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This Briefing provides a pre-legislative synthesis of the positions of national, regional and local 
governmental organisations on the European Commission's recent initiative, 'Setting the course for 
a sustainable blue planet – Update on the international ocean governance agenda'. It forms part of 
an EPRS series offering a summary of the pre-legislative state-of-play and advance consultation on 
a range of key European Commission priorities during its five-year term in office. It seeks to present 
the current state of affairs, to examine how existing policy is working on the ground, and to identify 
best practice and ideas for the future on the part of governmental organisations at all levels of the 
European system of multilevel governance. 

Summary of findings 
This analysis of the positions of partner organisations at European Union (EU), national, regional and 
local levels suggests that they would like the following considerations to be reflected in the discussion 
on the forthcoming initiative on 'Setting the course for a sustainable blue planet – Update on the 
international ocean governance agenda'. 

There is an overall consensus that many environmental challenges pose a threat to the marine 
environment and require further action. The EU has had a profound impact on European oceans and 
coastal areas by adopting relevant legislation and providing funding for a number of projects 
contributing to their sustainability. EU support in addressing environmental challenges should be 
further enhanced. In addition, seas and oceans are seen as an important element of economic growth. 

A number of 'blue growth' measures are being developed by national, regional and local entities in 
order to explore this sometimes untapped potential in a way that can further contribute to their 
economic sustainability. Knowledge and innovation are prerequisites for ocean management and 
ensuring the long-term, sustainable development of maritime industries. 

Cross-border and global cooperation on ocean governance issues is taking place in various 
European and international fora and should be further reinforced. There is also broad consensus on 
the need to improve multi-level governance within EU Member States through the establishment 
of participatory bodies where institutions, research centres, NGOs and citizens can interact with each 
other. 
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1. State of play 
Oceans are an essential part of life on Earth: they store 97 % of our water and are home to 80 % of 
all life forms. They regulate the climate and produce more than half of the oxygen we breathe. The 
blue economy, encompassing all sectors related to oceans, seas and coasts, provides about 
4.5 million direct jobs in the EU. These sectors include traditional ones, such as fisheries, maritime 
transport and coastal tourism, as well as innovative ones, such as marine renewable energy and the 
blue bio-economy. However, human activities, both on land and at sea, threaten the health of our 
oceans. The effects of climate change result in rising water temperatures, acidification, flooding and 
loss of marine biodiversity. The combination with other man-made stressors, such as pollution and 
over-exploitation of marine resources, exacerbates the problem, posing a threat to the planet as a 
whole. 

The EU has a set of well-established policies to sustainably manage its marine waters. Its integrated 
maritime policy (IMP) is the overarching framework that provides a coherent approach to all sea-
related EU policies. The Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) can be regarded as its 
environmental pillar. Through a holistic approach to various pressures (such as eutrophication, 
damage to the seabed, marine litter, introduction of non-indigenous species and underwater noise), 
it aims to achieve 'good environmental status' in EU marine waters. A 2020 implementation report 
concluded that Member States did not adequately address all pressures on the marine environment. 
A second implementation cycle is ongoing and the directive will be reviewed by mid-2023. The 
implementation of two 2019 EU directives, one regarding the port reception facilities for the 
collection of waste from ships and one regarding the top 10 single-use plastics and discarded fishing 
gear, focuses more specifically on marine pollution. 

Maritime spatial planning (MSP) is identified by the IMP as an essential tool for managing maritime 
activities, avoiding spatial conflicts and fostering synergies. It is implemented through the MSP 
Directive, which required coastal Member States to develop MSP plans by March 2021. Increasing 
attention is being paid to the expansion of offshore renewable energy, an area in which Europe is a 
world leader. The offshore renewable energy strategy – a part of the European Green Deal – targets 
a capacity of 300 GW by 2050 (an almost 20-fold increase from the 16 GW at the end of 2021). A 
European Parliament 2021 resolution looked at the impact of offshore renewable energy on fisheries 
and urged the Commission and the Member States to ensure MSP plans guarantee the fair inclusion 
of fisheries. Designation of marine protected areas (MPAs) is another important spatial measure 
aimed at preserving ecosystems. MPAs may increase fish productivity, enhance resilience to the 
effects of climate change and enable greater carbon uptake. Under the Green Deal, the biodiversity 
strategy sets a target of 30 % MPAs in EU waters by 2030 (compared to around 11 % in 2020), a goal 
advocated and supported by the Parliament. 

The common fisheries policy (CFP), one of the long-standing EU policies, was thoroughly revised 
in 2013. This reform marked an important milestone and set the requirement that fish stocks be 
restored and maintained at levels capable of producing a maximum sustainable yield. The 'farm to 
fork' strategy, an important element of the Green Deal, addresses the challenges of sustainability in 
the food supply chain and notes that seafood and farmed fish generate a lower carbon footprint 
than land-based animal husbandry. As a concrete action under the strategy, the Commission 
updated the strategic aquaculture guidelines, offering Member States and stakeholders a common 
vision on how to tackle challenges such as access to space and water, licensing and animal health. 
The Parliament's Committee on Fisheries (PECH) is working on an own-initiative report on the 
aquaculture guidelines. There is also an ongoing review of the marketing standards for fishery and 
aquaculture products. The European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund (EMFAF) is the 
fund dedicated to fisheries, aquaculture, the blue economy and marine conservation, with other 
funds also providing support. 

