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This briefing follows up the commitments made by the commissioner in 2019. 

Commitment State of play 

Conserving Europe’s natural environment (ENVI) 

Delivering the new Biodiversity Strategy 
for 2030 

“In my mission letter it’s clearly stated: deliver the 
EU biodiversity strategy. It is important that, 
working together with Frans Timmermans, we 
will make sure that it’s actually included in other 
legislation: agriculture, energy, transport and so 
on, basically everything that is causing trouble 
today and leading to the sixth mass extinction.” 

On 20 May 2020: presentation of the EU Biodiversity 
Strategy which, among others,  
• sets out to restore degraded ecosystems at land

and sea across the whole of Europe by increasing
organic farming and biodiversity-rich landscape
features on agricultural land.

• announces that, in 2021, the Commission will also 
develop operational guidance on the new
sustainability criteria on forest biomass for
energy.

“[...] we will definitely have targets and they will be 
ambitious–because there is no other way–for 
2030. [...] They have to be measured and 
monitored. It is important to have a review 
mechanism.” 

On 2 May 2022 the 8th Environment Action 
Programme entered into force, which will guide EU 
environment policy until 2030. It addresses as one of 
its six priorities ‘protecting, preserving and restoring 
biodiversity, and enhancing natural capital’. 

“[...] targets for protected areas can be increased. 
For the oceans and sea basins, they can be 
increased, for example, to 30%. But I think I’ll 
definitely be flexible here regarding biodiversity 
2030 targets, and I’ll be open to discuss these also 
with the committee.” 

The strategy proposes new ways to implement 
existing legislation more effectively, new 
commitments, measures, targets and governance 
mechanisms. These include transforming at least 30% 
of Europe's lands and seas into effectively managed 
protected areas. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/actions-being-taken-eu/eu-biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/actions-being-taken-eu/eu-biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/environment-action-programme-2030_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/environment-action-programme-2030_en
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“We’ll have to check and see whether Member 
States are using all of the means that are granted 
to them [for the implementation of the Habitats 
Directive].” 
“[...] So we have to fight the causes and [...] that 
will need funding – especially recreation of 
species, Natura 2000 areas and proper protection, 
that will need funding.” 
“I will definitely be vocal about the need for an 
increased budget [...] strategic goals have to be 
funded sufficiently.” 

The EU biodiversity strategy admits that there is 
currently no comprehensive governance framework to 
steer the implementation of biodiversity 
commitments agreed at national, European or 
international level. To address the gap, the 
Commission promises to put in place a new European 
biodiversity governance framework, which will include 
a monitoring and review mechanism with a clear set of 
agreed indicators to enable regular progress 
assessment and set out corrective action if necessary. 
The Commission will assess the approach in 2023 and 
consider whether a legally binding governance set-up 
is needed. 

“[...] we have to reassess our footprint [concerning 
deforestation], and I will definitely be working 
closely with the other Commissioners. It is 
important that resources – funding – that we are 
allocating to other countries won’t actually lead 
to deforestation. [...] it is important to improve 
labelling and [...] have deforestation-free supply 
chains. But, in order to reach that, we have to 
improve monitoring mechanisms, and I’ll 
definitely be working on that.” 

The strategy promises to unlock €20 billion per year for 
biodiversity through various sources, including EU 
funds and national and private funding. For example: 
Under Invest EU, a dedicated natural-capital and 
circular-economy initiative will be established to 
mobilise at least €10 billion over the next 10 years, 
based on public/private blended finance. Nature and 
biodiversity is also a priority for the European Green 
Deal Investment Plan. 
On 17.11.2021, the Commission put forward a 
legislative proposal to avoid or minimise the placing of 
products associated with deforestation or forest 
degradation on the EU market. 

“[...] under the EU Green Deal, I will, under my 
mandate, develop an initiative for clean, healthy 
and of course sustainably managed seas and 
oceans. It is important for reaching the 30% goal 
of marine protected areas under Natura 2000, 
and not only that 30%, but, of course, it has to be 
very well maintained, very well implemented.” 

On 28 January 2022, the Commission published 
guidance on designating new protected areas towards 
reaching the target of protecting 30% of EU land and 
sea by 2030. 

