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Commitment State of play 

The European Green Deal 

“[...] the European Green Deal must put Europe on 
the right track to a sustainable future, and ensure 
that every European is on board and that no one is 
left behind. Our ambition is to make Europe the 
world’s first climate-neutral continent. We can 
achieve this by 2050 if we plan well and start 
straight away.” “[...] I think one of the most 
complicated tasks I’ll have to face is to make sure 
that there is joined-up thinking, there is consistency 
there [in our policies] [...]. I am under no illusions 
that I am going to be able to take the 100 days and 
sort everything out. But to identify where there is a 
lack of consistency and then move on to come up 
with steps and legislation [...] I think would be a very 
complicated task. ” 

The European Commission presented the European 
Green Deal Communication and a roadmap with 
actions (COM(2019)640) on 19.12.2019. The 
European Green Deal provides an action plan to 
boost the efficient use of resources by moving to a 
clean, circular economy and restore biodiversity, and 
cut pollution. The plan outlines investments needed 
and financing tools available. It explains how to 
ensure a just and inclusive transition. 

“We’ll certainly work on a hydrogen strategy 
because I also believe Europe can really lead on this. 
We would still have an advantage vis-à-vis other 
parts of the world if we speeded up. I also believe in 
it because you have no energy loss when you store 
energy in hydrogen.” 

The Commission proposed a European Strategy for 
Hydrogen (COM(2020)301) on 08.7.2020. The 
renewable hydrogen (also called green hydrogen) is 
expected to play a key role in the decarbonisation of 
sectors where other alternatives might not be 
feasible or be more expensive. This includes heavy-
duty and long-range transport and energy-intensive 
industrial processes. The Commission also adopted a 
legislative proposal on 15.12.2021 to decarbonise 
the EU gas market by facilitating the uptake of 
renewable and low carbon gases, including 
hydrogen, and to ensure energy security in Europe. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2019%3A640%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2019%3A640%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2019%3A640%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0301
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0301
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2021%3A804%3AFIN&qid=1640001545187
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2021%3A804%3AFIN&qid=1640001545187
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The European climate law and the 2030 
Emissions Reduction Target 

“I will propose a climate law within 100 days of 
taking office to enshrine in legislation the EU’s 2050 
climate neutrality objective. This law will set the 
long-term direction of travel for all our policies.” “[...] 
I want to come before Parliament with a draft 
climate law that goes as far as we can in terms of 
stipulating exactly not just where we need to be in 
2050, but also what we need to do in intermediate 
steps to get there by 2050.” “I honestly believe that 
this climate law will give us the framework which we 
urgently need to discipline Member States to come 
up with plans that are concrete enough so that we 
can sort of look at the stages we will have to go 
through to get where we need to be in 2050. [...] So 
in that sense, I think it’s the best framework we can 
have for our common future.” “I will also start work 
immediately to deliver a higher level of ambition for 
2030. As soon as possible, I will put forward 
legislative proposals that will help us to reduce 
emissions by at least 50%, or even better, by 55%.” 
“But I think my position will be stronger if I can back 
it up with the analysis we are doing right now. [...] 
Again, however, let me be clear: I would be 
extremely surprised if the outcome of this were 
anything other than at least a 55% reduction by 
2030.” 

