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Commitment State of play 

Protecting and promoting public health 

Supply of affordable medicines 

“[....] a steady stream of affordable medicines is 
vital. The EU pharmaceutical system has given 
citizens access to high-quality and affordable 
medicines for decades.” 
“There is a legal obligation on the pharmaceutical 
industry to ensure that patients have access to 
and supply of medicines. We need to work closely 
and try to have a holistic pharmaceutical strategy, 
so as to be able to deliver what we need for 
patients.” 

The Commission published its ‘Pharmaceutical Strategy 
for Europe’ on 25.11.2020. It aims at creating a future 
proof regulatory framework and at supporting industry 
in promoting research and technologies that actually 
reach patients in order to fulfil their therapeutic needs 
while addressing market failures. On 30.3.2021, the 
Commission published its Roadmap on the revision of 
the general pharmaceutical legislation. The 
Commission announced a proposal for revision of 
pharmaceutical legislation for end 2022. The EU4Health 
programme, adopted on 24.3.2021, aims to make 
affordable medicines and medical devices more readily 
available and promote health and disease prevention, 
while increasing preparedness and resilience of 
national health systems during health crises. 

“We need to ensure access to innovation and to 
medicines for people with TB, HIV/AIDS and 
hepatitis. [...] These diseases have an impact on a 
very large number of European citizens. That 
would be my first priority to take up in the new 
Commission.” 

This issue seems to have been overtaken by a focus on 
COVID. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0761
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0761
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12963-Revision-of-the-EU-general-pharmaceuticals-legislation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/funding/eu4health-2021-2027-vision-healthier-european-union_en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/funding/eu4health-2021-2027-vision-healthier-european-union_en
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Medical devices 

“I will focus on implementing a modernised and 
more robust legislative framework for medical 
devices. This needs to be done in order to improve 
patient safety and consolidate the EU’s role as a 
global leader in this field.” 

The new Medical Devices Regulation was adopted on 
23.4.2020 and entered into force on 26.5.2021. The In-
Vitro Medical Devices Regulation of 2017 entered into 
force on 26.5.2022. 

Health Data Space and e-health 

“Digital technologies and artificial intelligence 
need to be leveraged in this effort, as they can 
bring concrete benefits to patients and to 
healthcare professionals. I want to maximise this 
potential and I see the creation of a European 
Health Data Space as an important step in the 
right direction.” 
“Digitalisation is a very important part of any 
health agenda and it is extremely significant for 
citizens. [...] We are committed to digitalisation as 
a Commission. It’s something that would promote 
research and innovation, we already have the 
European reference networks and these are 
allowing people with rare diseases and 
paediatrics, to be able to have this access and I 
believe that it can radically change patient care 
and treatment.” 

The Commission published A European strategy for 
data on 19.2.2020 which proposes the creation of a 
common European health data space. 
In the context of the COVID crisis, the Commission 
started on 14.9.2020 testing its interoperability gateway 
service for national contact tracing and warning apps, 
based on a common EU approach towards contact-
tracing apps - “EU toolbox on contact tracing and 
warning apps”, as well as guidance on data protection. 
The Commission Communication of 9.3.2021 on 
Europe's Digital Decade, including a set of digital 
principles and rights such as universal access to digital 
health services. 

“Unfortunately, one of the drawbacks of what we 
see in today’s digital age is how easy it is to spread 
misinformation through so many media. [...] So 
we need to work together through education and 
through health in order to fight and challenge the 
misinformation [...].” 
“[...] we need to be careful as well with data 
protection for patients. So this is something that 
we should always have in mind when we’re 
talking about e-health.” 

Fighting disinformation is also a major part of the EC’s 
coronavirus response. 

Anti-microbial resistance 

“[...] I will advocate for an international agreement 
on the use and access to anti-microbials. For that 
main reason I will also prioritise the 
implementation of the European one-health 
action plan against anti-microbial resistance.” 
“I believe that the European Union must lead by 
example in this, in moving forward so that we 
have new anti-microbials available for patients.” 