EU’s ambitions for the CoP 15 to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity 

“[...] it is important to have measurable goals that 
can be monitored.  [...] If I am confirmed in post, I 
would love to travel to China not on my own but 
with a delegation from the ENVI Committee so 
that we represent a strong position with, of 
course, a discussion and dialogue on possible 
goals.” 
“When I was thinking about what those goals 
might be – and this is purely my opinion – I think 
30% would be a great goal for the percentage of 
protected areas in the world, and then 70% 
sustainably maintained. On top of that, I think we 
have to have a separate article on Arctic policy.”  

On 20 May 2020,  the Commission presented its  new 
Biodiversity Strategy, outlining the commitments the 
Commission proposes to the Council that the EU could 
take at the Conference of the Parties (Cop15) to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, including 
ambitious global 2030 targets. Overarching global 
goals for biodiversity for 2050, in line with the United 
Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and the vision of ‘living in harmony with nature’ should 
be that, by 2050, all of the world’s ecosystems are 
restored, resilient, and adequately protected. The date 
of the CoP-15 conference has been pushed back 
repeatedly because of the Covid pandemic. 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/forests/pdf/COM_2021_706_1_EN_Proposal%20for%20Regulation%20on%20Deforestation.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/news/protecting-biodiversity-commission-advises-how-designate-additional-protected-areas-2022-01-28_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/QANDA_20_886
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Deliver on the zero-pollution ambition 

“I look forward actually to including REACH as 
one of the key pillars of the non-toxic strategy. 
On the basis of what we have in REACH in terms 
of data, we can build a very strong non-toxic 
environment strategy, especially with regard to 
chemicals, and then even go beyond, for 
example to endocrine disruptors. These are 
currently under review, but as soon as we finish 
we will definitely be working on them.” 

On 14.10.2020, the Commission adopted the EU 
Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability phasing out 
from consumer products the most harmful 
substances, including endocrine disruptors  It is part 
of the EU’s zero pollution ambition, a key 
commitment of the European Green Deal. In the 
Chemicals Strategy, the Commission announced that 
it would propose establishing legally binding hazard 
identification of endocrine disruptors. 

“[...] pharmaceuticals are already included in the 
water legislation but also the directive for water 
is undergoing its check and we’ll see if there is a 
need. After the check we can then say, is there a 
need to include additional pharmaceuticals or 
not? As I said, I’m open for additional discussions 
with the Environment Committee on this issue 
after the check is done and then present it to 
you.” 

The EU Water Framework Directive adopted on 23 
October 2000 does not seem to address the possible 
need to include additional pharmaceuticals. 

“Specifically on endocrine-disruptors, of course, 
it is important to fully implement the new 
strategy, which would be a serious step forward. 
[...] And I think that endocrine-disruptors have to 
be standardised and perceived as the CMR in the 
same level. [...] It is important that endocrine-
disruptors would be prohibited from toys, 
cosmetics which we apply directly on our skins, 
food-contact materials.” 

Based on a 2018 review of Regulation (EC) No 
1223/2009 on cosmetic products containing 
endocrine-disrupting substances, the Commission 
committed to creating a priority list of potential 
endocrine disruptors not yet covered by the 
regulation bans. The Commission uses public calls for 
data to identify substances that merit a higher priority 
for assessment. 

“Regarding the Euro7 standard, I think, and 
there is a mandate for it, that in five years it will 
be possible to have Euro7, working together with 
the Commissioner-designate for the Internal 
Market.” 

Based on a 2021 public consultation for the new Euro 
7 standard, the Commission is planning to adopt new 
stricter emissions standards for all petrol and diesel 
cars, vans, lorries and buses in July 2022. 

On the new Circular Economy Action Plan 
addressing construction waste and plastic 
waste 

“It is important also to mention the construction 
sector, which is responsible for one third of 
waste, and it will be among the priorities in the 
action plan as well.” 

February 2020: The Commission presented a paper 
on circular economy principles for building design. In 
the New Circular Economy Action Plan a Strategy for 
a Sustainable Build Environment was announced for 
2021. 

