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 Committment State of play 

Youth and sport 

 “[...] Through our youth programmes (European 
Solidarity Corps, DiscoverEU), I will try to do as 
much as I can to promote the sustainability drive 
involving our youth.” 

On 17 November 2021, the Commission launched the 
call for proposals under the European Solidarity Corps 
(ESC) for 2022 that supports projects aiming to protect, 
conserve and enhance natural habitats and the 
environment, to raise awareness about environmental. 
sustainability and to enable behavioural changes. 

“[...] we shall introduce a European Child 
Guarantee to ensure children at risk of poverty or 
exclusion have access to most basic rights like 
healthcare and education.” 

The European Child Guarantee was adopted by the 
Council in June 2021. 

“[...] Grassroots contributions that we can make in 
sport [...] is where we should put our money and 
this is where we should help. One of my priorities 
will be reaping the benefits of sport as a uniting 
element of our society. ” 

On 23 September 2021, the Commission launched the 
HealthyLifestyles4all. Uniting aspects of sports and 
grassroots sport are also promoted through the 
European Week of Sport, the #BeActive Awards and 
other initiatives. 

Education 

“[...] We will work to make the European Education 
Area a reality and incentivise Member States to 
reform and modernise their education and 

In its communication of 30 September 2020, the 
Commission shared its renewed vision for the 
European Education Area, which, however, falls short of 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2021.464.01.0017.01.ENG
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1428&langId=en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/06/14/access-to-key-services-for-children-in-need-council-agrees-european-child-guarantee/
https://sport.ec.europa.eu/initiatives/healthylifestyle4all
https://sport.ec.europa.eu/initiatives/european-week-of-sport
https://sport.ec.europa.eu/initiatives/beactive-awards/beactive-awards-roll-of-honour
https://sport.ec.europa.eu/sport-in-the-eu
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0625
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training systems. [...] I will ensure we use the 
Erasmus+, the DiscoverEU and the European 
Solidarity Corps programmes to empower our 
youth and offer new mobility opportunities.” 

the more ambitious EP vision for a future European 
Education Area. The programmes Erasmus+ and the 
European Solidarity Corps have been included in the 
new European Education Area to empower youth and 
increase mobility opportunities. DiscoverEU is a new 
mobility initiative within the Erasmus+ programme. 

“[...] We need to create a European student card.” The European Student Card Initiative was included in 
the 2021 Erasmus + programme guide. The initiative is 
ongoing; however, it has not yet been deployed. 
Scaling-up of the European Student Card initiative 
makes also part of four flagship initiatives of the 
European Strategy for universities, as announced in the 
Commission’s higher education package of 18 January 
2022 . 

“[...] We need to build on the European university 
alliances.” 

The communication on the European Education Area 
emphasised that it would build on the experiences of 
the European Universities alliances. The higher 
education package launched by the Commission on 18 
January 2022, paved the way for a deeper transnational 
cooperation between  European universities (the 
package includes a Communication on a European 
strategy for universities and a proposal for a Council 
recommendation on building bridges for effective 
European higher education cooperation; this Council 
Recommendation was adopted on 6 April 2022). 

“[...] One of my main tasks will be to ensure the 
future [...] Erasmus+ Fund foster social inclusion 
[...].A joined-up approach in the implementation of 
Erasmus, DiscoverEU and the European Solidarity 
Corps programmes is essential.” 

The new Erasmus+ programme for 2021-2027 places a 
strong focus on inclusion. On 22 October 2021, the 
Commission adopted a new framework of inclusion 
measures of the Erasmus+ and European Solidarity 
Corps programmes 2021-2027. 

“[...] We can do more to support efforts to teach 
about EU.” 

In its communication on the European Education Area, 
the Commission commits to stimulate peer learning 
and the development of a European perspective in 
education. 

Skills 

“[...] In terms of skills, I think we have to do two 
things at the same time, we need to keep investing 
in skills for the job market and [...] there is [...] the 
question of soft skills.” 

In July 2020 the Commission adopted a new European 
Skills Agenda, focussing on necessary skills for jobs 
nowadays. No EU document is specifically devoted to 
soft skills. The European Skills Agenda includes an 
action ‘Skills for Life’. 

“[...] There are two things to do [...]: ‘upskilling’ [...] 
and bridging the skills gap.” 