The Commission’s Pharmaceutical Strategy for Europe 
of 25.11.2020 includes as one of four main objectives 
ensuring access to affordable medicines for patients, 
and addressing unmet medical needs (e.g. in the areas 
of antimicrobial resistance, cancer, rare diseases). The 
EU AMR One-Health Network, chaired by the European 
Commission, includes government experts from the 
human health, animal health and environmental sector, 
the EU scientific agencies (ECDC, EMA, and EFSA) and 
holds bi-annual meetings. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02017R0745-20200424
https://ec.europa.eu/health/medical-devices-sector/new-regulations_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02017R0746-20170505
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02017R0746-20170505
https://ec.europa.eu/health/medical-devices-sector/new-regulations_en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/medical-devices-sector/new-regulations_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1593073685620&uri=CELEX%3A52020DC0066
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1593073685620&uri=CELEX%3A52020DC0066
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1606
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1606
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reco/2020/518/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reco/2020/518/oj
https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/coronavirus-response/travel-during-coronavirus-pandemic/how-tracing-and-warning-apps-can-help-during-pandemic_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/coronavirus-response/travel-during-coronavirus-pandemic/how-tracing-and-warning-apps-can-help-during-pandemic_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reco/2020/518/oj
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/europes-digital-decade-digital-targets-2030_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/coronavirus-response/fighting-disinformation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/human-use/strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/antimicrobial-resistance/events_en?f%5B0%5D=topic_topic%3A173
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Vaccination 

“We have the science which shows us that it is 
important that we use vaccines and yet we have in 
the last few years seen a number of diseases 
breaking out in Europe: we have measles because 
of vaccine hesitancy. And I will not say that that is 
only due to misinformation, because it is also 
related to the programmes that Member States 
have for vaccination – there seems to be no 
uniformity. [...] we need to fight any source of 
misinformation which in fact impacts negatively 
on where we know that there is a solid science.” 

COVID created an unforeseen situation and priorities 
have shifted completely. The original commitment was 
meant to address vaccine hesitancy related to long-
known (childhood) diseases. On 17.6.2020, the 
Commission presented a European strategy for COVID-
19 vaccines to accelerate the development, 
manufacturing, and deployment of vaccines. Most of 
the actions in the field of vaccines have focussed on 
Covid in the past two years.  

Beating Cancer Plan 

“I see our Beating Cancer Plan touching upon all 
the actions in my mission letter, farm to fork, the 
Green Deal, anti-microbial resistance, innovation, 
affordability of medicines. It needs to address 
prevention, diagnosis, treatment, research, 
survivorship and palliative care. It needs to involve 
sectors and industries beyond the health sector, 
including education and environment.” 
“Making a difference in the life of cancer patients 
has always been my guiding principle. And 
speaking from personal experiences, I can assure 
you that it will continue to be my guiding principle 
in my current mission [...].” 

On 3.2.2021, the Commission delivered the Europe's 
Beating Cancer Plan. It is structured around four key 
action areas with 10 flagship initiatives and multiple 
supporting actions. The fight against cancer is 
furthermore addressed in the Commission’s 2020 Farm 
to Fork Strategy and Pharmaceutical Strategy. 

Organ donation 

“[...] whether we put forward an umbrella strategy 
for Europe on organ donation, I would like to see 
the evaluation which is expected at the end of 
2019, so as to be able to see where we are and how 
we move. [...]” 

On 3.7.2020, the Commission published a Statement on 
Organ Donation and Transplantation and the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Commission proposed a revision of the 
Blood Directive 2002/98/EC and the Tissues and Cells 
Directive 2004/23/EC on 14.7.2022. 

Health technology assessment (HTA) 

“[...] this, I believe, is something that I would work 
really very strongly towards, trying to build a 
consensus so that, finally, the Commission 
proposal of 2018 concerning health technology 
assessment moves forward, because I think it is an 
imperative part of any health system that we, as 
Europeans, want to promote.” 