The Commission proposed the “European Climate 
Law” (COM(2020)80) on 04.03.2020. This legislative 
proposal for a European climate law is setting the 
objective for the EU to become climate-neutral by 
2050 and establishing a framework for achieving 
that objective. The Commission proposed the 
climate targets 2030 (Communication and 
amendments to draft 2050 Climate Law, 
COM(2020)562 and COM(2020)563) on 17.09.2020.  
On 14.7.2021, the Commission adopted a package of 
proposals to make the EU's climate, energy, land use, 
transport and taxation policies fit for reducing net 
greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030, 
compared to 1990 levels. The package, known as “Fit 
for 55”, enables the necessary acceleration of 
greenhouse gas emission reductions in the next 
decade. They combine: application of emissions 
trading to new sectors and a tightening of the 
existing EU Emissions Trading System; increased use 
of renewable energy; greater energy efficiency; a 
faster roll-out of low emission transport modes and 
the infrastructure and fuels to support them, etc. 
Moreover, the Commission presented on 5.4.2022 a 
strengthened F-gas (fluorinated greenhouse gases) 
proposal aiming to save the equivalent of 40 million 
tons of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions by 2030. The 
Commission also presented an EU strategy to reduce 
methane emissions on 14.10.2020. Methane is the 
second biggest contributor to climate change, after 
carbon dioxide. Tackling methane emissions is 
therefore essential to reaching our 2030 climate 
targets and the 2050 climate neutrality goal. The 
Commission was also following up on the EU 
Methane Strategy and its international 
commitments with a proposal on 15.12.2021 to 
reduce methane emissions in the energy sector in 
Europe and in our global supply chain. 
The revision of the Energy Performance of Buildings 
Directive (EPBD) adopted on 15.12.2021 upgrades 
the existing regulatory framework to reflect higher 
ambitions and more pressing needs in climate and 
social action while providing Member States with 
the flexibility needed to take into account the 
differences in the building stock across Europe.  The 
revised directive sets out how Europe can achieve a 
zero-emission and fully decarbonised building stock 
by 2050. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=COM:2020:80:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=COM:2020:80:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020DC0562
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020PC0563
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/delivering-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/delivering-european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/system/files/2022-04/f-gases_proposal_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/system/files/2022-04/f-gases_proposal_en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2020%3A663%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2020%3A663%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2021%3A805%3AFIN&qid=1639665806476
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Lead international negotiations 

“We need to work to convince others to step up their 
ambition as well. I am fully committed to 
strengthening our international climate diplomacy 
and implementing the Sustainable Development 
Goals.”  

At the COP26 UN Climate Conference, the 
Commission supported the consensus reached by 
over 190 countries following intense negotiations. 
COP26 resulted in the completion of the Paris 
Agreement rulebook and kept the Paris targets alive, 
giving a small chance of limiting global warming to 
1.5 ° C. To help the most vulnerable countries and 
small island states in particular in their mitigation 
and adaptation efforts, the EU is the largest donor, 
contributing over a third of the current pledges by 
developed countries, accounting for €23.39 billion of 
climate finance in 2020. 

Just Transition Fund 

“We need a dedicated Just Transition Fund to 
support the people and communities most affected, 
including those in industrial, coal and energy-
intensive regions.”  
“So, that is what we want to put in the Just 
Transition Fund: a mix of fresh money combined 
with co-financing nationally, also linking to the 
different funds we already have – whether it’s the 
Agricultural Fund, the Structural Fund, the Cohesion 
Fund – and also making sure that there is, through 
the help of the EIB that has been extremely 
successful in InvestEU, that there is a huge access to 
funds to make this transition to the green 
economy.” 
“It is absolutely clear that for this transition, 
especially in those countries still heavily dependent 
on coal, we will need much, much bigger funds than 
even what a Just Transition Fund can muster. But it’s 
also absolutely clear to me that there is no future in 
coal.” 

The Commission proposed a Regulation establishing 
the Just Transition Fund on 14.01.2020. The Just 
Transition Mechanism will focus on those regions 
and sectors that are most affected by the transition 
given their dependence on fossil fuels or 
greenhouse gas-intensive industrial processes. 
An amended proposal for a Regulation establishing 
the Just Transition Fund was proposed by the 
Commission on 27.05.2020. This proposal provides 
for additional resources to be made available for the 
Just Transition Fund. 
The Commission also published a proposal for a 
Regulation on Public sector loan facility under the 
Just Transition Mechanism on 28.05.2020, as part of 
the sectoral legislation governing the programmes 
of the 2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework. 
The Public sector loan facility will seek to mobilise 
additional investments for affected regions.  