The EU's international commitments, such as those made at the annual Our Ocean conferences, and 
the external dimension of its policies, including participation in regional fisheries management 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/646152/EPRS_IDA(2020)646152_EN.pdf
https://blueindicators.ec.europa.eu/access-online-dashboard
https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/ocean/blue-economy/marine-renewable-energy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/ocean/blue-economy/blue-bioeconomy-and-blue-biotechnology_en
https://www.ipcc.ch/srocc/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/121/integrated-maritime-policy-of-the-european-union
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/eu-coast-and-marine-policy/marine-strategy-framework-directive/index_en.htm
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1593613439738&uri=CELEX:52020DC0259
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/633180/EPRS_BRI(2019)633180_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/633180/EPRS_BRI(2019)633180_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/625115/EPRS_BRI(2018)625115_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/625115/EPRS_BRI(2018)625115_EN.pdf
https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/msp-eu/introduction-msp
https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/sectors
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32014L0089
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32014L0089
https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/msp-practice/countries
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2020:741:FIN
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://windeurope.org/intelligence-platform/product/wind-energy-in-europe-2021-statistics-and-the-outlook-for-2022-2026/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0338_EN.html
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/water/europes-seas-and-coasts/assessments/marine-protected-areas
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0380
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0380
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0277_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/114/the-common-fisheries-policy-origins-and-development
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/agricultural-and-biological-sciences/maximum-sustainable-yield
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0381
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0381
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2021:236:FIN
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/pech/home/highlights
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/2189(INI)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/file-marketing-standards-in-fishery-and-aquaculture-products
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652012/EPRS_BRI(2020)652012_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652012/EPRS_BRI(2020)652012_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/625190/EPRS_BRI(2018)625190_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/646152/EPRS_IDA(2020)646152_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/646152/EPRS_IDA(2020)646152_EN.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_2398
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organisations (RFMOs), make the EU a major global player in the shaping of ocean governance. The 
EU also plays an active role in new international agreements, such as the ongoing negotiations on a 
WTO agreement to prevent harmful fishery subsidies and a treaty for the conservation and 
sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction. 

In 2016, the Commission adopted a first communication on international ocean governance. It 
was an integral part of the EU's response to the UN sustainable development goals (SDGs), in 
particular SDG 14 on Life Below Water. The communication set out an agenda with 53 action points 
covering different areas, such as ocean partnerships, international guidelines (e.g. on MSP), 
capacity-building in ocean management and expansion of ocean knowledge (e.g. via cooperation 
on ocean research and data and through tools such as the marine service of the EU's Earth 
observation programme). 

In 2018, the Parliament adopted a resolution on the agenda, in which it called upon the Commission 
to set clear deadlines, put forward legislative proposals and publish a progress report. A 2019 
progress report took stock of the results and reported on further action. It was welcomed by the 
Council, which adopted conclusions on oceans and seas at the end of 2019, calling for increased 
policy action and recognising the global threats posed by climate change. The Parliament pointed 
out the EU's leading role in ocean governance through its resolution on the Green Deal and urged 
the Commission to give the deal a 'blue' dimension. An EU international ocean governance forum 
(IOG) bringing together experts, civil society, academia and decision-makers took place between 
April 2020 and April 2021 through a series of online dialogues, and was complemented by a targeted 
consultation. Shortly afterwards, a summary of the consultation and a report containing the IOG 
recommendations were published. These were followed by a Commission communication setting 
out a new approach for a sustainable blue economy, which also announced the update of the 
international ocean governance agenda. A Parliament resolution of May 2022 welcomed the new 
blue economy communication, stressing among other things the need for cooperation between the 
national, regional and local levels of government and for bilateral partnerships with third countries 
aimed at achieving the highest EU sustainability standards. 

Methodology 
The data for this briefing were obtained through: 

1 general requests for input from governmental organisations at all levels of 
government; and 

2 pro-active desk research, aimed at obtaining additional relevant input online. 

First, requests for input on key Commission priorities, among them the current Commission 
initiative, were sent to all the governmental organisations that are part of the network established 
by the Linking the Levels Unit in EPRS. This was done through the monthly newsletter The Link,1 
with calls sent each month between January and May 2022 to an expanding network that had over 
881 contacts by the end of that period. Second, pro-active desk research was carried out to gather 
further information from other governmental organisations online, as well as from the relevant 
literature accessed through the European Parliament library resources. This process took place from 
December 2021 to May 2022, with a view to closing identified analytical gaps over that period. 

This outreach strategy garnered 130 documents from governmental organisations, which were 
analysed for the purposes of this briefing. The findings of two Commission consultations were also 
taken into account. In 2020, the Commission launched a first consultation on international ocean 
governance. A document summarising the main findings of the consultation suggests that ocean 
protection ranked high on the list of topics, as did climate and biodiversity, tackling pollution, 
improving maritime spatial planning and promoting sustainable fisheries. Similar strong interest has 
been registered in a number of national, regional and local strategies and opinions on the 
management of the seas and oceans.  

https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/fisheries/international-agreements/regional-fisheries-management-organisations-rfmos_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)698842
https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/ocean/international-ocean-governance/protecting-ocean-time-action_nl
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=JOIN:2016:49:FIN
https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal14
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/goal-14-life-below-water/
https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/ocean/international-ocean-research-and-data_en
https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/ocean/international-ocean-research-and-data_en
https://marine.copernicus.eu/
https://www.copernicus.eu/en/about-copernicus
https://www.copernicus.eu/en/about-copernicus
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0004_EN.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=JOIN:2019:4:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=JOIN:2019:4:FIN
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/11/19/oceans-and-seas-threatened-by-climate-change-council-adopts-conclusions/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.html
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/frontpage/1469
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2b5d5085-6b55-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1
https://3rd-iog-forum.fresh-thoughts.eu/wp-content/uploads/sites/89/2021/04/IOG-recommendations-2021-WEB.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2021:240:FIN
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0135_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplibrary/en/about-us/ep-library-for-citizens
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2b5d5085-6b55-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1
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Contributions from EU advisory bodies as 
well as European regional networks were 
also taken into account. As part of its work 
on updating the communication on ocean 
governance (expected to be submitted in 
June 2022), the Commission launched 
another consultation outlining the related 
challenges such as climate change, 
pollution, biodiversity loss and sustainable 
use of resources. The consultation gathered 
52 opinions, mostly of NGOs and 
individuals. The authors of this briefing 
therefore considered it imperative to tap 
into additional sources of information 
through their own research of materials 
generated by the national, regional and 
local authorities. The collected information 
was analysed with a view to highlighting 
the main topics to be considered in the 
debates on the Commission initiative. The 
main findings of the collected documents 
are mentioned below. They are 
accompanied by an indication of the relevant sources and grouped around several major themes 
that emerged from the analysis: 

 protection of oceans and coastal areas; 
 blue growth policies and their potential; 
 investing in research, innovation and science; 
 the importance of European and global dimension in marine policies; 
 supporting and improving maritime governance. 

