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ABSTRACT 
Each year, millions of live animals are transported by road, sea, rail and air within, and to or from, the 
European Union, for a number of reasons, such as slaughter, fattening or breeding. To protect their 
welfare during those journeys, the EU adopted Regulation 1/2005 on the protection of animals 
during transport. An evaluation of the regulation showed that, when correctly implemented and 
enforced, it had a positive impact on the welfare of animals. However, in some areas weaknesses still 
persist, largely due to insufficient implementation. In light of these conclusions, and bearing in mind 
its 2012-2015 animal welfare strategy, the European Commission developed guidelines for handling 
animals during transport, to be disseminated and used for training of transport personnel and 
enforcement agents. Despite these measures, however, in recent years, repeated breaches of the 
rules, resulting in accidents and severe animal welfare crises, have been highlighted by EU and 
national control bodies and by animal welfare organisations. 

On 19 June 2020, the European Parliament set up the Committee of Inquiry on the Protection of 
Animals during Transport (ANIT). The work of the committee focussed on investigating how EU rules 
are being implemented by Member States and enforced by the European Commission. It held public 
hearings with the participation of stakeholders, representatives of national authorities, and experts. 
Insight from these debates fed into the committee's report and recommendations to the Council 
and the Commission. 

This briefing is one of four requested by the ANIT Committee to provide research and analysis 
following the results of a questionnaire sent out by the Committee to Member States. It focuses on 
one of the topics investigated by the Committee, namely the use and dissemination in Member 
States of guidelines on the protection of animals during transport. It also gives an overview of 
available species-specific research on the welfare of animals during transport.  
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Background 
In 2019, over 1.6 billion live animals (ovines, bovines, poultry and pigs) were transported across the 
EU and beyond its borders. Conditions during these journeys vary, depending on many factors, 
including the size of the consignment, the means of transport (road, rail, sea, air), the design and 
equipment of the vehicle; the time of year (temperature), and especially the duration (journeys to 
third countries can sometimes last days). The specifics of the species concerned must also be 
considered: certain animals, such as unweaned or pregnant ones, are particularly vulnerable. With 
insufficient attention and care, the transport of animals, especially over long distances, can cause 
serious welfare concerns. Evidence, such as scientific opinions issued by the European Food Safety 
Authority (EFSA), shows that animals transported live are exposed to stress at loading and 
unloading, and can suffer hunger, thirst, exhaustion and lack of space and rest during transit. 

The EU has laws in place to protect animal welfare during transport. Regulation 1/2005 on the 
protection of animals during transport, which entered into force in January 2007, applies to all live 
vertebrate animals transported in connection with an economic activity within, to and from the EU. 
The regulation lays down conditions and requirements for transport (stocking densities, rest periods 
etc.), as well as measures to be applied to ensure compliance: inspection and approval of means of 
transport; transport authorisations; checks by competent authorities before long journeys and at 
any stage of a long journey; training of staff for competent authorities; training and certificates of 
competence for transporters and personnel of assembly centres; checks at exit points and border 
inspection posts; inspections and annual reports by competent authorities; infringement measures 
and penalties. 

Implementation of Regulation 1/2005 
An assessment of the impact of the regulation and of its implementation was undertaken by the 
Commission in 2011 (see report and study). It concluded that it had beneficial impacts on the welfare 
of animals during transport; although there was room for improvement. That the enforcement of 
the regulation remained a major challenge, partly because of differences in interpretation of the 
requirements by Member States, was noted. The report stressed that poor compliance with the rules 
and lack of enforcement can have severe negative impact on animal welfare, taking note of available 
information showing some recurring examples, such as: transport of unfit animals; overstocking of 
vehicles; vehicles of inappropriate internal height; animals not receiving enough water and animals 
being transported for longer than the maximum allowed travelling time. 

Similar observations were put forward by the European Court of Auditors (ECA) in its 2018 special 
report on the implementation of animal welfare legislation. Regarding animal welfare during 
transport, it concluded that weaknesses persisted in some areas (in particular compliance with rules 
on long distance transport and the transport of unfit animals).  