Protecting biodiversity 

“[...] we will present a robust and ambitious 
biodiversity strategy for 2030 and [...] the EU must 
champion the most ambitious commitments 
possible at the next UN Conference of the Parties on 
Biodiversity in China in October 2020.” “So I want 
the EU to be extremely well prepared, through an 
intensive dialogue with this Parliament, for the next 
biodiversity conference [...] so that we have concrete 
proposals on the table to try and convince the rest 
of the world that we now need to take urgent action 
on safeguarding our biodiversity.” “What I want to 
do is to engage with the scientific community to 
make sure that we’re able to find some benchmarks 
against which we can then devise our policies, and 
we need to do this before we go to Beijing.” 

The Commission published a new EU Biodiversity 
Strategy for 2030  on 20.5.2020. This strategy aims to 
ensure that Europe's biodiversity will be on the path 
to recovery by 2030 for the benefit of people, the 
planet, the climate and our economy, in line with the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and with 
the objectives of the Paris Agreement on Climate 
Change. On World Wildlife Day (3 March 2020), the 
Commission launched a new Global Coalition for 
Biodiversity in view of the COP15 in China. With this 
communication campaign, the Commission is 
calling for stronger mobilisation in raising awareness 
about the need to protect biodiversity. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020PC0022
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020PC0022
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020PC0460
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020PC0460
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020PC0453
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020PC0453
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0380
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0380
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_348
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_348
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“We need a strategy for reforestation, and 
reforestation in a way that does not contradict 
other goals. [...] So we have to look at this in a 
sensible way and I think the only way we can do that 
is to have a Europe-wide strategy to help 
reforestation.” “[...] consumers need to be better 
informed. [...] I want to be able to tell them, at some 
point, this [product] is deforestation-free. We can’t 
say that today. So we need to work with our 
international partners to make that happen in the 
future, because now 80% of deforestation is a 
consequence of the search for new arable land to 
create new foodstuffs and sometimes it’s the food 
we import directly. Sometimes it’s even the feedstuff 
we give our animals that are produced in Europe. So 
we have a lot to do to inform our consumers and we 
will have to regulate in that sphere as well.”  

The Commission presented a new EU Forest Strategy 
on 16.7.2021 which sets a vision and concrete 
actions for increasing the quantity and quality of 
forests in the EU and strengthening their protection, 
restoration and resilience. The proposed actions will 
increase carbon sequestration through enhanced 
sinks and stocks thus contributing to climate change 
mitigation. The Strategy commits to strictly 
protecting primary and old-growth forests, restoring 
degraded forests, and ensuring they are managed 
sustainably. The Commission also proposed on 
17.11.2021 a new Regulation to curb EU-driven 
deforestation and forest degradation. Just counting 
from 1990 to 2020 the world has lost lost 420 million 
hectares of forest – an area larger than the European 
Union. The proposed new rules would guarantee 
that the products that EU citizens buy, use and 
consume on the EU market do not contribute to 
global deforestation and forest degradation. The 
main driver of these processes is agricultural 
expansion linked to the commodities soy, beef, palm 
oil, wood, cocoa and coffee, and some of their 
derived products. 
The Commission adopted on 22.6.2022 a pioneering 
proposal to restore damaged ecosystems and bring 
nature back across Europe, from agricultural land 
and seas, to forests and urban environments. The 
legislation targets the restoration of Europe's nature, 
to repair the 80% of European habitats that are in 
poor condition, and to bring back nature to all 
ecosystems, from forest and agricultural land to 
marine, freshwater and urban ecosystems. In this 
Nature Restoration Law, legally binding targets for 
nature restoration in different ecosystems will apply 
to every Member State, complementing existing 
laws. The aim is to cover at least 20% of the EU's land 
and sea areas by 2030 with nature restoration 
measures, and eventually extend these to all 
ecosystems in need of restoration by 2050. 

Zero-pollution ambition 

“[...] Europe needs to move forward towards a zero-
pollution environment to tackle environmental 
degradation and pollution, address air and water 
quality, hazardous chemicals, industrial emissions, 
pesticides, endocrine disruptors and microplastics”. 
“Clean air in our cities and clean water in our rivers 
and oceans – that is what we need so that we can 
lead healthier lives on a planet that can sustain all 
of humanity, and where the economy grows to the 
benefit of the many, not the few, with jobs for 
everyone.” 

