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EU-China ties and Russia’s war on Ukraine 
 
EU officials say that the 23rd summit between the European Union and China on Friday 1 April will 
focus on Russia’s war on Ukraine, the engagement of the international community to support 
Ukraine, the dramatic humanitarian crisis created by the conflict, its destabilising nature for the 
international order and its inherent global impact. The meeting, to be conducted by video-
conference, is also expected to discuss bilateral issues and areas of shared interest, such as climate 
change, biodiversity and health, as well as ways to ensure a more balanced and reciprocal trade 
relationship. The EU is also likely to urge China to end its trade ban on imports from Lithuania, which 
followed the country’s decision to open a de facto Taiwan embassy in its capital. In recent years, 
China has become more of a rival for the EU than a declared strategic partner. 

This note gathers links to the recent publications and commentaries from many international think 
tanks on EU-China relations, the country’s attitude to the war on Ukraine and its policies on other 
issues. Analyses on the war and its implications can be found in a previous edition of the ‘What Think 
Tanks are Thinking’ series. 
 
 
China’s ‘enlightened authoritarianism’ as an alternative to liberal democracy 
Barcelona Centre for International Affairs, March 2022 
 
China can see the limits of bailing out Russia’s economy 
Bruegel, March 2022 
 
Six reasons why backstopping Russia is an increasingly unattractive option for China 
Bruegel, March 2022 
 
China offers Russia respite but not a solution 
Bruegel, March 2022 
 
Can China bail out Putin? 
Bruegel, March 2022 
 
China and Russia are joining forces to spread disinformation 
Brookings Institution, March 2022 
 
China’s choices and the fate of the post-post-Cold War era 
Brookings Institution, March 2022 
 
  

https://epthinktank.eu/2022/03/22/latest-analyses-of-russias-war-on-ukraine-what-think-tanks-are-thinking/
https://www.cidob.org/en/publications/publication_series/opinion/2022/china_s_enlightened_authoritarianism_as_an_alternative_to_liberal_democracy/(language)/eng-US
https://www.bruegel.org/2022/03/china-can-see-the-limits-of-bailing-out-russias-economy/
https://www.bruegel.org/2022/03/six-reasons-why-backstopping-russia-is-an-increasingly-unattractive-option-for-china/
https://www.bruegel.org/2022/03/china-offers-russia-respite-but-not-a-solution/
https://www.bruegel.org/2022/03/can-china-bail-out-putin/
https://www.brookings.edu/techstream/china-and-russia-are-joining-forces-to-spread-disinformation/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2022/03/08/chinas-choices-and-the-fate-of-the-post-post-cold-war-era/
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Ukraine presents opportunity to test China’s strategic outlook 
Brookings Institution, March 2022 
 
Caught between Russia and the West? China’s struggle for a position on Ukraine 
Bertelsmann Stiftung, March 2022 
 
The war in Ukraine: Troubling lessons for Taiwan 
American Enterprise Institute, March 2022 
 
Putin is creating the multipolar world he (thought he) wanted 
Egmont, March 2022 
 
Mapping China’s rise in the Western Balkans 
European Council on Foreign Relations, March 2022 
 
Let a thousand contacts bloom: How China competes for influence in Bulgaria 
European Council on Foreign Relations, March 2022 
 
The war in Ukraine: China walking amid the shrapnel 
European Policy Centre, March 2022 
 
Could China be a partner for the West in managing the Ukraine crisis? 
Foreign Policy Centre, March 2022 
 
Amid the turbulent international landscape, China and Europe must reinforce trust 
Friends of Europe, March 2022 
 
Keeping China out of the Ukraine conflict 
Friends of Europe, March 2022 
 
The China factor in Russia’s war: Implications for Europe 
German Council on Foreign Relations, March 2022 
 
China faces the consequences of supporting Russia 
German Marshall Fund, March 2022 
 
Watching China in Europe: March 2022 
German Marshall Fund, March 2022 
 
War in Ukraine: Asia takes sides 
Istituto per gli Studi di Politica Internazionale, March 2022 
 
What is China's position in the Russian-Ukrainian conflict? 
Institut français des relations internationales, March 2022 
 
China signals desire to improve ties with India, but is that what New Delhi wants? 
International Institute for Strategic Studies, March 2022 
 
  

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2022/03/01/ukraine-presents-opportunity-to-test-chinas-strategic-outlook/
https://globaleurope.eu/europes-future/caught-between-russia-and-the-west-chinas-struggle-for-a-position-on-ukraine/
https://www.aei.org/articles/the-war-in-ukraine-troubling-lessons-for-taiwan/
https://www.egmontinstitute.be/content/uploads/2022/03/spb156-sven.pdf?type=pdf
https://ecfr.eu/special/china-balkans/
https://ecfr.eu/publication/let-a-thousand-contacts-bloom-how-china-competes-for-influence-in-bulgaria/
https://www.epc.eu/en/Publications/The-war-in-Ukraine-China-walking-amid-the-shrapnel%7E466d4c
https://fpc.org.uk/could-china-be-a-partner-for-the-west-in-managing-the-ukraine-crisis/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/amid-the-turbulent-international-landscape-china-and-europe-must-reinforce-trust/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/keeping-china-out-of-the-ukraine-conflict/
https://dgap.org/sites/default/files/article_pdfs/dgap-analysis-2022-03-en.pdf
https://www.gmfus.org/news/china-faces-consequences-supporting-russia
https://www.gmfus.org/news/watching-china-europe-march-2022
https://www.ispionline.it/en/pubblicazione/war-ukraine-asia-takes-sides-34270
https://www.ifri.org/fr/espace-media/lifri-medias/position-de-chine-conflit-russo-ukrainien
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/analysis/2022/03/china-signals-desire-to-improve-ties-with-india-but-is-that-what-new-delhi-wants
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The rise of China and NATO’s new Strategic Concept 
NATO Defence College, March 2022 
 
China is too tied to the global economy to risk helping Russia 
Peterson Institute for International Economics, March 2022 
 
New technology restrictions against Russia could also target China 
Peterson Institute for International Economics, March 2022 
 
China bought none of the extra $200 billion of US exports in Trump's trade deal 
Peterson Institute for International Economics, March 2022 
 
Great power rivalry in a changing international order: Concepts and theories 
Rand Corporation, March 2022 
 
The dependence of China of Spain’s supply chains 
Real Instituto Elcano, March 2022  
 
China’s economic support for Russia is not a panacea 
Bruegel, February 2022 
 
How China’s investment in Middle East is evolving 
Bruegel, February 2022 
 
Learning the right lessons from Ukraine for Taiwan 
Brookings Institution, February 2022 
 
Germany and the trade conflict between Lithuania and China 
Centre for Eastern Studies, February 2022 
 
Ukraine is severe test of China’s new axis with Russia 
Chatham House, February 2022 
 
Russia’s escalation in Ukraine: Views from Asia 
European Council on Foreign Relations, February 2022 
 
Games changer: How China is rewriting global rules and Russia is playing along 
European Council on Foreign Relations, February 2022 
 
Europe’s role in promoting US-China arms control cooperation 
Hague Centre for Strategic Studies, February 2022 
 
The continued downturn of US-China relations and Beijing’s approach to the Ukraine crisis 
Istituto Affari Internazionali, February 2022 
 
Convaincre et contraindre Les interférences américaines dans les échanges technologiques entre 
leurs alliés et la Chine 
Institut français des relations internationales, February 2022 
 

https://www.ndc.nato.int/news/news.php?icode=1659
https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-economic-issues-watch/china-too-tied-global-economy-risk-helping-russia
https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-economic-issues-watch/new-technology-restrictions-against-russia-could-also-target
https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-economic-issues-watch/china-bought-none-extra-200-billion-us-exports-trumps-trade
https://www.rand.org/pubs/perspectives/PEA1404-1.html
https://www.realinstitutoelcano.org/en/analyses/the-dependency-on-china-of-spains-supply-chains/
https://www.bruegel.org/2022/02/chinas-economic-support-for-russia-is-not-a-panacea/
https://www.bruegel.org/2022/02/how-chinas-investment-in-middle-east-is-evolving/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2022/02/22/learning-the-right-lessons-from-ukraine-for-taiwan/
https://www.osw.waw.pl/sites/default/files/OSW_Commentary_424.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2022/02/ukraine-severe-test-chinas-new-axis-russia
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2022/02/ukraine-severe-test-chinas-new-axis-russia
https://ecfr.eu/article/russias-escalation-in-ukraine-views-from-asia/
https://ecfr.eu/article/games-changer-how-china-is-rewriting-global-rules-and-russia-is-playing-along/
https://hcss.nl/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/AC3-Europes-Role-in-Promoting-US-China-Arms-Control-Cooperation-HCSS-2022.pdf
https://www.iai.it/en/pubblicazioni/continued-downturn-us-china-relations-and-beijings-approach-ukraine-crisis
https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/velliet_convaincre_et_contraindre_2022.pdf
https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/velliet_convaincre_et_contraindre_2022.pdf
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China’s path to geopolitics: Case study on China’s Iran policy at the intersection of 
regional interests and global power rivalry 
Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, February 2022 
 
Chinas nukleare Aufrüstung betrifft auch Europa 
Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, February 2022 
 
In the electric vehicle race, China coming first 
Bruegel, January 2022 
 
How Chinese competition helps western conglomerates 
Bruegel, January 2022 
 
China’s bullying of Lithuania spurs European unity 
Carnegie Europe, January 2022 
 
Coercion with Chinese characteristics: How Europe should respond to interference in its internal 
trade 
European Council on Foreign Relations, January 2022 
 
How to counter Chinese interference: Keeping an eye on the geopolitical ball 
Friends of Europe, January 2022 
 
Lithuania, China and EU lawfare to counter economic coercion 
Centre for European Policy Studies, December 2021 
 
China’s approach to global economic governance 
Chatham House, December 2021 
 
China’s new military base in Africa: What it means for Europe and America 
European Council on Foreign Relations, December 2021 
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https://www.swp-berlin.org/en/publication/chinas-path-to-geopolitics
https://www.swp-berlin.org/en/publication/chinas-path-to-geopolitics
https://www.swp-berlin.org/en/publication/chinas-nukleare-aufruestung-betrifft-auch-europa
https://www.bruegel.org/2022/01/in-the-electric-vehicle-race-china-coming-first/
https://www.bruegel.org/2022/01/how-chinese-competition-helps-western-conglomerates/
https://carnegieeurope.eu/strategiceurope/86208
https://ecfr.eu/article/coercion-with-chinese-characteristics-how-europe-should-respond-to-interference-in-its-internal-trade/
https://ecfr.eu/article/coercion-with-chinese-characteristics-how-europe-should-respond-to-interference-in-its-internal-trade/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/how-to-counter-chinese-interference-keeping-an-eye-on-the-geopolitical-ball/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-publications/lithuania-china-and-eu-lawfare-to-counter-economic-coercion/
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2021/12/chinas-approach-global-economic-governance
https://ecfr.eu/article/chinas-new-military-base-in-africa-what-it-means-for-europe-and-america/
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