
to play a key role in the conference on the future of Europe, the CoR is supporting local events aimed 
at gathering citizens' views on shaping the European Union's future. 
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ENDNOTES 
 
 
1  Three representatives from the Economic and Social Committee, six representatives from the Committee of the 

Regions, three representatives of the social partners, and the European Ombudsman were invited to attend as 
observers. 

2  Rule 58 of the CoR's Rules of Procedure states that the president of the CoR or the commission responsible for drawing 
up the draft opinion may propose (by simple majority after verification of the quorum) to bring an action or application 
to intervene before the CJEU for infringement of the subsidiarity principle by a legislative act under mandatory 
consultation. The proposal is sent to the plenary assembly or the Bureau (if the assembly cannot decide by the 
deadline). Rule 59 contains the same procedure if the EU institutions fail to carry out the obligatory consultation of the 
CoR. 

3  In force today: Protocol of Cooperation between the European Commission and the CoR, 16 February 2012 replacing 
previous agreements of 2005 and 2001; Cooperation Agreement between the EESC and the CoR, January 2016; 
Cooperation Agreement between the European Parliament, the EESC and the CoR, signed on 5 February 2014. 

4  e.g. Council decision (EU) 2019/2157 of 10 December 2019 appointing as of 26 January 2020 the members whose 
names were communicated by 15 November 2019; Council decision (EU) 2020/766 of 8 June 2020 appointing the 
members of the three countries getting an extra seat after the United Kingdom departure from the EU and applying 
retroactively as of 1 February 2020. 
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