The EPRS study 'European Implementation Assessment of Regulation 1/2005' published in 2018, 
drew similar conclusions, namely that the overall implementation of the regulation has improved, 
however, a number of issues remain to be solved, including improving the impact of training, 
education and certification. 

In the 2012-2015 EU animal welfare strategy, adopted in February 2012, the European Commission 
announced a list of actions to be carried out, among them producing guidelines on the protection 
of animals during transport. The 'Animal Transport Guides' project was concluded in 2019. 

Despite the measures undertaken, significant problems causing suffering to animals during 
transport still occur, as reported by NGOs and mass media. The Commission has conducted several 
audits in this area in recent years, revealing animal welfare problems and low levels of compliance. 
In 2020, in the Farm to Fork strategy, it the Commission announced its intention to revise EU animal 
welfare legislation, including on animal transport, to align it with the latest scientific evidence, 
broaden its scope, make it easier to enforce and ensure a higher level of animal welfare. 

https://www.eurogroupforanimals.org/sites/eurogroup/files/2021-01/2020_01_27_efa_transport_white_paper_0.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/1966
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32005R0001
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32005R0001
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52011DC0700
https://library.wur.nl/WebQuery/wurpubs/fulltext/184459
https://www.eca.europa.eu/Lists/ECADocuments/SR18_31/SR_ANIMAL_WELFARE_EN.pdf
https://www.eca.europa.eu/Lists/ECADocuments/SR18_31/SR_ANIMAL_WELFARE_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/621853/EPRS_STU(2018)621853_EN.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52012DC0006R(01)
http://www.animaltransportguides.eu/
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/our-campaigns/other-campaigns/investigations/transport-investigations/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/oct/28/exclusive-livestock-ships-twice-as-likely-to-be-lost-as-cargo-vessels
https://ec.europa.eu/food/audits-analysis/news_detail.cfm?id=124
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0381
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European Parliament position 
The European Parliament has expressed serious concern for animal welfare in general and for the 
welfare of animals during transport in particular. In 2012, it adopted a resolution on the protection 
of animals during transport. In another resolution, on the implementation of Regulation 1/2005 
(2019), Parliament acknowledged the progress made, but expressed concerns over reported 
breaches of the rules. It called on the Commission to disseminate and promote best practices for the 
Member States regarding the transport of livestock among all actors. 

On 19 June 2020, Members approved the setting up of the Committee of inquiry on the protection 
of animals during transport (ANIT). The committee was tasked with the investigation of alleged 
violations in the application of EU law in relation to the implementation by Member States and 
enforcement by the Commission of Regulation 1/2005.  

Among other issues, the committee investigated the use and dissemination in Member States of 
guidelines on the protection of animals during transport and their effect on compliance with the 
rules. To this end, the committee launched a questionnaire directed at Member States in which they 
were asked to provide information on: 

 whether guidelines are available in the country, and for which species or category of 
animal (e.g. according to age, reproductive state); 

 how the guidelines are disseminated and used; 
 whether it can be shown that the guidelines have had a positive impact on 

compliance rates. 
By the end of June 2021, eight Member States had replied to the questionnaire (Austria, Belgium, 
Bulgaria, Finland, Germany, Netherlands, Portugal and Sweden), which represents slightly below 
30 % of EU Member States. Although this sample does not cover all EU Member States and does not 
give sufficient information to present a comprehensive overview, nor to draw conclusions on 
prevailing tendencies, the findings from the survey can nonetheless provide input for Members in 
their consideration of the committee's report. 

Guidelines for the welfare of animals during transport 
One of the actions announced in the 2012-2015 animal welfare strategy was the development and 
dissemination of guidelines on the welfare of animals in transport. In 2015, the European 
Commission's Directorate-General for Health and Food Safety (DG SANTE) launched the 'animal 
transport guides' project, carried out by a consortium of research institutes from 10 countries and 
stakeholder organisations, including input from EU agrifood, veterinary, road transport and animal 
welfare stakeholder groups. The aim was to develop and disseminate guides to good and best 
practices for the transportation of the main livestock species. In February 2019, the work was 
completed, resulting in the publication of: 

 5 extensive 'Guides to Good Practices'; 
 5 educational videos for best transport practices; 
 17 factsheets focusing on topics deserving special attention (such as the most 

critical aspects of the journey or the most vulnerable categories of animals) and 
presenting practical information in a short format. 