“[...] the circular economy will only be successful 
when we actually find a way to have a non-toxic 
cycle. So basically, with plastics that are made of 
friendly chemicals – let’s call them this–we know 
that we can reuse them in many, many other 
ways, and they can then be applied in different 

In 2018, the Commission had already adopted the 
European Strategy for Plastics in a Circular Economy. 
There do not seem to be any further plans at the 
moment to address the reuse of plastics. 
On 10 December 2020, the Commission proposed a 
new Batteries Regulation which has been drafted 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/chemicals-strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/chemicals-strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/endocrine/index_en.htm
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32000L0060
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/1/2018/EN/COM-2018-739-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-1.PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/1/2018/EN/COM-2018-739-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-1.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/cosmetics/cosmetic-products-specific-topics/endocrine-disruptors_en
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/cosmetics/cosmetic-products-specific-topics/endocrine-disruptors_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12313-European-vehicle-emissions-standards-Euro-7-for-cars-vans-lorries-and-buses
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12313-European-vehicle-emissions-standards-Euro-7-for-cars-vans-lorries-and-buses
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/39984
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_420
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/research-area/environment/circular-economy/plastics-circular-economy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/topics/waste-and-recycling/batteries-and-accumulators_en
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sectors. This is the only way for a successful 
circular economy, and throughout my mandate 
I will be reaching for that.” 

with a new holistic approach from design to waste 
management. 
On 30 March 2022, the Commission proposed a new 
Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation, 
establishing a framework for more environmentally 
sustainable and circular products.  

Addressing the issue of microplastics and 
aiming at plastic-free oceans 

“I am going, of course, to seek the full 
implementation of the plastic strategy, but the 
next step has to be microplastics, especially in 
textiles, tyres and pellets, that’s where the main 
source is; biodegradable plastics, [...], we have to 
establish a clear regulatory framework and 
identify some applications for which 
biodegradable plastics are made of – chemicals, 
mainly – and then of course plastic packaging.” 

No new proposal to date. In 2018, the Commission 
had already adopted the European Strategy for 
Plastics in a Circular Economy.  
Member States had to implement the Directive 
(EU) 2019/904  on the reduction of the impact of 
certain plastic products on the environment by July 
2021. 
The Commission will review the requirements on 
packaging and packaging waste in the EU later in 
2022. 

Prosperous and sustainable fishing and a thriving blue economy (PECH) 

Implementation of the reformed common 
fisheries policy 

“I want to work with you to make sure that our 
fisheries control system is fit for purpose and 
ensures a level playing field.” 

Parliament adopted its position on the legislative 
proposal for a new fisheries control mechanism 
(2018/0193(COD)) in plenary on 11 March 2021. The 
respective trilogue negotiations have been ongoing 
ever since. Unfortunately, so far the incumbent 
Commissioner's initiatives as facilitator of protracted 
and difficult negotiations did not show positive 
results. 

Evaluation of the common fisheries policy 

“By 2022, I will evaluate the Common Fisheries 
Policy to identify how to address issues not 
sufficiently covered in the current policy, 
because we need policy that works for our 
fishermen and women, our coastal communities 
and our environment.” 

On 17 December 2021, DG MARE announced the 
publication of its evaluation report on the 
implementation of the common fisheries policy (CFP) 
by the end of 2022, and opened a public stakeholder 
consultation that ran until 14 March 2022 (see press 
release). 

“My greatest ambition, if confirmed, would be to 
make the Green Deal a reality on the ground. A 
deal that works for oceans, for the environment 
and for our citizens who should be front and 
centre throughout.” 

On 11 December 2019, the Commission presented 
the ‘European Green Deal’ (COM(2019)0640), 
committing the Union to climate neutrality by 2050. 
This was complemented by the ‘EU biodiversity 
strategy for 2030’ (COM(2020)0380), proposing a new 
binding target of 30 % marine protected areas in EU 
waters by 2030, of which at least a third under stricter 
protection. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/energy-climate-change-environment/standards-tools-and-labels/products-labelling-rules-and-requirements/sustainable-products/ecodesign-sustainable-products_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/research-area/environment/circular-economy/plastics-circular-economy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/research-area/environment/circular-economy/plastics-circular-economy_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=celex:32019L0904
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12263-Reducing-packaging-waste-review-of-rules_en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0193(COD)&l=en
https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/news/2022-common-fisheries-policy-and-common-market-organisation-reports-your-opinion-counts-take-part-2021-12-17_en
https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/news/2022-common-fisheries-policy-and-common-market-organisation-reports-your-opinion-counts-take-part-2021-12-17_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1588580774040&uri=CELEX%3A52019DC0640
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1590574123338&uri=CELEX:52020DC0380
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Farm to fork strategy on sustainable food 