2. Positions of governmental organisations and advisory 
bodies to date 
Protection of oceans and coastal areas 
The growing demands on marine and coastal areas and the extensive use of marine resources have 
put them under increased pressure. Most of the documents gathered for the purposes of this paper 
mention the importance of sea and ocean protection and the need for solutions to the 
environmental challenges that oceans are facing. For instance, a European Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC) opinion states the need to preserve and restore the good status and biodiversity 
of the oceans and seas. This requires a major effort from all stakeholders. It also states that increased 
investment is needed in the management of aquatic environments and sanitation facilities. The 
EESC calls on the EU and other players in the blue bio-economy to come up with urgent action to 
combat climate change and its impacts. Fisheries, aquaculture and algae culture are crucial for 
increasing sustainable aquatic food production in the EU. Developing climate-resilient aquatic food 
systems requires further research and innovation prior to successful implementation. 

France's strategy for the littoral zones and the sea lists four main priority axes: achieving an ecologic 
transition for the littoral zones and the sea, developing a sustainable blue economy, achieving a 
good ecological state of the marine environment, and preserving the attractiveness of the coastline 
and the country's geopolitical influence. The strategy highlights issues such as the pressure exerted 
by climate change on the sea, the coastline and the coastal communities, the accelerated loss of 
biodiversity and the multiplication of health risks as well as the environmental and demographic 

Figure 1 – Levels of governmental organisations 
whose input is analysed in this briefing 

 

Source: EPRS. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13219-Setting-the-course-for-a-sustainable-blue-planet-an-update-of-the-international-ocean-governance-agenda_en
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/blue-bioeconomy-exploratory-opinion-request-finnish-presidency
https://mer.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/2021-03/17094_Strategie-nationale-pour-la-mer-et-le-littoral_fev2017.pdf
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pressure on the coastal strip. An attractive coastline is one where the natural environment is of a 
high quality, where the local ecosystems are more or less intact and traditional land use is widely 
practised. Improving the conservation of ecosystems and landscapes also implies an increase in 
their added value in economic terms. 

In its 2020 annual report, the Department of Fisheries and Marine Research of Cyprus mentions its 
main areas of activities. Control of fishing activities is carried out with special attention being paid 
to the traceability of fishery products. Particular attention is paid to training fishery products 
entrepreneurs to use technologies and to participate in the data collection system. The protection 
of marine life is done through various programmes such as the installation of artificial reefs for the 
protection and improvement of marine fauna and flora, mapping and evaluation of Poseidonia 
meadows and other important marine habitats, measures on climate change mitigation, investment 
in fishing vessels, promotion of environmentally sustainable, resource-efficient, innovative, 
competitive and knowledge-based aquaculture, stock assessment, fisheries research and upgrading 
of fishing shelters. 

Ireland's national development plan 2021-2030 includes action to tackle climate change, protect 
marine biodiversity, expand the circular economy and conserve the common water-, coastal- and 
marine resources of the country. It refers to an extensive programme of coastal protection and 
provides a number of measures to support smaller islands. It plans to protect approximately 23 000 
properties in threatened communities from river and coastal flood risk. Maritime services 
programmes will aid navigation, Coast Guard search and rescue operations and pollution 
prevention activities. The National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF) has a sectoral focus and 
addresses policies and objectives for marine activity and development. 

Sweden's maritime strategy provides for the drafting of specific strategies focused on export, re-
industrialisation and foodstuffs. It rests on three pillars: a balanced marine environment, 
competitive maritime industries and attractive coastal areas. It aims for a healthy and safe marine 
environment. Eutrophication, emissions that affect climate and atmosphere, as well as marine litter 
need to be dealt with at the source. Other measures include improving the environment through 
the use of clear economic policy incentives where forerunners are rewarded. Maritime spatial 
planning will be an important instrument for steering development and its main purpose will be to 
clarify how various marine and coastal areas can be used, which will make things easier for 
stakeholders that conduct or intend to conduct activities in these areas. The strategy states that the 
practices involving the extraction of minerals from the seabed can entail risks for the environment. 
More needs to be known about extraction, so there is reason to review the prospects for and 
consequences of marine-based extraction of sand, gravel and stone. Denmark's marine strategy 
focuses on tackling issues of biodiversity, non-indigenous species, fish stocks, marine food webs, 
eutrophication, sea floor integrity, hydrographical change, contaminants, marine litter and 
underwater noise. 

The Portuguese national ocean strategy 2021-2030 focuses on the importance of scientific 
knowledge, on the protection of the ocean, on the strength of traditional and emerging sectors of 
the blue economy, and on the valorisation of marine ecosystem services and the recognition of their 
role as vectors of sustainable development. The strategy is accompanied by 30 flagship actions. In 
Spain, a number of actions are taken to protect the coast, to tackle erosion problems, and to adapt 
to climate change and flooding. According to a Dutch reflection paper, climate mitigation is crucial 
and investment should be made in adapting to inevitable changes: higher temperatures, rising seas, 
fiercer storms, more unpredictable rainfall, and more acidic oceans. In its marine strategy, the 
Netherlands also lists a number of projects and priorities on ocean protection. Estonia mentions 
that it is important that measures are taken to protect fish stocks and to ensure that marine 
ecosystems activities are balanced and in line with the CFP. Bottom trawling in these areas must 
take account of stocks sustainability. Estonia also states that the EU's action plan should not only be 
limited to EU waters but also cover cooperation with third countries and international organisations 
in order to protect fish stocks and ensure their sustainable management. Research should be 