The new Regulation on HTA of 15.12.2021 will apply 
from 12.1.2025. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/communication-eu-strategy-covid-19-vaccines_en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/non_communicable_diseases/docs/eu_cancer-plan_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/non_communicable_diseases/docs/eu_cancer-plan_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/fs_20_341
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/fs_20_341
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0381
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0381
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2173
https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/blood_tissues_organs/docs/organs_ncastatement_covid19_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/blood_tissues_organs/docs/organs_ncastatement_covid19_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/blood_tissues_organs/docs/organs_ncastatement_covid19_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12734-Blood-tissues-and-cells-for-medical-treatments-&-therapies-revised-EU-rules_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R2282&from=EN
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Mental health 

“[...] I believe that mental health is an area that for 
many Member States does not receive the 
attention that it deserves, and it is important that 
we do something to reverse this trend. I’m not only 
speaking about depression in adults, but if we look 
at the problems that we’re seeing with 
adolescents in terms of behavioural problems, in 
terms of increases in self-destructive behaviour, 
we need to work preventively.”  

The Working Group on Health of the Steering Group on 
Health Promotion, Disease Prevention and 
Management of Non-Communicable Diseases (SGPP) 
continued its work on mental health. 
In the current context, particular attention is being 
devoted to the mental health aspects of the COVID crisis 
and the war in Ukraine. 

Research and innovation 

“We are committed to innovation. We are 
committed to moving ahead and investing in 
research. .... So, I would definitely consider this to 
be a priority because moving ahead with 
innovation and science can only be more effective 
for European health. Because this will affect 
industry, it will affect medicines, it will affect the 
Green Deal, and it will affect the food we are 
eating.”  

The EU4Health programme 2021-2027 was adopted on 
14.12.2020. It aims to tackle cross-border health threats 
and create resilient European health systems with a 
budget of EUR 5.1 billion - the largest health 
programme ever. EU4Health will provide funding to EU 
Member States, health organisations and NGOs. Health 
research is also supported by the Horizon Europe 
programme (2021-2027) with its Health Cluster and 
Cancer Mission. 

“So what I would aim for is having a very 
responsible voice in the College, using science as a 
basis, but also taking into consideration and 
sharing other concerns, to be able to convince 
others that we need to move forward with many 
of the policies that we know are needed to protect 
human health.” 

The College of Commissioners continues to draw upon 
the advice of its Group of Chief Scientific Advisors that 
was set up in 2015. 

Food safety and animal and plant health 

Pesticides 

“[...] I can commit to decreasing the dependence 
that we have on pesticides and to trying to invest 
and encourage the finding of low risk alternatives. 
[...] I intend to follow this very closely so as to be 
able to deliver.”  
“The general food law will, I hope, change the level 
of transparency that has been a big problem in 
creating citizen mistrust, but I can’t commit in a 
louder way to the lowering of the dependence of 
pesticides and to finding low-risk alternatives.”  
“But what I would like to be absolutely clear on, is 
that this is not something that is in isolation to 
everything else. It’s part of the Green Deal that 
we’re all going to work towards and it’s part of 
farm to fork. And building this into it, we cannot 
have an effective farm to fork strategy or an 

On 20.5.2020, the Commission presented its Farm to 
Fork Strategy setting as target a reduction by 50% in the 
use and risk of chemical pesticides and the use of more 
hazardous pesticides by 50% by 2030. 

https://ec.europa.eu/health/non_communicable_diseases/steeringgroup_promotionprevention_en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/non_communicable_diseases/steeringgroup_promotionprevention_en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/non_communicable_diseases/steeringgroup_promotionprevention_en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/non-communicable-diseases/mental-health_en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/funding/eu4health_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/support-policy-making/scientific-support-eu-policies/group-chief-scientific-advisors_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:ea0f9f73-9ab2-11ea-9d2d-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:ea0f9f73-9ab2-11ea-9d2d-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
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effective Green Deal if we are not facing and able 
to face and deal with issues such as pesticides.”  
“What I can commit to [...] is that there will be no 
lowering of the bar on the protection of bees and 
other pollinators. [...] Bee protection needs to be a 
centre of our policies and this is also part of the 
policies of the Green Deal [...]. For myself, 
decreasing the use of neonics and finding 
alternatives is a primary concern.” 