On 12.5.2021, the Commission adopted the Action 
Plan: Towards a zero-pollution for air, water and soil. 
This zero-pollution vision for 2050 is for air, water 
and soil pollution to be reduced to levels no longer 
considered harmful to health and natural 
ecosystems. 
The Commission also proposed a new Chemicals 
Strategy for Sustainability - Towards a toxic-free 
environment (COM(2020)667) on 14.10.2020. The 
strategy sets out a coherent, predictable and 
stronger regulatory framework, combined with non-
regulatory incentives, which will drive the necessary 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021DC0572
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/proposal-regulation-deforestation-free-products_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/proposal-regulation-deforestation-free-products_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021DC0400&qid=1623311742827
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021DC0400&qid=1623311742827
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2020%3A667%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2020%3A667%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2020%3A667%3AFIN
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innovation, deliver increased protection, while 
enhancing the competitiveness of the European 
chemical industry and its value chains. 
Moreover, the Commission presented on 5.4.2022 a 
proposal to update and modernise the Industrial 
Emissions Directive, key legislation to help prevent 
and control pollution. 

Transport 

“[...] transport is one of the most polluting sectors of 
our economy. We need to tackle this head-on. All 
over Europe, people depend on their cars for the 
quality of their daily lives, not seldom even for their 
livelihoods. I know that, and I don’t want a car-free 
Europe; I want emission-free cars in Europe, and I 
want people to use clean public transport.” 
“We need to cut emissions in the aviation and 
maritime sectors in particular if we are to meet our 
climate goals. This requires a careful mix of tools. 
We need to invest, for example, in our railways.”  
“I want Europe to have the best transport systems in 
the world.” 
“[...] the ETS [Emissions Trading System] should be 
extended to shipping. But we also need a broader 
policy mix. I want us to have green ports. I want us 
to be able to force shipping to take the electricity 
that’s offered to them in ports rather than burn the 
most horrible stuff when they’re in cities.”  

The Commission presented four proposals on 
14.12.2021 aiming to modernise the EU's transport 
system. By increasing connectivity and shifting more 
passengers and freight to rail and inland waterways, 
by supporting the roll-out of charging points, 
alternative refuelling infrastructure, and new digital 
technologies, by placing a stronger focus on 
sustainable urban mobility, and by making it easier 
to choose different transport options in an efficient 
multimodal transport system, the proposals will put 
the transport sector on track to cutting its emissions 
by 90%. 
The Commission proposed the Sustainable and 
Smart Transport Strategy with an action plan on 
09.12.2020. This strategy lays the foundation for how 
the EU transport system can achieve its green and 
digital transformation and become more resilient to 
future crises. As outlined in the European Green 
Deal, it aims at a 90% cut in emissions by 2050, 
delivered by a smart, competitive, safe, accessible 
and affordable transport system. 

“We need third-generation biofuels. They can be a 
constructive part of our energy mix because in some 
areas – take aviation – we will probably need more 
biofuels. I might be short of imagination but I don’t 
see electric flying happening on a huge scale any 
time soon.” 

The Commission proposed a European Strategy for 
Energy System Integration on 08.07.2020. The 
strategy explores how to support the quick 
development of innovative low-carbon fuels such as 
advanced biofuels, alongside synthetic fuels, across 
the whole value chain of the industry in Europe, 
leading to better coordination of the market actors 
and rapid increase of production capacity. 

Circular economy 

“We need to take our work on the circular economy 
to a new level, focusing on sustainable products and 
waste prevention. We must reduce, reuse and 
recycle to unlock all its potential for a low-carbon 
economy. We will propose a new Circular Economy 
Action Plan, focusing on sustainable products and 
resource use, especially in resource-intensive 
sectors, such as textiles and construction.” 