http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/dfmr/dfmr.nsf/page07_gr/pag07_gr?OpenDocument
https://assets.gov.ie/200358/a36dd274-736c-4d04-8879-b158e8b95029.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a4a9a-national-marine-planning-framework/
https://www.government.se/4ad6e7/contentassets/9e9c9007f0944165855630ab4f59de01/a-swedish-maritime-strategy--for-people-jobs-and-the-environment
https://mfvm.dk/fileadmin/user_upload/MFVM/Natur/Havstrategi/Danish_Marine_Strategy_II_UK.pdf
https://www.dgpm.mm.gov.pt/enm-21-30
https://www.dgpm.mm.gov.pt/_files/ugd/eb00d2_79ccc534a83a41ba9abdf6b06927a396.pdf
https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/costas/temas/proteccion-costa/
https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/costas/temas/proteccion-costa/estrategia-adaptacion-cambio-climatico/
https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/costas/temas/proteccion-costa/directiva-inundaciones/
https://www.permanentrepresentations.nl/permanent-representations/pr-eu-brussels/documents/publications/2019/11/25/dutch-reflection-on-the-green-deal
https://www.noordzeeloket.nl/publish/pages/151699/mariene_strategie_deel_1_actualisatie_2018_v2.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12953-Action-plan-to-conserve-fisheries-resources-and-protect-marine-ecosystems/F2324986_en
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conducted into various marine uses, including offshore wind farms and their potential effects on 
fish stocks in different areas and for different species. 

The Spanish region of Galicia notes that oceans are under great pressure due to human activity, 
overexploitation, illegal activities, and the strong impact of climate change and marine pollution. 
The impact of human activity (not just unregulated fishing) degrades the oceans. A number of 
challenges relate to fishing sustainability, food security, tourism and leisure activities; other 
challenges are posed by economic activities such as marine mining, which increase competition for 
space and exerts pressure on the environment. The new challenges require new measures and these 
cannot focus only on sectors – such as fishing, aquaculture and the marine foods industry – that are 
already being monitored and regulated. The EU should provide solutions for climate change in all 
legal/institutional frameworks addressing all types of pollution. Galicia asks for global action for the 
effective conservation of biodiversity and supports the sustainable use of resources following the 
principles of the EU's sustainable blue economy. It also calls for synergies with other EU strategies 
such as the maritime security strategy and insists on continued support for coastal communities, 
which are heavily reliant on fishing for their livelihood. 

The region of Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur supports initiatives aimed at improving knowledge of 
marine and coastal ecosystems, as well as marine environment management policies aimed at 
preserving, rehabilitating and enhancing marine biodiversity (ecological restoration of coastal beds, 
development of organised mooring areas). It implements coastal adaptation to the effects of climate 
change. The region of Mecklenburg – Vorpommern implements various measures to protect the 
coastal areas and sea waters. Various concerns are reconciled with water protection: those of 
shipping and ports, fisheries, agriculture and 
industry, offshore activities, gravel and sand 
mining. The regional sustainable 
development strategy of Liguria is based on 
the UN SDGs but also covers maritime issues. 
In 2020, the Ligurian Regional Council 
adopted the region's marine and coastal 
environment protection plan covering various 
maritime themes. A new atlas of marine 
habitats of Liguria has also been developed. 
For the Greek region of the South Aegean, 
protecting the sensitive environment of its 
islands constitutes a major priority. Various 
projects on treating water sewage, protecting 
the coasts and addressing coastal erosion are 
part of the operational planning of the region. 
In its sustainable development strategy, the region of Sardegna invests in the UN SDGs and 
mentions efforts for the conservation and use the oceans, seas and the marine resources for 
sustainable development. The region also has its own coastal management programme and 
monitoring of sea water quality. Furthermore, the Spanish city of Palma, alongside other 
Mediterranean cities, took part in an EU programme for the circular economy, focused, among other 
things, on reducing plastic waste. 

Blue growth policies and their potential 
With balanced development and an active policy for dealing with environmental challenges, the 
potential of the maritime sector can be realised further. An opinion written by the European 
Committee of the Regions (CoR) stresses that vibrant oceans are a prerequisite for a thriving blue 
economy, and that the blue economy must function within ecological boundaries. Sustainable 
management of oceans should be a key priority based on knowledge, awareness-raising and cross-
border cooperation. The CoR urges the Commission to make greater use of regions, their smart 

Image 1 – Protecting the seas should become 
a key priority 

 

© Romolo Tavani / Adobe Stock 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13219-Setting-the-course-for-a-sustainable-blue-planet-an-update-of-the-international-ocean-governance-agenda/details/F2820628_en
https://www.maregionsud.fr/la-region-en-action/amenagement-et-developpement-durable/mer-et-littoral
https://www.regierung-mv.de/Landesregierung/lm/Umwelt/Wasser/Kuestenschutz/
https://www.regierung-mv.de/Landesregierung/lm/Umwelt/Wasser/Meeresumweltschutz/
https://www.regione.liguria.it/components/com_publiccompetitions/includes/download.php?id=46489:strategia-regionale-per-lo-sviluppo-sostenibile.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://www.regione.liguria.it/homepage/ambiente/item/29019-piano-tutela-ambiente-marino-costiero-ambiti16-17-18.html
https://www.regione.liguria.it/open-data/opendata-per-argomento/opendata-cat-ambiente/item/32665-nuovo-atlante-degli-habitat-marini-della-liguria.html
https://pepna.gr/sites/default/files/Ypovoli_PeP_Notioy_Aigaioy_03112021_sfc2021.pdf
https://delibere.regione.sardegna.it/protected/57127/0/def/ref/DBR57095/
http://www.sardegnaambiente.it/coste/conservatoriacoste/
http://www.sardegnaambiente.it/index.php?xsl=1475&s=39&v=9&c=8188&na=1&n=10&nodesc=2
https://medcities.org/the-european-project-incircle-eliminates-more-than-400-000-plastic-bottles-in-palma-to-move-toward-a-sustainable-and-circular-tourism/
https://cor.europa.eu/EN/our-work/Pages/OpinionTimeline.aspx?opId=CDR-3054-2021
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specialisation strategies and their economic ecosystems in order to set up Europe-wide cooperation 
networks capable of competing with international players. In another opinion, the EESC focuses on 
the blue bioeconomy, arguing that it involves economic activities and value creation based on 
sustainable and smart use of renewable aquatic resources and the related expertise. Despite the 
potential of the blue bioeconomy to foster business, its uptake in Europe is still rather modest. The 
EESC suggests that the blue bioeconomy should become a flagship not only of the EU's internal 
policy but also of its cooperation policies with neighbouring countries, as well as spurring efforts 
towards the achievement of the UN SDGs and the COP 21 goals of the Paris Agreement. 

Greece's comprehensive 
strategy on the insular territory 
mentions among others the 
importance of investing in islands 
with a focus on port policy 
(seaports, critical energy 
infrastructure, water resources 
management and shipping) and 
maritime transport. It also seeks 
to enhance the islands' 
competitiveness 
(entrepreneurship, productive 
standards, maritime surveillance 
and maritime safety strategy, 
blue professions), employment 
and investment in the blue 
economy, institutional 
empowerment, digital 
governance and technical 
support for actions, especially those carried out in small islands. Croatia's maritime development 
strategy mentions policies focused on ensuring that economic activity at sea and in the coastal area 
develops in a sustainable way. Its aim is to strengthen the influence of the Croatian maritime sector 
on the European and world markets as well as to assess the exceptional geographical position of the 
Adriatic Sea and its ecological characteristics. It aims at fostering the development of high 
technologies and services in the maritime sector based on traditional knowledge, tourism and port 
specialisation. Other aims include contributing towards increasing the gross tonnage of the 
Croatian fleet, towards improving island connectivity with the mainland and between islands, and 
towards reducing the incidence of marine pollution from maritime facilities. 

The French strategy mentions that the development of the blue economy must be a source of 
added value and jobs, particularly for coastal populations, and that it must cover strategic needs of 
the national economy by ensuring the supply of raw materials, energy, transportation and 
communication. At the territorial level, the French strategy aims to maintain and develop a 
productive economy that contributes to the strengthening of the economic, social and 
demographic dynamic environment. 

For Sweden, strengthening fish stocks and maintaining them at a sustainable long-term level is a 
priority. There is growth potential in aquaculture, provided that the farming of fish and shellfish can 
be conducted with the least possible impact on the aquatic environment. Market opportunities 
should be utilised and the development of maritime industries needs to progress in a sustainable 
way. The farming of micro- and macro-algae also has high development potential. Leisure and 
tourism opportunities are also mentioned: maritime cultural heritage and culinary tourism, 
recreational boating, prolongation of the tourism season. Swedish coastal areas must remain 
attractive places to visit and to live and work in. The Dutch reflection paper on the European Green 
Deal mentions that the blue economy should be an integral part of maritime policy, and that further 

Image 2 – Coastal and insular areas have enormous 
untapped potential 
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https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/blue-bioeconomy-exploratory-opinion-request-finnish-presidency
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https://mmpi.gov.hr/more-86/projekti-113/strategija-pomorskog-razvitka/15768
https://mmpi.gov.hr/more-86/projekti-113/strategija-pomorskog-razvitka/15768
https://mer.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/2021-03/17094_Strategie-nationale-pour-la-mer-et-le-littoral_fev2017.pdf
https://www.government.se/4ad6e7/contentassets/9e9c9007f0944165855630ab4f59de01/a-swedish-maritime-strategy--for-people-jobs-and-the-environment
https://www.permanentrepresentations.nl/permanent-representations/pr-eu-brussels/documents/publications/2019/11/25/dutch-reflection-on-the-green-deal
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cooperation with regional clusters and research institutions should be envisaged. Environmental 
and social sustainability should be at the core of the blue economy. It is important for European 
fishermen to be able to earn their living while also contributing to the fight against climate change. 
Ensuring a strong human capital agenda for the blue economy, while also enabling further 
innovation across all of its sectors, is yet another imperative. The fishermen's role should be 
transformed, e.g. by shifting from quota per species towards an ecosystem approach. 

Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur supports the development of the fishing, aquaculture and seafood 
processing sectors through a number of measures, while at the same time promoting the 
sustainable exploitation of fisheries resources. Boating is a major sector of the regional economy. 
Projects bringing economic, social and cultural life to ports are supported within the framework of 
the Charter of Yachting and Fishing Ports. The region aims to modernise its marinas and fishing ports 
as a way to promote employment and support businesses, but also to enhance its natural and 
cultural heritage, support socio-cultural activities and integrate ports into the life of the cities. The 
Clean Ports project aims to improve the environmental management of marinas and fishing ports 
and thereby obtain European 'Clean Harbours' certification. In addition, the region of Nouvelle-
Aquitaine is creating a roadmap that will help to develop and structure its nautical and naval sectors 
for the years to come. Normandy's maritime strategy envisages developing the region's maritime 
economy through activities focused on its ports, marine energy, fisheries, and aquaculture, but also 
through support to existing and emerging economies in the areas of cruise tourism and resource-
based circular economies. Moreover, the strategy envisages support for the professional orientation 
and vocational training of personnel to meet the needs of the port, fishing and naval industries. It 
aims at ensuring sustainable development of all aspects of life along the Normandy coastline. 

The blue growth strategy of the municipality of Piraeus refers to the United Nations 2030 Agenda 
and SDG 14 – Life Below Water. It furthermore dwells on the European dimension of blue growth 
and on national and local-level development policies aimed at bringing renewal to the port and 
municipality of Piraeus. Interventions would mostly focus on governance and sustainability of the 
strategy for blue growth, development of skills and knowledge related to the blue economy, blue 
entrepreneurship and innovation, smart infrastructure for blue growth and marketing, international 
networking, information and awareness. For the region of the south Aegean, key priorities include 
improving the accessibility of islands and working for the promotion of blue growth and 
diversification of tourist products. Crete suggests increasing investment in research by incentivising 
fishermen and aquaculturists to implement innovative solutions that would diminish the polluting 
effect of their activities. This would require modernising the fishing fleet, ports and aquaculture 
infrastructure on a massive scale, transforming the fisheries/aquaculture sectors into more attractive 
workplaces for young people as well as strengthening gender equality in them. 

Catalonia focuses on maritime tourism, professional fisheries, aquaculture, recreational fishing, 
maritime recreational and sporting activities, shipbuilding and two emerging sectors: offshore wind 
energy and maritime biotechnology. Its strategy is focused on four areas: ensuring the sustainable, 
integrated and harmonious development of the blue economy, maintaining fully functional and 
resilient marine ecosystems, improving the quality of life of citizens, and putting in place an 
innovative governance framework. Based on feedback received from the Sustainable Development 
Agency in Puglia, the region has a plan for redeveloping the area surrounding the city of Taranto, 
starting with the de-carbonisation of the local steel plant in the effort to reinvent the city's image as 
one linked to the sea and the blue economy. 

Investing in research, innovation and science 
The importance of investing in research, innovation and science on oceans and the seas is widely 
mentioned by the documents collected for the purposes of this briefing. Areas of technological 
expertise and scientific excellence are also mentioned in various cases. For instance, an EESC opinion 
states that joint efforts between universities, research centres, NGOs and the fishing sector are 
needed to develop new added value products from fish by-products and waste materials. New 

https://www.maregionsud.fr/la-region-en-action/amenagement-et-developpement-durable/mer-et-littoral
https://entreprises.nouvelle-aquitaine.fr/actualites/une-feuille-de-route-pour-les-industries-nautiques-et-navales
https://entreprises.nouvelle-aquitaine.fr/actualites/une-feuille-de-route-pour-les-industries-nautiques-et-navales
https://www.normandie.fr/strategie-maritime
https://piraeus.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/galazia-anaptixi-2018-web-v2.pdf
https://pepna.gr/sites/default/files/Ypovoli_PeP_Notioy_Aigaioy_03112021_sfc2021.pdf
https://www.cretapost.gr/689752/symmetochi-tis-periferias-kritis-sto-politiko-grafio-tis-cpmr-gia-ti-viosimi-galazia-ikonomia/?fbclid=IwAR2njVsz0afdO9hy_8InlPM58KLyDH5N-ppAU8piTzGFhkiDIe4wvcZ-qpo
http://agricultura.gencat.cat/web/.content/08-pesca/politica-maritima/enllacos-documents/fitxers-binaris/ESTRATEGIA-MARITIMA-2030-Pla-2018-2021_EN.pdf
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/blue-bioeconomy-exploratory-opinion-request-finnish-presidency
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financing instruments are needed to promote technological innovations and services. Restoring the 
biodiversity of the seas, lakes and rivers will open up new opportunities for businesses, including for 
family and small businesses on local markets. The EU is called upon to promote awareness-raising, 
education and training incorporating research and the exploitation and transfer of the know-how 
of communities in coastal areas, enabling respectful management of the environment and the 
creation of European training networks in this field.  

Knowledge and innovation are an important element of the Swedish strategy, as are the promotion 
of functional rules and the simplification of rules. To ensure development within areas such as 
energy, it is essential to give the industry good opportunities to test new technology and new 
processes. Cooperation and clusters at local and regional level are also important conditions for 
growth and development. The Dutch government supports the use of new technologies, such as 
innovative fisheries, and plans to work on bringing these technologies to scale. It also plans to 
prioritise research into cumulative effects of human uses of the sea, and research into possibilities 
to mitigate those effects. According to the Irish national development plan 2021-2030, the data and 
knowledge gathered under INFOMAR, Ireland's national marine mapping programme, are used in a 
range of areas, including: marine safety and charting; offshore energy; aquaculture; coastal 
protection; environmental protection; shipwreck heritage; marine tourism, emerging blue carbon 
analyses and research. 

Catalonia's strategy mentions an innovative governance framework to drive the strategy and 
guarantee its operability through fully developed and consolidated management and co-

management participation mechanisms, 
excellence in scientific advice for 
management, and use of spatial planning as a 
tool to achieve an integrated maritime policy. 
Galicia, for its part, insists that the common 
fisheries policy should be reinforced in new 
fields such as: strengthening adaptive 
management for Covid-19-resilient ocean 
governance, promoting interdisciplinary 
research, strengthening the links between 
policy and knowledge, continuously 
observing the oceans to improve the 
knowledge system and its translation into 
evidence-based policies. The Provence-
Alpes-Côte d'Azur region supports entities 
that implement innovative systems 
promoting the development of new sectors 
(renewable marine energies, biotechnologies, 
ecological restoration, depollution of port 
sediments, etc.). 

The importance of European and global dimension in marine 
policies 
Many documents analysed tend to mention the importance of the European and the global 
dimensions in the preservation of the oceans. National, regional and local strategies mention the 
CFP as well as various EU funds and EU-funded projects. In addition, they make numerous references 
to the United Nations 2030 Agenda and the UN SDGs as well as the work of regional transnational 
fora. One example of multilateral cooperation takes place within the Baltic Marine Environment 
Protection Commission – also known as the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM) – which is an 
intergovernmental organisation and a regional sea convention in the Baltic Sea area. HELCOM has 
10 contracting parties, namely Denmark, Estonia, the European Union, Finland, Germany, 

Image 3 – Future research may unlock the 
secrets of the oceans 
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https://www.permanentrepresentations.nl/permanent-representations/pr-eu-brussels/documents/publications/2019/11/25/dutch-reflection-on-the-green-deal
https://assets.gov.ie/200358/a36dd274-736c-4d04-8879-b158e8b95029.pdf
http://agricultura.gencat.cat/web/.content/08-pesca/politica-maritima/enllacos-documents/fitxers-binaris/ESTRATEGIA-MARITIMA-2030-Pla-2018-2021_EN.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13219-Setting-the-course-for-a-sustainable-blue-planet-an-update-of-the-international-ocean-governance-agenda/details/F2820628_en
https://www.maregionsud.fr/la-region-en-action/amenagement-et-developpement-durable/mer-et-littoral
https://helcom.fi/about-us/
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Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia and Sweden. In its 2021 update of the Baltic Sea action plan, 
HELCOM mentions a number of its priorities and activities in the field of biodiversity, eutrophication, 
hazardous substances and litter, climate change, maritime planning, knowledge exchange and 
awareness raising. The common maritime agenda for the Black Sea, of which Bulgaria and Romania 
are members, is yet another example of a regional interaction. The Union for the Mediterranean 
(UfM) is an intergovernmental institution bringing together all EU countries and 15 countries of 
the southern and eastern Mediterranean to promote dialogue and cooperation. Various EU 
countries also participate in the EU strategy for the Baltic Sea region and the EU strategy for the 
Adriatic and Ionian region. EU countries and their regions also participate in a number of cross-
border, interregional and transnational EU-funded projects through Interreg. 