Endocrine disruptors 

“I know that they [endocrine disruptors] impact on 
human health and I know that we need to do 
something about it and this is going to be my 
commitment to taking this up. We’re waiting for 
the fitness check. I would look forward to working 
with you to seeing what we need to do to move 
forward, because it is definitely not an area that 
we can afford to leave behind and I’m clear on 
that.”  
“So I think it is extremely important when we were 
talking about endocrine disruptors, about 
neonics, about new breeding techniques, and 
about pesticides, that we do look at the science 
that is there.” 

On 14.10.2020, the Commission adopted the EU 
Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability phasing out from 
consumer products the most harmful substances, 
including endocrine disruptors  It is part of the EU’s zero 
pollution ambition, a key commitment of the European 
Green Deal. In the Chemicals Strategy, the Commission 
announced that it would propose establishing legally 
binding hazard identification of endocrine disruptors. 

Improving consumers information 

“It [nutrition labelling] is in fact mandatory on pre-
packed food. Citizens want this. They want 
nutrition profiles. It is obvious that when we are 
going to pick something off the shelf, we are more 
and more looking to see if what we are reading is 
something that we want to buy. [...] The nutrient 
profiles are important. They are important for 
citizens. There is a ‘front of pack’ report coming 
out at the end of this year. I would wait to see the 
results and move forward, and I would like to see 
a common approach across Member States [...].” 

On 20.5.2020, the Commission proposed the Farm to 
Fork Strategy (COM(2020)381) where it proposes the 
mandatory front-of-pack nutrition labelling and 
initiatives to stimulate product reformulation, including 
by setting up nutrient profiles to restrict the promotion 
(via nutrition or health claims) of foods high in fat, 
sugars and salt. It will also consider proposing the 
extension of mandatory origin or provenance 
indications to certain products, while fully taking into 
account impacts on the single market. 

“We need to find common ways [for origin 
labelling] so that consumers have access to 
reliable information when they are purchasing or 
having access to food. This is something that is 
now being evaluated. I would look at all the 
information and then come forward with a 
proposal.” 

The evaluation report on origin labelling has been 
published on 10.8.2021. 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/chemicals-strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/chemicals-strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/endocrine/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/pdf/chemicals/2020/10/Strategy.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:ea0f9f73-9ab2-11ea-9d2d-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:ea0f9f73-9ab2-11ea-9d2d-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/origin-labelling-rules-meats-remains-relevant-consumers-2021-aug-10_en
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Animal health and welfare 

“First of all, I want to be absolutely clear that I 
consider animal welfare and animal health as 
part of my one-health [...]. [...] we cannot talk 
about one-health if we don’t look at the whole 
area, and this includes human, environment and 
animal and plant health.” 

On 20.5.2020, the Commission proposed the Farm to 
Fork Strategy (COM(2020)381) including a Roadmap for 
the fitness check of animal welfare legislation. A 
proposal for a revised EU animal welfare legislation has 
been announced for 2023. 

Food waste 

“[...] I would like to be able to deliver a five-year 
action plan to deal with food waste because I 
think it’s a very important part of the sustainable 
food effort that we’re making.” 

On 20.5.2020, Commission proposed the Farm to Fork 
Strategy (COM (2020)381) in which it announced to 
propose legally binding targets to reduce food waste 
across the EU by 2023. 

Food contact materials 

“This [food contact materials] is an extremely 
important subject, as it’s about substances 
entering into the food and potentially changing or 
affecting human health, but also changing the 
constituents of the food. [...] I would look at the 
science and I would move ahead with 
prioritisation, starting off with those that we know 
are potentially more harmful to human health.” 

The safety of food contact materials is evaluated by the 
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA). In July 2020, the 
Commission asked EFSA to re-evaluate the risks to 
public health from the presence of plasticisers such as 
phthalates, structurally similar substances, and 
replacement substances in food contact materials. 
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