The Commission proposed a New Circular Economy 
Action Plan for a cleaner and more competitive 
Europe on 11.3.2020. This Circular Economy Action 
Plan provides a future-oriented agenda for achieving 
a cleaner and more competitive Europe in co-
creation with economic actors, consumers, citizens 
and civil society organisations. It aims at accelerating 
the transformational change required by the 
European Green Deal, while building on circular 
economy actions implemented since 2015. 
The Commission also presented on 30.3.2022 
proposals to make sustainable products the norm in 
the EU, boost circular business models and empower 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/proposal-revision-industrial-emissions-directive_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/proposal-revision-industrial-emissions-directive_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_6776
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2020:789:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2020:789:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=COM:2020:299:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=COM:2020:299:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2020:98:FIN&WT.mc_id=Twitter
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2020:98:FIN&WT.mc_id=Twitter
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52022DC0140&qid=1649112555090
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52022DC0140&qid=1649112555090
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consumers for the green transition. The new rules to 
make almost all physical goods on the EU market 
more friendly to the environment, circular, and 
energy efficient throughout their whole lifecycle 
from the design phase through to daily use, 
repurposing and end-of-life. The proposals include a 
new strategy to make textiles more durable, 
repairable, reusable and recyclable,  a Regulation on 
Ecodesign for Sustainable Products, and the revision 
of the Construction Product Regulation.  
In addition, the Commission proposed a new 
Batteries Regulation (COM(2020)798/3) on 
10.12.2020. It concerns batteries and waste batteries, 
repealing Directive 2006/66/EC and amending 
Regulation (EU) No 2019/1020. 

Farm to Fork strategy for sustainable food 

“[...] I want to underline this – without our farmers 
we will not attain our sustainability goals and we 
need to find a Common Agricultural Policy that 
supports this and that also leads to fair competition 
for our farmers, also internationally. I think the 
reforms set in motion by Phil Hogan lead us a long 
way in that direction and let’s check where we can 
improve this using the Farm to Fork principle.”  
“[...] what we have to do is to look at the Common 
Agriculture Policy against that backdrop [of funding 
intensive farming], how we can guarantee a future 
for European farmers and produce food which no 
longer pollutes. [...] that has already been placed 
into the reforms during the Juncker period, but 
that’s also going to be the front and centre in the 
Farm to Fork policy as well.” 

The Commission proposed the ‘Farm to Fork’ 
Strategy (COM(2020)381) on 20.5.2020. The Farm to 
Fork Strategy is a new comprehensive approach to 
how Europeans value food sustainability. It is an 
opportunity to improve lifestyles, health, and the 
environment. The creation of a favourable food 
environment that makes it easier to choose healthy 
and sustainable diets will benefit consumers’ health 
and quality of life and reduce health-related costs for 
society. 
The Commission adopted on 15.12.2021 a 
Communication on Sustainable Carbon Cycles, 
setting out how to increase removals of carbon from 
the atmosphere. To balance out the impacts of our 
CO2 emissions, the EU needs to drastically reduce its 
reliance on fossil carbon, upscale carbon farming to 
store more carbon in nature, and promote industrial 
solutions to sustainably and verifiably remove and 
recycle carbon. 

“We need to make sure that we put sustainable food 
on the table. We need to make sure that we put 
farmers in a position where they can maintain our 
rural areas and they can have a constructive 
relationship between the rural areas and the more 
metropolitan areas in the European Union. We 
cannot do this without the farmers.” 
“My intention is to make sure that policy is framed, 
[...] that animal husbandry can be done in a 
manner, and is done in a manner, that is more 
environmentally friendly. I’m prepared to work hard 
to make sure that animal welfare is given greater 
attention and there’re improvements in animal 
welfare whether it is in animal husbandry or 
transporting or slaughtering of animals. Those are 
measures that [...] the European authorities indeed 
ought to be taking.” 