The EU, through its directives and initiatives, has been highly instrumental in shaping the marine 
policies of its Member States. For instance, Italy's sea strategy is modelled on the MSFD. Italian 
policy-makers in this field also took into account further European priorities and directives. This 
decision introduces, among other things, the obligation to define, both at EU and regional or sub-
regional level, quantitative threshold values for each criterion identified within its qualitative 
descriptors. A very similar process was also documented in Spain and Greece. The Polish maritime 
policy is also conditioned and defined by the EU's integrated maritime policy. For Sweden, European 
and international cooperation is important. The government intends to make it easier for maritime 
industries to make use of the financing instruments that are activated within the framework of the 
EU integrated maritime policy and blue growth strategy. Continued work with EU countries around 
the Baltic Sea and the North Sea will be a priority in order to create good conditions for maritime 
industries. The creation of an integrated marine/ocean energy strategy for the EU, including pilot 
projects, while at the same time maintaining support for regional initiatives such as North Seas 
Offshore energy cooperation is an imperative of the Dutch government. The guiding principles of 
the Portuguese national ocean strategy are aligned with the United Nations 2030 Agenda, the 
European Climate Pact, the European Union's integrated maritime policy, the CFP, and the recent 
documents presented by the Commission: the biodiversity strategy for 2030, the 'farm to fork' 
strategy, and Mission Starfish 2030: Restore our Ocean and Waters. Ireland's national development 
plan 2021-2030 points out that the country's European maritime and fisheries fund programme 
2014-2020 awarded the last of its €240 million budget in 2021. The new seafood development 
programme 2021-2027 will be launched in 2022 with €142 million in EU funds and matching funds 
from the government. The seafood development programme will assist seafood enterprises in the 
fisheries, aquaculture and seafood processing sectors to adapt to the impacts of Brexit and Covid-
19, increase seafood output, add value to seafood products, enhance the competitiveness of 
seafood enterprises and develop their markets. 

The Central Denmark region's development strategy 2019-2030 mentions that this strategy is 
based on the 17 UN SDGs. The world's oceans – their temperature, chemistry, currents and life – 
drive global systems that make the Earth habitable for human kind. Managing this vital resource 
plays a major role for humans but also for alleviating the consequences of climate change. 
Overfishing and ocean pollution are among the challenges identified. In its operational planning, 
the Greek region of the south Aegean takes into account the steps involved in the promotion of 
blue growth as laid out in the Commission communication on transforming the EU blue economy 
for a sustainable future, as it is also a priority for Greece in its EUSAIR macro-regional strategy. The 
MSFD is also mentioned and the importance of LIFE projects pointed out. The region of 
Mecklenburg – Vorpommern also aims to update the measures for the German North Sea and Baltic 
Sea waters for the 2022-2027 period in order to implement the MSFD. The Normandy region 
mentions that it benefits of various European funds that are of relevance to its maritime strategy 
(ERDF, EMFAF, Interreg). The region of western Greece takes part in Interreg projects and aims to 
strengthen the blue growth dimension of the EUSAIR strategy. 

https://helcom.fi/media/publications/Baltic-Sea-Action-Plan-2021-update.pdf
https://blackseablueconomy.eu/sites/default/files/common_maritime_agenda_for_the_black_sea_final_1.pdf
https://ufmsecretariat.org/
https://www.balticsea-region-strategy.eu/
https://www.adriatic-ionian.eu/
https://www.adriatic-ionian.eu/
https://interreg.eu/
https://www.certifico.com/ambiente/documenti-ambiente/257-documenti-riservati-ambiente/12944-strategia-italiana-per-il-mare
https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/costas/temas/proteccion-medio-marino/estrategias-marinas/eemm_introduccion.aspx
https://ypen.gov.gr/perivallon/ydatikoi-poroi/thalassia-stratigiki/
https://www.gov.pl/web/infrastruktura/polityka-morska
https://www.gov.pl/web/infrastruktura/polityka-morska
https://www.government.se/4ad6e7/contentassets/9e9c9007f0944165855630ab4f59de01/a-swedish-maritime-strategy--for-people-jobs-and-the-environment
https://www.permanentrepresentations.nl/permanent-representations/pr-eu-brussels/documents/publications/2019/11/25/dutch-reflection-on-the-green-deal
https://www.dgpm.mm.gov.pt/enm-21-30
https://assets.gov.ie/200358/a36dd274-736c-4d04-8879-b158e8b95029.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/200358/a36dd274-736c-4d04-8879-b158e8b95029.pdf
https://www.rm.dk/siteassets/regional-udvikling/ru/engelsk-hjemmeside/cdr-and-un-sdgs/p_udviklingsstrategi---uk.pdf
https://pepna.gr/sites/default/files/Ypovoli_PeP_Notioy_Aigaioy_03112021_sfc2021.pdf
https://www.regierung-mv.de/Landesregierung/lm/Umwelt/Wasser/Meeresumweltschutz/
https://www.normandie.fr/strategie-maritime
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Supporting and improving maritime governance  
The CoR stresses that in the field of fisheries, local and regional authorities are often responsible for 
the authorisation procedure and for managing and providing support to small and medium-sized 
enterprises operating on their territory, thus building up extensive experience in these areas. This 
proximity to the sector provides experience that must be recognised, coordinated and put to good 
use. Information gathered from a number of national local and regional governments for this 
analysis indicates that they share this point of view. 