The Commission’s communication on the European 
Education Area addresses the digital skills gap. Under 
the new Digital Education Action Plan, the Commission 

https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/
https://eusolidaritycorps.eupa.org.mt/
https://europa.eu/youth/discovereu_en
https://education.ec.europa.eu/levels/higher-education/european-student-card-initiative
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_365
https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/higher-education/european-universities
file:///C:%5CUsers%5Cisokolska%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CMicrosoft%5CWindows%5CINetCache%5CContent.Outlook%5CBC3T72ZK%5CScaling-up%20of%20the%20European%20Student%20Card%20initiative%20makes%20also%20part%20of%20four%20flagship%20initiatives%20of%20the%20European%20Strategy%20for%20universities,%20as%20announced%20in%20the%20Commission%E2%80%99s%20higher%20education%20package%20of%2018%20January%202022%20.
file:///C:%5CUsers%5Cisokolska%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CMicrosoft%5CWindows%5CINetCache%5CContent.Outlook%5CBC3T72ZK%5CScaling-up%20of%20the%20European%20Student%20Card%20initiative%20makes%20also%20part%20of%20four%20flagship%20initiatives%20of%20the%20European%20Strategy%20for%20universities,%20as%20announced%20in%20the%20Commission%E2%80%99s%20higher%20education%20package%20of%2018%20January%202022%20.
https://education.ec.europa.eu/document/commission-communication-on-a-european-strategy-for-universities
https://education.ec.europa.eu/document/commission-communication-on-a-european-strategy-for-universities
https://education.ec.europa.eu/document/proposal-for-a-council-recommendation-on-building-bridges-for-effective-european-higher-education-cooperation
https://education.ec.europa.eu/document/proposal-for-a-council-recommendation-on-building-bridges-for-effective-european-higher-education-cooperation
https://education.ec.europa.eu/document/proposal-for-a-council-recommendation-on-building-bridges-for-effective-european-higher-education-cooperation
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7937-2022-INIT/xx/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7937-2022-INIT/xx/pdf
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/ff1edfdf-8bca-11eb-b85c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_5402
https://education.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/document-library-docs/eea-communication-sept2020_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1223&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1223&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1223&langId=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0625
https://education.ec.europa.eu/
https://education.ec.europa.eu/
https://education.ec.europa.eu/focus-topics/digital-education/digital-education-action-plan
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promotes the development of a European digital 
education ecosystem that enhances digital skills. 

“[...] To accompany lifelong learning is a priority. 
We have to do it through a comprehensive set of 
instruments, the New Skills Agenda, Erasmus+ and 
the ESF.” 

The European Education area, in synergy with the new 
European Skills Agenda and other initiatives, has 
included lifelong learning strategies. 70% of the 
Erasmus+ budget will support mobility opportunities 
for all, in a lifelong learning perspective. 

Integration of migrants and refugees 

“[...] I intend to revisit the 2016 Action Plan on 
integration of migrants and refugees.”  

On 24 November 2020 the EC published the Action plan 
on Integration and Inclusion 2021-2027. 

New Pact on Migration and Asylum 

“[...] Delivering the New Pact on Migration and 
Asylum [...] is a tall order, [...]. This new pact must 
be cross-cutting and marry internal and external 
policies.”

On 23 September 2020 the EC published the New Pact 
on Migration and Asylum.  

“[...] we have to start keeping our emphasis on the 
reform of Dublin and the corresponding 
procedures but to unblock the situation, bring in all 
the other elements that combine the full picture: 
returns, new readmission agreements and 
arrangements, Schengen, borders.[...].”  

“[...] Than we have to review the Schengen 
proposal because internal freedom is linked to the 
way we protect our borders.” 

“[...] All proposals and initiatives of the new pact 
will be done with the aim – a parallel aim – of 
lifting internal border controls and returning to a 
fully-functioning Schengen area.” 

The New Pact on Migration and Asylum contains 
among others the following elements: 

• for the reform of Dublin the proposal for an asylum 
and migration management regulation;

• for the reform on asylum procedures the amended 
proposal for a REGULATION establishing a common 
procedure for international protection in the Union 
and repealing Directive 2013/32/EU;

• for returns, the New Pact lists the 2018 proposal for 
amending the Returns directive as key priority and 
proposes a EU return border procedure in the 
amended proposal for a REGULATION establishing 
a common procedure for international protection 
in the Union and repealing Directive 2013/32/EU 
and in section 2.5 of the Communication other 
measures to make the return system more 
effective. It also envisages a new strategy on 
voluntary returns and reintegration for Q 2 of 2021; 

• for cooperation on return and readmission, on 10 
February 2021, the EC issued a Communication.

On 14 December 2021, the Commission presented a 
proposal for a Regulation amending Regulation (EU) 
2016/399 (Schengen Border Code) on the rules 
governing the movement of persons across borders. 

On 22 June 2022 the Commission welcomed 
agreement of the Member States to start implementing 
a voluntary solidarity mechanism by offering 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/ff1edfdf-8bca-11eb-b85c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/pdf/action_plan_on_integration_and_inclusion_2021-2027.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/pdf/action_plan_on_integration_and_inclusion_2021-2027.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/new-pact-migration-and-asylum_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/new-pact-migration-and-asylum_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020PC0610&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020PC0610&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020PC0611&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020PC0611&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020PC0611&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020PC0611&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0609&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/pdf/10022021_communication_on_enhancing_cooperation_on_return_and_readmission_com-2021-56_en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2021%3A891%3AFIN
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_3970
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relocations, financial contributions and other measures 
of support to Member States in need. The Member 
States agreed on a negotiating mandate to start 
negotiations with the European Parliament on two key 
migration management tools: the revised Eurodac 
database and the Screening Regulation. 

On 2 June 2021 the Commission published a new 
Schengen Strategy along with a Proposal to revise the 
Schengen evaluation and monitoring mechanism, 
which was sent by the Council to the Parliament for 
consultation. The Commission has presented the first 
annual State of Schengen Report 2022 on 24 May 2022. 
The document identifies current challenges and 
recommends priority actions for the way forward as a 
starting point of the Schengen cycle. This cycle was 
established with the 2021 Schengen Strategy. On 2 
June 2022 the Commission convened the third 
Schengen Forum, a key component of the yearly 
Schengen Governance cycle. On 10 June 2022 the 
Council  adopted its general approach on the reform of 
the Schengen Borders Code. 

Creating pathways to legal migration 

“[...] I’m very happy to review our Blue Card 
proposal..[...] we have to continue these 
humanitarian corridors combined with 
resettlement, because this is another orderly way 
to bring in people legally.” 

In the communication on the New Pact the EC calls for 
a swift finalisation of negotiations on the BlueCard and 
recognises MS’ need for maintaining national schemes, 
thus abandoning its proposal for abolishing parallel 
national schemes, and eventually the BlueCard was 
adopted. 
In the communication on the New Pact, the EC calls for 
swift negotiations on the Framework Regulation on 
Resettlement and Humanitarian Admission. 
In the New Pact, the EC issues a Recommendation on 
legal pathways to protection in the EU, inviting MS to 
design national programmes for humanitarian 
admission. 
On 27 April 2022 the Commission adopted set of 
proposals on legal migration and presented 
Communication on Attracting skills and talent to the 
EU. To provide a more effective framework for legal 
pathways to the EU, the Commission is proposing to 
revise the Single Permit Directive and the Long-Term 
Residents Directive. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32013R0603
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32013R0603
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2020:612:FIN
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_2708
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/schengen-package_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021DC0277&qid=1631879015964
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_3445
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_3445
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/jha/2022/06/09-10/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2021%3A891%3AFIN&qid=1639757139340
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0609&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0609&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/commission_recommendation_on_legal_pathways_to_protection_in_the_eu_promoting_resettlement_humanitarian_admission_and_other_complementary_pathways.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/commission_recommendation_on_legal_pathways_to_protection_in_the_eu_promoting_resettlement_humanitarian_admission_and_other_complementary_pathways.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_2654
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_2654
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2022%3A657%3AFIN&qid=1651223944578
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2022%3A657%3AFIN&qid=1651223944578
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex%3A32011L0098
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=celex%3A32003L0109
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=celex%3A32003L0109
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European Security Union 

“ [...] my role is also to ensure that whatever we do 
in security respects fundamental rights. [...] This 
will also guide my work in implementing the 
interoperability proposals, which will be 
particularly important as we move to launch our 
new information systems.“ 

On 24 July 2020 the EC adopted EU Security Union 
Strategy 2020-2025. 

The New Pact on Migration and asylum has as a goal the 
full interoperability of IT systems (EC communication of 
23 September 2020, section 4.2), and on 23 November 
2020 presented a revised proposal for the Eurodac 
Regulation. 

On 11 March 2021, the Commission launched a public 
consultation on the digitalisation of visa procedures for 
travel within the EU. 

On 25 May 2022 the Commission adopted 
Communication on the Fourth Progress report on the 
implementation of the EU Security Union Strategy. 

Enhance EU’stability to prevent, detect and 
respond to hybrid threats  

“[...] I will promote a coordinated approach to 
protecting Europeans online, through the 
adoption of our Terrorist Online Content proposal, 
by inputting the Digital Services Act to come and 
by investing in the work of the EU Internet Forum.“ 

On 10 December 2020 political agreement reached on 
Terrorist Online Content proposal. 
On 9 December 2020 the EC adopted Counter 
Terrorism Agenda.On 15 December 2020 the EC 
proposed two legislative initiatives: the Digital Services 
Act (DSA) and the Digital Markets Act (DMA). Following 
the adoption of the Digital Services Package in the first 
reading by the European Parliament in July 2022, both 
texts now have to be adopted by the Council of the 
European Union. 
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