The Commission presented on 17.11.2021 a new EU 
Soil Strategy for tackling the climate and biodiversity 
crises. Healthy soils are the foundation for 95% of the 
food we eat, they host more than 25% of the 
biodiversity in the world and are the largest 
terrestrial carbon pool on the planet. The Strategy 
sets a framework with concrete measures for the 
protection, restoration and sustainable use of soils 
and proposes a set of voluntary and legally binding 
measures. This strategy aims to increase the soil 
carbon in agricultural land, combat desertification, 
restore degraded land and soil, and ensure that by 
2050, all soil ecosystems are in a healthy condition. 
On 22.6.2022, the Commission adopted a proposal 
for a regulation on the sustainable use of pesticides, 
which would repeal and replace Directive 
2009/128/EC. The proposal sets legally binding 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/textiles-strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/proposal-ecodesign-sustainable-products-regulation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/proposal-ecodesign-sustainable-products-regulation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/49315
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=COM:2020:798:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0381
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0381
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/system/files/2021-12/com_2021_800_en_0.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021DC0699
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021DC0699
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targets at EU level to reduce by 50 % the use and the 
risk of chemical pesticides, as well as the use of the 
more hazardous pesticides by 2030, in line with the 
EU's 'farm to fork' strategy. 

Tax policies to deliver on climate 

“My idea would be to say to our international 
partners that we are making this transition to a 
climate-neutral continent by 2050. To do that, we 
will take these measures. These measures will 
obviously have an impact on our economy. If you 
take the same measures, or comparable measures 
but going in the same direction, we will make this 
voyage together. If you don’t do that, then of course 
we have no choice but to protect our society and our 
economy, and then we will have to have a carbon 
border tax.” 

The Commission proposed, as part of the “Fit for 55” 
package of 14.7.2021, a new Carbon Border 
Adjustment Mechanism will put a carbon price on 
imports of a targeted selection of products to ensure 
that ambitious climate action in Europe does not 
lead to ‘carbon leakage'. This will ensure that 
European emission reductions contribute to a global 
emissions decline, instead of pushing carbon-
intensive production outside Europe. 

“Our Energy Directive is nowhere near where it 
needs to be, we need to revisit that. And I want to 
have the possibility to at least have the possibility to 
envisage taxation of kerosene, because I don’t see 
the logic of why that energy source should be 
exempt from tax.”  
“I think that it is unescapable that we’ve got to 
reduce and phase out subsidies which are still being 
directed towards fossil fuels. I acknowledge that we 
need a very practical timetable with milestones, 
step-by-step, which can be discussed with Member 
States. But that’s one of the most manifest, one of 
the most flagrant contradictions that we have to 
avoid going forward.” 

Moreover, as part of the same package, A revision of 
the Energy Taxation Directive proposes to align the 
taxation of energy products with EU energy and 
climate policies, promoting clean technologies and 
removing outdated exemptions and reduced rates 
that currently encourage the use of fossil fuels. The 
new rules aim at reducing the harmful effects of 
energy tax competition, helping secure revenues for 
Member States from green taxes, which are less 
detrimental to growth than taxes on labour. The 
overall aim is a tax system for energy products which 
safeguards and improves the Single Market and 
supports the green transition by setting the right 
incentives. 
The proposal also puts an end to the full exemption 
of kerosene used as fuel in the aviation industry for 
intra-EU voyages in the EU.  

Enforcement and implementation 

“Well, the rules [of the Ambient Air Quality Directive 
and similar legislation] are very clear, and I think we 
should be doing more to enforce the rules in our 
Member States. [...] This is legislation that is urgently 
needed, but it is not applied in many Member States. 
I think the Commission will have to toughen up in 
terms of starting infringement procedures and it is, I 
feel, my personal responsibility to make sure that 
that’s going to happen.” 
“[...] we will enforce the emissions legislation with 
every instrument we have. I think the car industry 
has outlived its position of being in a comfy position. 
They need to deliver. They have not delivered in the 
past, they need to deliver and the Commission will 
enforce what they need to deliver.” 

No specific actions have been identified. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021PC0564
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021PC0564
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021PC0563
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021PC0563
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“[...] [Concerning] what I will enforce in terms of 
removing contradictions in the policies we have. 
Already, I believe, we’ve made a step in the right 
direction in terms of palm oil with the decision taken 
by the present Commission, but we will have to look at 
more of these commodities to make sure we remove 
actions that add to deforestation. We need to create 
more transparency to know exactly where that is 
headed, but to do that, we will also need a dialogue 
with the countries of origin. They of course have their 
own demands in terms of fair trade and in terms of the 
relationship with the EU.” 