According to the region of Galicia, monitoring of the oceans should not be done by government 
bodies and NGOs only. Traditional economic sectors, small communities and regions should be 
involved in the debate on the challenges and the efforts to strengthen governance, and they should 
just as well as be involved in the monitoring of the oceans. The CPMR states that the coastal, island 
and outermost regions of the EU, which are often interlinked with their external neighbourhoods, 
should play a key role in maritime governance, promoting sustainable fishing, combating illegal 
fishing and developing their communities through links with other economic sectors such as 
tourism and culture. It also points out that regions are still too little involved in the work of the 
advisory committees. The Parliament of the Sea, led by the Hauts-de-France, intends to bring 
together the regional maritime community and allow dialogue, consultation and mutual 
understanding between its members, promote the achievements of maritime players, support the 
development of maritime economy sectors to boost job creation, promote sustainable 
management of coastal risks in a logic of adaptation to climate change and strengthen the maritime 
culture of the inhabitants. Catalonia's strategy envisions a society close to the sea and to maritime 
activities, a local and social economy rooted in the maritime sector, social recognition for the role 
played by women in this sector and encouragement of their involvement in it. The strategy also 
mentions the role of governance bodies. In the Swedish maritime strategy, public players, such as 
government agencies, county councils, regions and municipalities, can join players in the area of 
education and research to help realise the potential of the maritime sector. The strategy aims to 
update and renew the support that is available for municipal maritime planning. 

The Fisheries Local Action Groups (FLAGS) supported by the EU are a key tool in terms of bringing 
together local players for a common territorial strategy. They agree the scope of action to be 
pursued in order to achieve the key territorial objectives, following a socio-economic analysis of the 
territory and a community-led decision-making process. FARNET is the network of experts 
implementing community-led local development (CLLD). The Farnet magazine provides 
information on a number of innovative blue growth and environmental local and regional projects. 

3. Analysis of governmental organisations' positions 
Documents collected from national, regional and local bodies mention a number of environmental 
challenges that require concrete and immediate action. Efforts should continue in order to restore 
and protect the marine environment through actions aimed at reversing biodiversity loss, removing 
pollution and tackling sources of ocean pollution. Measures to improve the sustainability of fisheries 
and fish catches are also combined with strategies aiming to reduce the environmental impact on 
coasts and oceans (e.g. reduction of plastic waste). 

On the other hand, seas and oceans are also seen as an element of economic potential that in 
certain cases remains underexplored or even undervalued. A number of blue growth measures are 
developed by national, regional and local entities in order to explore this untapped potential that 
can contribute to the economic sustainability of regions and cities that lie – in many cases – in the 
periphery of the EU. The fragility of certain communities that live by the sea (insularity, 
peripheral/border dimension, seasonality of activities, fragile ecosystems) is mentioned in a number 
of cases. Strengthening elements of social inclusion, environmental protection, education and 
training in blue economy activities is also seen as a prerogative. 

https://cor.europa.eu/EN/our-work/Pages/OpinionTimeline.aspx?opId=CDR-3054-2021
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13219-Setting-the-course-for-a-sustainable-blue-planet-an-update-of-the-international-ocean-governance-agenda/details/F2820628_en
https://cpmr.org/wpdm-package/cpmr-policy-paper-roadmap-action-plan-preservation-fisheries-resources-may-2021/?wpdmdl=29365&refresh=625ff68db93ac1650456205&ind=1625229886512
https://parlementdelamer.hautsdefrance.fr/le-parlement/
http://agricultura.gencat.cat/web/.content/08-pesca/politica-maritima/enllacos-documents/fitxers-binaris/ESTRATEGIA-MARITIMA-2030-Pla-2018-2021_EN.pdf
https://www.government.se/4ad6e7/contentassets/9e9c9007f0944165855630ab4f59de01/a-swedish-maritime-strategy--for-people-jobs-and-the-environment
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/cms/farnet2/on-the-ground/flag-factsheets.html
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/cms/farnet2/about/at-a-glance/farnet_en.html
https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/funding/local-partnerships_en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/cms/farnet2/library/magazines_en.html
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The added value of Europe is mentioned in many policy documents. EU funding with a special 
mention of the EMFAF and Cohesion Policy funds figure in many of the policy documents 
examined. The Common Fisheries Policy and a number of EU directives are mentioned as a source 
of significant guidance and direction.  

Oceans have no borders. Therefore, the cross- border and global dimension of ocean governance 
is also mentioned in various national regional and local strategies. Examples of projects involving 
international cooperation and partnerships are also included in various documents. Ocean and sea 
management protection measures are highlighted within the framework of the UN SDGs and in many 
cases, SDG 14 – Life Below Water – that many national, regional and local actors commit to pursue. 

The documents that were studied for the current pre-legislative analysis reveal the important role 
of ocean governance from a multi-level governance perspective. The necessity to improve 
governance through the creation of bodies in which institutions, research centres, NGOs and 
citizens would participate is also quoted in many of the collected documents. Cooperation and 
interaction should be facilitated, supported and promoted amongst different levels of governance 
with the aim of setting up common strategies and projects. The issue of an effective and inclusive 
marine governance is therefore a pre-requisite in the implementation of successful marine policies. 

Knowledge of and innovation with regard to marine environments and resources are also seen as 
a prerequisite for managing and ensuring the long-term sustainable development of maritime 
industries. The documents analysed highlight that the knowledge that already exists needs to be 
made more accessible and disseminated actively. Innovation is the key to strengthening the 
competitiveness of the blue growth sector. In this respect, promoting innovation and strategic 
partnerships is very important. Knowledge of oceans can be further promoted by strengthening 
research and science, data collection, interaction between policy-makers and scientists. Various new 
pilot projects are sometimes mentioned in the documents that may lead to the development of new 
innovative products (e.g. algae foods). 
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A., Carvalho, N., et al., The EU blue economy report 2021, Publications Office, 2021.  
Scholaert F., Margaras V., Pape M., Wilson A. and Kloecker C. A., The blue economy: Overview and EU 
policy framework, EPRS, 2020.  
Scholaert F. and Jacobs K., EU action on ocean governance and achieving SDG 14, EPRS, June 2022.  

ENDNOTES 
1 Governmental organisations wishing to subscribe to The LINK newsletter can write to 

EPRS-LinkingLevels@europarl.europa.eu. 
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