The target audience for the guides are transport organisers, competent authorities and policy-
makers. The target audience for the fact sheets are farmers, drivers, local veterinarians and abattoir 
staff. The publications are available in several languages. 

Earlier, the EFSA report on the project to develop animal welfare risk assessment guidelines on 
transport (2009) extended the available knowledge on transport conditions, including the 
physiological and behavioural needs of transported animals and welfare standards for food 
producing animals (cattle, pigs, poultry, horses, sheep, goats and fish, as well as minor commercial 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-7-2012-0499_EN.html?redirect
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0132_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0163_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/anit/about
http://www.animaltransportguides.eu/
http://www.animaltransportguides.eu/
http://www.animaltransportguides.eu/materials/
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2009.EN-21
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species such as deer or rabbits). In 2011, EFSA's Panel on Animal Health and Welfare (AHAW) 
provided the European Commission with a scientific opinion concerning the welfare of animals 
during transport, outlining a set of recommendations for horses, pigs, sheep, goats, cattle, poultry 
and rabbits. 

The Commission's establishment of the EU Platform on Animal Welfare, in 2017, with its thematic 
sub-group on animal transport, resulted in the development of recommendations on exports of 
cattle; factsheets on extreme temperatures for the transport of cattle, horses, pigs, poultry and 
sheep; as well as guidelines for water quality and handling of fish. 

The EPRS study 'European Implementation Assessment of Regulation 1/2005' provides an overview 
of recommendations found in the literature on the fitness for transport of five main livestock species: 
cattle, horses, pigs, sheep and poultry. 

Guidelines used by Member States: Findings from the survey 
In the questionnaire sent out by the ANIT committee, 
Member States were asked whether there were 
guidelines on the welfare of animals during transport 
available in their country, how they were disseminated 
and used, and whether they have had a positive impact 
on the rates of compliance with the rules on animal 
welfare in transport (see box). 

All eight Member States that replied to the questionnaire 
have guidelines on the welfare of animals during 
transport. Most mentioned that they use the EU guides, 
some also have their own handbooks. The guidelines are 
usually available on the websites of the competent 
authorities, on internal portals, and are distributed during meetings with transporters. Responses 
varied regarding the positive impact on the rates of compliance. Three Member States indicated an 
improvement in this area.  

In terms of individual responses from Member States, the following points can be noted: 

Austria: The animal transport guides are used as guidelines and recommendations for the 
competent authority and all stakeholders. They are available on the homepage of the competent 
authority. It was noted that the EU guides contain applicable regulations under Austrian and 
international law in a clear and easily understandable form. Thanks to the interpretation aid in these 
manuals, fewer inquiries were made to the Federal Ministry. The response indicated that the 
recommendations had a positive effect on the compliance rate during animal transport controls. 

Belgium: The competent authority uses the EU guidelines on fitness for transport of bovines, pigs 
and horses. They are available on their website. The response indicated that there was no apparent 
positive impact of the guidelines on compliance rates. 

Bulgaria: Guidelines are available on the website of the competent authority. Every year, the 
competent authority organises meetings with transport companies, where all new documents and 
guidelines, standard operating procedures, etc., are distributed. The response indicated that the 
guidelines had a positive impact on compliance rates. 

Finland: The EU guidelines are available. Finland organised training for authorities and operators 
and published a booklet about legal demands for commercial animal transport. All the guidelines 
are available to the authorities on the internet. EU guidelines are also distributed to farmers and 
transport operators. Regarding the impact on compliance rates, the respondents pointed out that 
there were few problems, as following the guidelines is a priority among operators. 

Question: 

Are there guidelines available in your 
country? For which species or category of 
animal (e.g. according to age, 
reproductive state)? 

How are they disseminated and used? 

Can you show that the guidelines have 
had a positive impact on compliance 
rates? 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2011.1966
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/animal-welfare/eu-platform-animal-welfare_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/animal-welfare/eu-platform-animal-welfare/thematic-sub-groups/animal-transport_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/welfare/eu-platform-animal-welfare/platform_conclusions_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2020-11/aw_platform_plat-conc_guide_farmed-fish.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/621853/EPRS_STU(2018)621853_EN.pdf#page=109
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/621853/EPRS_STU(2018)621853_EN.pdf#page=109
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Germany: The EU guidelines and fact sheets were particularly highlighted, as well as a German 
handbook which contains, among other things, detailed explanations on the assessment of fitness 
for transport. These documents are available on the internet, as well as to the competent veterinary 
authorities via internal databases. The response indicated that it was not possible to show a positive 
impact of the guidelines on compliance rates, as objective data is not available at national level. 

Netherlands: The competent authority uses the EU guidelines to assess fitness for transport of 
animals, in particular for pigs, adult bovine animals and equidae (horses, ponies, donkeys and their 
hybrids). The guidelines are available to official veterinarians and inspectors as annexes to their work 
instructions on an intranet site. They have been presented and discussed at meetings. In addition, 
they are used to evaluate real life cases, to achieve a harmonised assessment of fitness for transport. 
As the guidelines have only recently been added to the work instructions of the competent 
authority, the impact is not yet clear. However, the respondent indicated that the guidelines turned 
out to be easy to use and helpful during the meetings. 

Portugal: Guidelines are used, but the response did not specify which ones. They are disseminated 
through the internet, awareness-raising and training sessions, and directly to the recipients. The 
respondent indicated that an improvement in animal transport and vehicle conditions has been 
observed. 

Sweden: There are guidelines on bovine, ovine, caprine, poultry and porcine species, both for 
transporters and for the control authorities. The guidelines for transporters are available on a 
website run by the professional board of transporters and distributed to organisations that transport 
animals. The Swedish Board of Agriculture provide information on the legislation and guidelines on 
their website. No studies have investigated the exact effect of the guidelines; the respondents point 
out that it might be difficult to separate the effect of the guidelines from the training that 
transporters undergo. 

Species-specific research on the welfare of animals during 
transport 
The main species transported in connection with economic activity in and outside the EU are pigs, 
cattle, sheep, goats, horses and poultry, as well as fish and rabbits. Each animal species has its 
specific physiology and behaviour, therefore their welfare needs in transport are different. Certain 
categories of animals, such as young calves, lactating cows, unweaned animals and pregnant 
females, are particularly vulnerable and have higher welfare needs. The transport of fish is only to a 
certain extent comparable to the transport of terrestrial animals; here, specific factors and needs 
also have to be taken into account. 

The different stages of the transport process also require a species-specific approach. While the 
journey generally causes stress for the animals, particular risk factors include, for example, the 
phases of the loading and unloading. Correct care of the animals at these points requires 
knowledge, inter alia, about their behaviour patterns. During the journey, conditions on board the 
vehicle, such as space allowance, bedding, or equipment for watering, must be appropriate for the 
species concerned. High temperatures and long journeys are particular risk factors. 

Sources of species-specific research on the welfare of animals during transport are summarised in 
Table 1. 

  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/646170/EPRS_ATA(2020)646170_EN.pdf
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Table 1 – Species-specific research sources on the welfare of animals during transport 

Species  Sources of information and research 

Cattle 

Animal transport guides 

 Guide to good practices for the transport of cattle, 2018 
 Factsheet on long distance transport of cattle 

EFSA 

 Scientific opinion on the welfare of animals during transport, 2011 (p. 35) 
 Animal welfare risk assessment guidelines on transport, 2009 (p. 26) 

EU Platform on animal welfare 

 Factsheet on extreme temperatures during the transport of cattle, 2019 
 Recommendations to improve the development and exchange of coordinated 

actions regarding cattle exports to non-EU countries, 2019 
 Organiser's factsheet for the export of cattle to a non-EU country, 2019 

EPRS 

 Study on the implementation of Regulation 1/2005 with an overview of 
recommendations on the fitness for transport, 2018 (p. 109)  

Calves  
Animal transport guides 

 Factsheet on the transport of calves 

Lactating 
cows 

Animal transport guides 

 Factsheet on the transport of lactating cows 

Pigs 

EU Reference Centre for Animal Welfare – Pigs (EURCAW-Pigs) 

 Review of fitness for transport of pigs (version 1.0), 2021 
 Review of climate control and space allowance during transport of pigs, 2020 

EU Platform on animal welfare 

 Factsheet on extreme temperatures during the transport of pigs, 2019 
Animal transport guides 

 Guide to good practices for the transport of pigs, 2018 

 Factsheets on: pig travelling; loading and unloading of pigs; monitoring and 
evaluation of transported pigs 

EPRS 

 Study on the implementation of Regulation 1/2005 with an overview of 
recommendations on the fitness for transport, 2018 (p. 113) 

EFSA 

 Scientific opinion on the welfare of animals during transport, 2011 (p. 20) 
 Animal welfare risk assessment guidelines on transport, 2009 (p. 17) 

Poultry 

EU Platform on animal welfare 

 Factsheet on extreme temperatures during the transport of poultry, 2019 
Animal transport guides 

 Guide to good practices for the transport of poultry, 2018 

 Factsheets on preparation of vehicle, driver and loading for poultry; catching of 
broilers; catching the end-of-lay hens 

EPRS 

 Study on the implementation of Regulation 1/2005 with an overview of 
recommendations on the fitness for transport, 2018 (p. 118) 

EFSA 

 Scientific opinion on the welfare of animals during transport, 2011 (p. 46) 
 Animal welfare risk assessment guidelines on transport, 2009 (p. 43) 

http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Guides-Cattle-EC-Templ.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Cattle-Long-distance-FINAL.pdf
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2011.1966
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2009.EN-21
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2019-11/aw_platform_plat-conc_extreme-temp-factsh-cattle.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2019-11/aw_platform_plat-conc_exp-cattle-recom.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2019-11/aw_platform_plat-conc_exp-cattle-org-fact.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/621853/EPRS_STU(2018)621853_EN.pdf#page=109
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Cattles-Calves-FINAL.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Cattle-Milking-Cows-FINAL.pdf
https://edepot.wur.nl/546057
https://edepot.wur.nl/515292
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2019-11/aw_platform_plat-conc_extreme-temp-factsh-pigs.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Guides-Pig-EC-Templ.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Pig-Travelling-FINAL.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Pigs-Handling-FINAL.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Pigs-MonitoringEvaluation-FINAL.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Pigs-MonitoringEvaluation-FINAL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/621853/EPRS_STU(2018)621853_EN.pdf#page=113
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2011.1966
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2009.EN-21
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2019-11/aw_platform_plat-conc_extreme-temp-factsh-poultry.pdf
http://www.animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/EN-Guides-Poultry-final_2021.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/poultry-Preparation-FINAL.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Poultry-BroilersFINAL.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Poultry-BroilersFINAL.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Poultry-End-of-lay-Hens-FINAL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/621853/EPRS_STU(2018)621853_EN.pdf#page=118
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2011.1966
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2009.EN-21
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Horses 

EU Platform on animal welfare 

 Factsheet on extreme temperatures during the transport of horses, 2019 
Animal transport guides 

 Guide to good practices for the transport of horses destined for slaughter, 2018 

 Factsheets on: correct handling of horses; feeding and watering; loading and space 
allowance 

EPRS 

 Study on the implementation of Regulation 1/2005 with an overview of 
recommendations on the fitness for transport, 2018 (p. 110) 

EFSA 

 Scientific opinion on the welfare of animals during transport, 2011 (p. 11) 
 Animal welfare risk assessment guidelines on transport, 2009 (p. 39) 

Sheep 

EU Platform on animal welfare 

 Factsheet on extreme temperatures during the transport of sheep, 2019 
Animal transport guides 

 Guide to good practices for the transport of sheep, 2018 

 Factsheets on: sheep on long journeys; preventing hot and cold stress; fitness of 
sheep and lambs 

EPRS 

 Study on the implementation of Regulation 1/2005 with an overview of 
recommendations on the fitness for transport, 2018 (p. 116) 

EFSA 

 Scientific opinion on the welfare of animals during transport, 2011 (p. 26) 
 Animal welfare risk assessment guidelines on transport, 2009 (p. 33) 

Goats 
EFSA 

 Scientific opinion on the welfare of animals during transport, 2011 (p. 32) 
 Animal welfare risk assessment guidelines on transport, 2009 (p. 33) 

Rabbits 
EFSA 

 Scientific opinion on the welfare of animals during transport, 2011 (p. 39) 
 Animal welfare risk assessment guidelines on transport, 2009 (p. 52) 

Unweaned 
and pregnant 
animals 

European Parliament Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies 

 Study on particular welfare needs of unweaned animals and pregnant females, 
2021 

Fish 

European Parliament Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies 

 Study on particular welfare needs of aquatic animals, 2021 
Eurogroup for Animals 

 Study: Looking Beneath the Surface: Fish Welfare in European Aquaculture, 2018 
European Commission 

 Study: Welfare of farmed fish: Common practices during transport and at slaughter, 
2017 

EU Platform on animal welfare 

 Guidelines on water quality and handling for the welfare of farmed vertebrate fish 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 

 Aquatic Animal Health Code, Chapter 7.2. Welfare of farmed fish during transport  
EFSA 

 Animal welfare risk assessment guidelines on transport, 2009 (p. 57) 

Source: EPRS compilation. 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2019-11/aw_platform_plat-conc_extreme-temp-factsh-horses.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/EN-Guides-Horses-final.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Horses-Correct-Handling-FINAL.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Horses-Feeding-Watering-FINAL.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Horses-Space-Allowances-FINAL.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Horses-Space-Allowances-FINAL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/621853/EPRS_STU(2018)621853_EN.pdf#page=110
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2011.1966
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2009.EN-21
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2019-11/aw_platform_plat-conc_extreme-temp-factsh-sheep.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/EN-Guides-Sheep-final.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Sheep-Long-Journey-FINAL.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Sheep-Heat-Cold-Stress-FINAL.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Sheep-Fitness-FINAL.pdf
http://animaltransportguides.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Sheep-Fitness-FINAL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/621853/EPRS_STU(2018)621853_EN.pdf#page=116
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2011.1966
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2009.EN-21
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2011.1966
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2009.EN-21
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2011.1966
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2009.EN-21
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)690874
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)690875
https://www.eurogroupforanimals.org/sites/eurogroup/files/2020-02/Fish-Welfare-in-European-Aquaculture-2.pdf
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/facddd32-cda6-11e7-a5d5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-49981830
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2020-11/aw_platform_plat-conc_guide_farmed-fish.pdf
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_welfare_transport_farm_fish.htm
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2009.EN-21
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Conclusion 
As reported by eight Member States in reply to the questionnaire sent by the ANIT committee, 
guidelines that explain and promote best practices for transport of live animals are used and 
disseminated. Some replies indicated that the use of these guidelines had a positive impact on 
compliance with the legislation on animal welfare in transport, although others pointed out that 
there is insufficient data available to assess this impact reliably. 

The European Commission has announced its intention to revise the animal welfare legislation, 
including on animal transport, to align it with the latest scientific evidence and broaden its scope. 
Up-to-date research on the welfare needs of animals in transport, taking account of the specific 
needs of each species, provides the input necessary for developing new rules and best practices. 

In its resolution on the implementation of Regulation 1/2005, the European Parliament welcomed 
initiatives such as the animal transport guides, which aim to define best practices helping to ensure 
compliance with the requirements of the legislation. Parliament called on the Commission to 
support the implementation and proper enforcement of Regulation 1/2005, with a particular focus 
on, among other things, better dissemination of the animal transport guides and factsheets, 
translated into all EU languages. 
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