Implementation of the legislative instruments 

“We will review and update our existing climate and 
energy legislation. It is also clear that we have to 
consider additional measures to achieve our goals 
of cleaner transport, less energy-hungry buildings, a 
more sustainable food system. We cannot afford the 
luxury of complacency.” 
 “So, yes, I believe there is room for better regulation. 
Yes, I believe there’s room for more tailor-made 
regulation. I also believe that by doing decent 
impact assessments, by having a Regulatory 
Scrutiny Board, which looks into this, we already 
have better regulation. I also believe that we need to 
look at a lot of existing regulation in a lot of areas to 
see whether it’s fit for purpose.” 

The Commission proposed a Renovation wave for 
Europe - greening our buildings, creating jobs, 
improving lives on 14.10.2020. The objective is to at 
least double the annual energy renovation rate of 
residential and non-residential buildings by 2030 
and to foster deep energy renovations. The 
Commission also proposed on 15.12.2021 to align 
the rules for the energy performance of buildings 
with the European Green Deal and decarbonise the 
EU's building stock by 2050. This proposal facilitates 
the renovation of homes, schools, hospitals, offices 
and other buildings across Europe to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and energy bills. 
The Commission presented the  Strategy on Offshore 
Renewable Energy on 19.11.2020. The strategy 
presents a general enabling framework, addressing 
barriers and challenges common to all offshore 
technologies and sea basins. It aims to make offshore 
renewable energy a core component of Europe’s 
energy system by 2050. 

“I think we need to extend the Emissions Trading 
Scheme (ETS) to other sectors such as aviation and 
the maritime sector but I also believe we have in 
existing legislation the possibility to look for tougher 
norms, if that is necessary, emission norms or in 
other areas. We will also have to review our energy 
directives and other directives.” 

The Commission also proposed on 14.7.2021 to 
phase out free emission allowances for aviation and 
align with the global Carbon Offsetting and 
Reduction Scheme for International Aviation 
(CORSIA) as well as to include shipping emissions for 
the first time in the EU ETS. 

European Climate Pact 

“The Climate Pact will bring together initiatives and 
pledges from communities, companies and 
neighbourhoods, sharing knowledge and data, 
helping and inspiring each other with best practices 
and concrete results.” 

The Commission launched the European Climate 
Pact (COM(2020)788) on 09.12.2020. The Pact aims 
to connect people from all walks of life to improve 
their understanding of the challenges, to invite all 
Europeans to participate and benefit, to develop 
solutions big and small and to trigger and scale up 
positive change. 
The Commission launched a new EU Strategy on 
Adaptation to Climate Change (COM(2021)82) on 
24.02.2021. The strategy aims to realise the 2050 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2020%3A0662%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2020%3A0662%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2020%3A0662%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021PC0802&qid=1641802763889
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2020:741:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2020:741:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021PC0552
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021PC0567
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021PC0567
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021PC0567
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2020%3A788%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2020%3A788%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2021:82:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2021:82:FIN
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vision of a climate-resilient Union by making 
adaptation smarter, systemic, swifter, and by 
stepping up international action. 

Disclaimer and copyright. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the European Parliament. Reproduction and translation for non-commercial purposes are authorised, provided the source is 
acknowledged and the European Parliament is given prior notice and sent a copy. © European Union, 2022.  

Manuscript completed: July 2022. 
Contact: Poldep-Economy-Science@ep.europa.eu 

This document is available on the internet at: www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses 

Print  ISBN 978-92-846-9567-6   | doi:10.2861/18754   |  QA-07-22-501-EN-C 
PDF ISBN 978-92-846-9566-9   | doi:10.2861/521020 |  QA-07-22-501-EN-N 

mailto:Poldep-Economy-Science@ep.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses

