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This briefing follows up the commitments made by the commissioner since 2019. 

Commitment State of play 

Alleviating the regulatory burden for 
people and for business 

Applying the new ‘One In, One Out’ 
principle 

“[...]I will apply the ‘one in, one out’ principle, [...], 
meaning that every legislative proposal with a 
new burden for the users should be offset by an 
equivalent reduction elsewhere. This is 
particularly key for small and medium 
enterprises, and I will make sure that this new 
principle is applied in all areas. However, [...] I say 
a clear ‘no’ to a mechanical approach and to 
endangering our high standards, especially 
social and environmental.”  

The Commission introduced the ‘one in, one out 
approach’ as a pilot in the second half of 2021. It is 
now being fully implemented in 2022. The objectives 
of the approach are to ensure that regulation 
achieves benefits, is targeted, easy to comply with 
and does not add unnecessary regulatory burden. 

REFIT Platform 

Rebranding the REFIT Platform into a ‘Fit 
for the Future Platform’ 

“[...]I will propose that the REFIT Platform is 
rebranded to a ‘Fit for the Future Platform’. I am 
convinced that our legislation should be for 
instance, fit for e government and digital use. 
Regularly, I will report to Parliament on the 
platform’s findings.”  

The Fit for Future Platform is a high-level expert 
group that is helping the Commission in its efforts to 
simplify EU laws and to reduce related unnecessary 
costs. It is examining  whether existing laws can 
achieve their objectives efficiently as we  tackle new 
challenges such as digitalisation.  
The Commission is taking into account the Platform’s 
opinions to ensure EU laws help, not hinder, people 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_21_1902
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_21_1902
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-making-process/evaluating-and-improving-existing-laws/refit-making-eu-law-simpler-less-costly-and-future-proof_en
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and business, in particular small and medium-sized 
enterprises. It will also report on the Platform’s work 
in its Annual Burden Survey. These efforts are part of 
the Regulatory fitness and performance (REFIT) 
programme. 

Enhancing Public Consultations 

“[...]we will need to take out public consultations 
much more to our countries, to our regions, talk 
to professional associations, to make sure that 
we will have a better response in the future.”  

In July 2020 the Commission launched the new 
version of the Web portal “Have your say”.  This 
version makes it easier for the public to find on the 
portal the Commission initiatives they are most 
interested in, thanks to improved search 
functionalities.  
Recently four important public consultations were 
carried out by the  new portal : the consultation on 
the Digital Services Act: deepening the Internal 
Market and clarifying responsibilities for digital 
services;  the one concerning compulsory  licensing 
of patents; the consultation on Sustainable and 
Smart Mobility and the consultation on a New 
consumer agenda. 

Producing a yearly Foresight Report 

“[...] the President elect’s mission letter gives me 
mandate to prepare a yearly Foresight Report on 
the most relevant emerging trends. This Report 
will inform the State of the Union speech and our 
programming exercises. Based on it, I will 
champion strategic debates in the European 
Parliament as well as at the European Council. I 
want us to agree on transformative megatrends 
that we need to approach strategically and 
develop our long-term vision for Europe [...].”  

In 2020, the Commission published its first annual 
Strategic Foresight Report, introducing resilience as a 
new policymaking compass and outlining ways to 
embed strategic foresight into EU decision-making. In 
2021, the second Strategic Foresight Report focussed 
on the geopolitical dimension of resilience and 
identified 10 areas of action in which the EU could 
strengthen its open strategic autonomy and global 
leadership. 

The Commission adopted in June 2022 the new 2022 
Strategic Foresight Report – “Twinning the green and 
digital transitions in the new geopolitical 
context”.  The objective is maximising synergies and 
consistency between  climate and digital ambitions. 
The aim is to  strengthen EU  strategic autonomy and 
resilience face to  global challenges by 2050. 

Setting up the EU Network of Strategic 
Foresight  

“[...]We need to set up an EU Network of Strategic 
Foresight, bringing together the best of EU 
institutions and the Member States.”  

Announced in the Commission’s 2020 Strategic 
Foresight Report, the EU-wide Foresight Network of 
27 “Ministers for the Future” was launched in May 
2021, in close cooperation with the Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union.  
This Network builds on shared intelligence, analytical 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-making-process/evaluating-and-improving-existing-laws/refit-making-eu-law-simpler-less-costly-and-future-proof_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-making-process/evaluating-and-improving-existing-laws/refit-making-eu-law-simpler-less-costly-and-future-proof_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1240
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1240
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/Digital_Services_Act
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13357-Intellectual-property-revised-framework-for-compulsory-licensing-of-patents_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13357-Intellectual-property-revised-framework-for-compulsory-licensing-of-patents_en
https://vimeo.com/433898250/261ef0a560
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12464-A-New-Consumer-Agenda
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1240
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1240
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/strategic-planning/strategic-foresight/2021-strategic-foresight-report_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/strategic-foresight-report-2022_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/strategic-foresight-report-2022_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/strategic-foresight-report-2022_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/strategic-foresight-report-2022_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/ministers-future_en
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and foresight expertise from all Member States and 
the Commission and aims to develop synergies and 
favour strategic exchanges on forward-looking issues 
relevant to Europe’s future. Designated by each 
Member State, the Ministers for the Future meet 
informally at least once a year to discuss and agree 
with the Commission on the main priorities for the 
Commission’s strategic foresight agenda, including 
upcoming Strategic Foresight Reports, and their work 
feeds into the EU strategic programming.  
The work of the EU-wide Foresight Network is 
supported by a network of senior officials (so-called 
“foresight sherpas”) from national administrations, 
who meet at least twice a year to prepare the 
ministerial meetings, follow-up on their conclusions 
and cooperate on specific strategic topics in working 
groups called “foresight clusters”. Four foresight 
clusters are currently operating, each chaired by a 
Member State. 

Commitment to act on Parliament’s Article 
225 TFEU resolutions on legislative 
initiatives  

“[...] a Right of Initiative for the European 
Parliament that would mark the start of a new 
institutional era. As announced by the President 
elect, when the Parliament, acting by a majority 
of its Members, requests a legislative proposal, 
the Commission will respond with a legislative 
act, in full respect of the proportionality, 
subsidiarity and better law-making principles.” 

.... “Once a parliamentary resolution is adopted, 
I will ensure that the College of Commissioners 
holds a political discussion on the subject [...].”  

On the 18 adopted resolutions pursuant to article 225 
of the Parliament, the Commission followed up,  with 
a reply, on 15 of them.  

There was only one negative reply (no follow-up) in 
common agreement  because it was not necessary 
anymore – the one on the MFF contingency planning. 
The 3 months deadline to reply to the remaining two 
has not yet expired.   

Pledge to improve Commission’s handling 
of petitions 

“[...]As input from citizens to detect and, where 
appropriate, to act upon breaches of EU law, I 
will work closely with the Committee on 
Petitions throughout the year and of course, 
attend its presentation of the annual report...” 

The PETI Committee held an exchange of views with 
the Commissioner on 2 December 2021. Moreover, 
on 17 December 2021, the Commissioner was 
present in plenary for the debate on PETI ‘s Annual 
Report 2020 (Rapporteur Falca). The Commission has 
also provided a written follow-up to  the resolution on 
that Annual Report. 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0323_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0323_EN.html
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Timely responses from the Commission 

“If [...] you will just send us really the petitions for 
which the Commission can do something, and is 
responsible for, I’ll do my utmost that they will 
get a good answer in three months and you will 
have the Commissioners ready to be in your 
committee.” 

The Commission in the structured dialogue explained 
the efforts made to further improve the speed, 
quality, and pertinence of its contributions to the 
replies to petitioners’ concerns and its commitment 
to continue providing detailed responses to petitions 
and outlining possible solutions at European or 
national level. 

This includes the modernisation of the IT tools for 
handling petitions and streamlining the underlying 
procedures. In addition, Commissioners and high-
ranking officials have represented the Commission 
more and more often at the Committee’s meetings, 
especially when sensitive petitions were discussed. 
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