 “I want to invest in the potential of 
sustainable seafood to deliver farm to fork 
strategy on sustainable food. European seafood 
plays a major role in our diet. Our fishing fleet 
lands over 5 million tonnes, and aquaculture 
brings 1.4 million tonnes on to the market.” 

The ‘farm to fork strategy’ (COM(2020)0381), 
presented in May 2020, was lacking prominence and 
ambition as regards the potential contribution of the 
fisheries and aquaculture sector for a fair, healthy and 
environmentally friendly food system. It was failing to 
present a cross cutting approach including a strong 
seafood pillar and hence ensuring to be fairer, 
healthier and more respectful of the environment. 

“[…] I want to invest in the potential of 
sustainable seafood to deliver farm to fork 
strategy on sustainable food.” 

On 12 May 2021, the Commission adopted a 
communication entitled ‘Strategic guidelines for a 
more sustainable and competitive EU aquaculture for 
the period 2021 to 2030’ (COM(2021)0236). 

“One of the key things is [...] labelling, so that a 
consumer knows what he is buying and that the 
green label really means something.” 

A legislative proposal for a sustainable food labelling 
framework to empower consumers to make 
sustainable food choices was announced for 2024, as 
part of the farm to fork strategy (see COM(2020)0381, 
p. 20).

International ocean governance 

“On the high seas and pristine areas, like the 
Antarctic, we need new rules for conservation 
and sustainable use of biodiversity on the high 
seas.” 

The Commission continued to engage in the 
Intergovernmental Conference on an international 
legally binding instrument under UNCLOS on the 
conservation and sustainable use of marine biological 
diversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction (BBNJ), 
an important commitment under the external 
dimension of the EU biodiversity strategy for 2030. 
On 24 June 2022, the Commission published a Joint 
communication (JOIN(2022)28) on the “EU’s 
International Ocean Governance agenda” for setting 
the course for a sustainable blue planet. 

Illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing 

“And I will continue our fight against illegal, 
unregulated and unreported fishing.” 
“It is important to tackle illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing. So, I think this is the best 
way to spend resources: helping our partners, as 
well, fight with the causes, help them by giving 
best advice, by showing our best practices and 
having them on board, that’s the only way. Of 
course, the EU has a unique position to lead this 
way.” 

The European Green Deal (COM(2019)0640) states 
that: “The Commission will also take a zero-tolerance 
approach to illegal, unreported and unregulated 
fishing.” 
The farm to fork strategy (COM(2020)0381) stresses 
that: “The EU will apply zero tolerance in the fight 
against illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing and combat overfishing”; and that “The 
mandatory use of digitalised catch certificates shall 
strengthen measures to prevent illegal fish products 
from entering the EU market”. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0381
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2021:236:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0381
https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/publications/setting-course-sustainable-blue-planet-joint-communication-eus-international-ocean-governance-agenda_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1588580774040&uri=CELEX%3A52019DC0640
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0381
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WTO agreement on fisheries subsidies 

“I will work with the Trade Commissioner-
designate Phil Hogan to reach a global 
agreement on banning harmful fishery 
subsidies.” 

On 17 June 2022, after more than two decades 
of WTO negotiations, a partial multilateral 
agreement on banning harmful fisheries 
subsidies, as aimed for under UN Sustainable 
Development Goal 14.6, could be reached.  

New approach for a sustainable blue 
economy 

“I will also lead to develop a new approach for a 
sustainable blue economy.” 

On 17 May 2021, the Commission adopted a 
communication entitled ‘A new approach for a 
sustainable blue economy in the EU – Transforming 
the EU’s Blue Economy for a Sustainable Future’ 
(COM(2021)0240). 
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